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THE TRAVELS OF SIR JOHN CHARDIN, 

BT THE WAY OF THE BLACK SEA, 


THROUGH THE COUNTRIES 09 

CIRCASSIA, MINGRELIA, THE COUNTRY OF THE ABCAS* O^ORQIA, 
ARMENIA, AND MEDIA, INTO PERSIA PROPER> 

With a very curious and accurate Account, not only of the Countries through which he travelled, but of 
the Manners and Cuftoms, Religion and Government, Commerce and Inclinations of the feveral Nations 
that inhabit them : Relations fo much the more curious, as thofe Countries and the People dwelling in 
them, had not been tolerably defcribed before by any Author +• 


I. A fuecinft Introductory Account of the worthy Perfon by whom thefe Travels were 
written ; of the Value of them ; an d of the peculiar Excellencies by which they are dif- 
tinguijhed. — 2. An Account of the Thracian Bofpborus ; of the delightful Profpefts in 
failing through it; and the beautiful Countries upon the Coaji. — 3. The Authors 
Arrival at Caffa ; a Defcription of the Country of the Crim Tartars, and of the Con¬ 
dition, Cuftoms, and Manners of that Nation. — 4. The Cherks, Abcas, and other 
barbarous Nations that, however, Jlyle themfelves Chriftians, largely defcribed; with 
fome very curious Remarks on the State and Strength of thofe Nations. — 5. A more 
particular Relation of the M'mgrelians, Cara Cherks, or Black Circaftans, and other 
Inhabitants of that Country, known to the Ancients by the Name of Colchis. — 6 . The 
large and fruitful Country of Mingrelia exoftly defcribed ; with a View of the Govern¬ 
ment, Forces, Way of living, and dijfolute Manners of all Ranks and Degrees of People 
who inhabit it. — 7 . Of the terrible Corruption, in point of Religion, which reigns 
amongft them ; and from whence it appears to be a wild and extravagant Mixture of 
Atheifm and Superftition, kept up by the Arts and Frauds of their Priefts, who are little 
better than Cheats and Jugglers. — 8. The Principality ofGuriel, and the Kingdom of 
Imeretta, anciently called Iberia ; with the Countries adjacent defcribed , and the Manner 
Jn which they loft their Independency, and became Tributaries to the Turks. — 9. The 
Author xontinues his Journey through Mingrelia ; is prefent at the Ceremony of baptiz¬ 
ing two Children, of which he gives a large and particular Account. — io. The famous 
Mountain Caucafus defcribed; and a View of the Condition of its prefent Inhabitant s 
—-j 11. A large and circumftantial Detail of the Country and Inhabitants of Georgia ; 
with a Defcription of the capital City of Tefjlis, and the State of the Roman Catholic 
Mifftonaries in that Country .— 12. The Author’s Travels through the Countries at 
the Foot of Mount- Taurus, forming a little Principality inhabited by tl>e Coftacs. — 
13. An Account of the famous City of Erivan, and of the Country of Armenia, of which 
it is the Capital ; as well as of the People who inhabit it. — 14. A DigreJJion concern¬ 
ing the Marriages of the Perftans, and the Reafons why Divorces, though lawful 
amongft them, are feldom prattifed. — 15. The Author's fubfequent Obfervations in his 
Travels through Armenia, and of the Fortreffes eretted to prevent the Incurfions of 
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sir John chardin’s travels into Persia* 

. the Turks. —16. Of the noble Province of Axerbeyan, anciently called Media ; with 
an Account of a fpurious Kind of Cochineal prepared by the Inhabitants • ^ 17. A De¬ 
fcription of use large , populous, and magnificent City of Tauris ; the prodigious Fertility 
of the Country round about it ; and a Comparifon between the different Climates of 
Media and Parthia ; with many other curious Particulars . —- 18. A Defcription of the 
lajl-mentioned Province ; and of the Cities of Ebher and Cafbin , in the Neighbourhood 
of which grow the finefl Grapes in the World. — 19. An Account of the famous City of 
Rey, formerly one of the largejl in Afia ; of which there are now fcarce any Ruins 
remaining. — 20. The City of Com, and the glorious Tombs of the Perftan Saints therein 
fully defcribed ; with an Account of the adjacent Country. — 21. A Defcription of the 
City of Cajhan ; with an Account of the feveral Manufactures carried on there , and of 
the fruitful Country about it. — 22. The Author's Account of two other Roads leading 
from Warfaw to Ifpahan, and from Ifpahan to Mofcow. —• 23. Remarks and Obferva- 
tions upon the foregoing Seftion > 

1 . TlfT E have very large and confiderable collections of travels through the empire 
V V of Perfia, and the provinces depending upon it; and, indeed, there are very 
few countries that better deferve to be vifited, or which afford either the traveller him', 
felf, or whoever perufes his accounts, more entertainment than Perfia. Notwithdand- 
ing this, many inconveniencies would arife from inferdng numerous accounts of travels 
through this country, becaufe of neceflity it mult produce many repetitions, which 
would appear tedious and troublefome, as well as perplexing to the reader. The 
method therefore that we (hall take, is to give in this fedtion tne Travels of Sir John 
Ghardin, from Conftantinople into the Perfian dominions} and in the fubfequent 
fedtions we (hall give a defcription, in as regular a method as is poffible, of the whole 
(empire, didinguimed into its feveral provinces, with whatever occurs remarkable oif 
worthy of notice in the works of other celebrated travellers, fo as to preferve the man- 
row and quinteffence of their relations, without embarraffing ourfelves with things qf 
lefs confequence and particulars, that without the lead prejudice to the defign of this 
work may be as well omitted. By this meads we (hall bring into a reafonable com- 
pafe all that is requifite, and- give a diftinft and clear notion of the pad and pfefent 
condition of one of the mod powerful and famous empire's of the earth. * 

The reafon we made choice of Sir John Chardin’s Travels, by way of introduction’, 
was his taking a different route from mod other travellers, viz. by the Black Sea, and 
the countries that border upon it, which are fcarce defcribed by any other traveller, or 
at lead are defcribed by none with equal plainnefs and perfpicuity. It rifes from hence, 
that, generally fpeaking, we have only confufed and imperfeCt conceptions concerning 
thefe countries and their inhabitants, which, however, it is of fome importance that we 
-fhould know more didinCtly ; becaufe as they made a great figure in ancient hidory, 
fo it is not at all impofiible, that as low and defpicable as they now feem, they may 
.hereafter come to change their circumdances, and appear with new ludre, if not in 
ours, yet in the eyes of our pofterity. It is very evident, that from their fituation they 
are very confiderable; and if their inhabitants were well governed, and lived in tolerable 
‘ correfpondence with each other, they might be now, as they were heretofore, equally 
.formidable to the Grand Signior, fucceuor to the Greek monarchs of Condantinople, 
and to the Perfian emperors. We have a late indance of this in the cafe of Nadir Shah, 
who received from thefe defpifed and barbarous people, that check which proved firft 
fatal to his authority, and in the end to His perfon. The author of thefe travels was’a 
gentleman of a good family in France, ^nd of a liberal education > he applied himfelf 
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to. commerce very early, and profecuted with great fuccefs the mod confiderable- 
branch of foreign trade, that of dealing as a merchant in jewels, which he underflood 
perfectly, and by which \he acquired, with an. unfpotted character, a very large and 
affluent fortune. He made feveral excurfions into the Eaft, by different roads, and 
refided feveral years in Perfia; had very great and uncommon opportunities of enter¬ 
ing deeply into the fubjeds of which he has treated, and digefted his accounts with 
great accuracy and perfpicuity ; fo that they have been efleemed not only ( here but in 
France, , and throughout Europe in general, as the mod perfect in their kind that have 
hitherto appeared. 

This gentleman, when the perfection againd the Protedants broke out in France, 
came over hither, and brought with him great riches. He was received with much 
refpefl; at court, and King Charles the lid, as a mark of his favour, bedowed upon him. 
In the month of March 1693, honour of knighthood. He publifhed the fird edition 
of his Travels in our language, in a large folio volume, bilt they have been fince feveral 
.times printed with many corredtions, great improvements, and confiderable augmenta¬ 
tions in French. He continued to refide here, and purchafed a confiderable eflate, fo- 
that in. the reign of Queen Anne, we find him frequently mentioned by fuch as toot 
occafion to fhew how much the wealth of England was improved, and its trade increafed, 
by. encouraging foreigners of the Protedant religion to come and fettle amongd us. 
Sir John died at a good old age, on Chridmas-day 1712. He left behind two fons and 
feveral daughters. 

His elded fon was created a baronet of this kingdom by His late Majefty King George: 
the Fird ; and having purchafed from Grantham Andrews, Efq. of Sunbury, the noble 
feat of Kempton-Park, in the County of Middlefex, and not far from Hampton-Court, 
fixed there, and is dill living and unmarried. The old gentleman employed a great 
part of the latter period of his life in completing his book of Travels, and intended, as- 
himfelf informs us, to have written a didinfl treatife, explaining a great variety of paf- 
foges in the Scripture, from the cudoms and manners of toe eadem nations, with which, 
no man was better acquainted than he; but by many unlucky accidents was hindered. 
from, fulfilling that promife, to the no fmall concern of the learned world ; who ex- 
pedled with great impatience fo ufeful and indruftive a book, of writing which he was. 
extremely capable, and of feeing any thing of the lame kind, the public fince his deceafe 
feem to defpair. 

2. Sir John Chardin left Paris, Aug. 17, 1671, with an intention to- go to the Ead 
Indies, and travelling by way of Milan, Venice, and Florence, arrived at Leghorn 
in the end of October, and embarking in a Ihip, under a Dutch convoy, arrived at 
Smyrna, March 2,1672, and twelve days after at Condantinople. He remained in, 
this city four months, and in the mean time there happening, a quarrel between the 
Grand Vizier and the French ambafiador, which, caufed a report, that the Grand Vizier- 
intended to arred the ambaffador, and all the French nation, he was afraid that his 
goods, which were very rich, and very confiderable in quantity, would be feized ; and fo 
fought all means to get out of Condantinople,'and to proceed on his journey to Perfia. 

The caravans in thofe hot months did not travelbut the Porte being about to fend 
a new commander, with fome foldiers and mdney, as they do yearly, to the fort of 
Azoph, which dands upon the hke Mtoeotis, he obtained paflage in a Turkilh faick 
belonging to-that fleet, and,embarked, July 27, at a port in the Thracian flofphorus. 
This channel, which is about fifteen miles mlength, and about two in breadth, in moft: 
parts, but in others lets, fo called becaqlh.an'ox may.fwim over it, is certainly one of 
the lovelied parts of the World j for the 1 Ihores 'are tiling, and traveled over witHhoufes 
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of pleafure, woods, gardens, parks, delightful profpefts, and wildemefles, watered with 
thoufands of fprings and fountains: the paffage through it, in fair weather, is exceed¬ 
ing diverting, by reafon of the great number of barks which are continually failing to 
and fro, and the profpeft of Conftantinople from the top of it, which is about two miles 
diftant, is the moft charming that ever eyes beheld. There are founcaftles handing 
by it, all well fortified with great guns, two of them eight miles from the Black Sea, 
and two at the mouth of the channel, which is the moft dangerous place for Ihipwrecks , 
in all the Euxine Sea. . 1 

3. On the 3d of Auguft, in the morning, he arrived at Caffa, a port in the Tauric 
Cherfonefe, or Peninfula, fo called, becaufe it was firft inhabited by the Scythians of 
Mount Taurus. It is thirty-five leagues from north to fouth, and fifty-five from eaft 
to weft. The ifthmus, that joins it to the continent, is not above a league in breadth. 
It is inhabited by the Crim Tartars, who dwell in cities and towns ; whereas their neigh¬ 
bours the Nogays and Calmucs dwell in tents, as the reft do on the continent. 

Caffa is a great town built at the bottom of a little hill, upon the fea-fhore, and 
encompafTed with ftrong walls, that advance a little into the fea. It hath two caftles r 
the one, which ftands on a rifing ground on the fouth fide, is large, and commands all 
the parts thereabouts, and is the refidence of a baflia ; the other is not fo big, but is 
well fumifh^d with guns. They reckon about four thoufand houfes in it, of which 
about three thoufand two hundred are Mahometans, Turks, and Tartars, and the reft 
Chriftians, Greeks, and Armenians. The houfes are final!, and built of earth ; as a re 
alfo their bazars, mofques, and baths. The foil about it is dry and fandy, bearing little 
fruit, and the water is bad, but the air is very pure and wholefome. All provifions are 
very cheap and good, mutton not being above a farthing a pound, and other things 
proportionable. The road of Caffa is fheltered from the winds, except on the north 
and fouth-caft fides, and the fhips lie clofe to the fhore fafely in ten or twelve fathom 
water. There is a great trade .driven here in falt-fifh and caveare, which being taken 
out of the lake Moeotis, that is twenty-fix miles diftant from it, in great quantities, are 
tranfported into Europe, and as far as the Indies. They alfo export corn, butter, and fait, 
with which they furnifh Conftantinople, and feVeral other places; for the Caffa butter 
is the beft in all Turkey. 

From Cafe he went in a {hip bound for Colchis, Aug. 30, and the next day arrived 
at Donflow, or the falt-pits, fifty miles from Caffa, on the fhore. Here are great marfhes; 
of fait, which is made by letting in the fea-water, and fuffering it to congeal by the fun.. 
The people fay, that two hundred veffels are laden here with fait yearly, paying only 3s. 
a day to thofe that load it. About a mile from the fhore is an habitation of the Tartars,, 
where there is not above ten or twelve houfes with a little mofque, and round about it 
a great number of tents, with feveral waggons clofe covered, which ferve them inftead, 
of houfes. The tents for themfelves are very handfome, being made with poles, and- 
covered with large light furs well ftretched upon them ; their infide is commonly hung 
with tapeftry, and the floor is laid with the fame. Every family hath two other tents 
belonging to them, covered with a great farplar of wool, one for their fervants, and 
kitchen, m which is a pit five feet deep, to make a fire in to drefs their meat, and the 
other for their horfes and cattle. 

They ftore up their corn and forage in magazines under ground, which they cover 
fo exaftly, that none can find them but themfelves. They can remove their, tents with 
a finall trouble, and in a very little time, and carry them away in carts drawn by oxen 
and horfes, of which they breed a great number. They profefs the Mahometan reli¬ 
gion, but mix with it ftrange fuperfutious and ridiculous opinions of fortune-telling and 
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divination. From Donflow he failed all along in the channel to Cape Cuodas, which 
Ptolemy calls Cirocondoma, where the coafts that bound the lake Mceotis, which are 
very high lands, are feen at about thirty miles diftance. 

4. From the channel of the lake Mceotis, to Mingrelia, is reckoned fix hundred 
miles along the coalts, which confift of pleafant woods, inhabited by a fort of Tartars, 
called Circaflians, and by the Turks, Cherks, but fo thinly, that the country looks 
like a defart. The ancients called them Zagaeans, or mountainers; and Pomponius 
Mela, Sargacians. They are neither fubje&s nor tributary to the Port, becaufe their 
country producing nothing valuable, the Turks think it not worth the toil of conquer¬ 
ing it. The veffels that come from Conftantinople to Mingrelia trade with this 
people, but with their arms in their hands, and by hodages, for they are infidelity 
and perfidioufnefs itfelf, and will never fail to (leal where they find an opportunity. 
The trade with them is managed by exchange, the Cherks bringing down ilaves of all 
fexes and ages, honey, wax, leather, jackals, zandava, and other beads’ fkins, for fuch 
commodities as they want. 

Circaflla is a pleafant country, and the foil is very fruitful, bringing forth great 
plenty of all forts of fruit without trouble, as cherries, apples, pears, walnuts; but 
their chief wealth con fids in cattle, as well-fhaped horfes, which are fo fwift and good, 
that they will tire the wild beads, and catch them in plain courfe; goats, deer, and 
fheep, the wool of which is as fine as that of Spain, which the Mufcovites fetch to 
make felts. They fow no grain but millet for their own bread, and barley for their 
horfes; and their women till and manure their ground: their drink is water and 
boza, which is a liquor made of millet, as intoxicating as wine : they live in wooden 
huts, and go almod naked. Every one is a fwom enemy to thofe that live in the 
provinces round about him. Their beds are made of fheep-fkins fowed together, and 
duffed with millet-leaves, beaten in the threfhing as fmall as oat-chaff They s were 
formerly Chridians, but now have no religion; no, not fo much as the light of nature 
among them, fave what they place in the obferving certain fuperditious ceremonies, 
borrowed both from the Chridians and Mahometans. 

The Abcas border upon the Cherks, poffeffing about an hundred miles upon the 
fea-coads, between Mingrelia and Circaiua. They are not fo favage as the Cherks, 
but are as much inclined to thieving and robbery; fo that the merchants trade with 
them with the like caution, and after the fame manner. September the 10th, he 
arrived at Ifgaour, a port in Mingrelia, where all the veffels that trade thither lie. It 
is a defart place, without any habitations, only the traders that come thither build 
themfelves huts and booths of boughs for the time of their abode, which is ufually as 
long as they find themfelves fafe from the Abcas. 

5. Colchis or Mingrelia is fituated at the end of the Black Sea: it is bounded on the 
ead by the little kingdom of Imeretta, on the fouth by the Black Sea, on the weft by 
the Abcas, and on the north by mount Caucafus. The Corax and Phafis, two famous 
rivers in the ancient hiftories, now called Coddours and Rione, part it, the firft from 
the Abcas, and the other from Imeretta. The length of it is about one hundred 
and ten miles, and the breadth fixty. It was once fortified againd the Abcas, by 
a wall of fixty miles in length, which is long fince demolilhed, and become a thick 
fored. 

The inhabitants of Caucafus that border upon Colchis, are the Alanes, Suanes, 
Gigues, Caracioles, or Cara-cherks, i. e. black Circaifians, fo called by the Turks, not 
from their completion, for they are the faireft people in the world, but from their 
country, becaufe it is always darkened with fogs mid clouds. They were alfo anciently 
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Chriftiafis, bat now profefs no religion, but live by robbery and rapine, having nothing 
that can entitle them to humanity but fpeech. They are very tall and portly, and their 
very looks and fpeech {hew their lavage difpofitions, being the molt refolute affaflins 
and daring robbers in the world. 

The ancient kingdom of Colchis was much larger than MingreKa now is, extending 
itfelf to the lake Moeotis on the one fide, and Iberia on the other. The country itfelf 
is uneven, full of hills and mountains, valleys and plains. It is almoll covered with 
Woods, except the manured lands, which are but few, and thofe preferred by grubbing 
up the roots, that are continually fpreading into them. The air is temperate, as to 
heat and cold, but very unwnolefome, by reafon of the continual wet, which 
being heated by the fun, breeds peitilences and feveral other diftempers. It 
abounds with waters, which defcend from mount Caucafus, and fall into the 
Black Sea. The principal rivers are the Caddours, of old called Corax; the Socom, 
called by Arrian, Terffen, and by Ptolemy, Thaffaris; the Langus, of old Aftulphus ; 
the Cobi, called by Arrian, Cobo; the Cianifcari, called anciently, Cianeus; the 
Tacheur, called by Arrian, Sigemus, and the Shenifcari, i. e. River-horfe, called there¬ 
fore by the Greeks, Hippos: and the Abafcia, called by Arrian, Caries; and Ptolemy, 
Caritus; which two laft mix with the Phafis about twenty miles from the place where 
it falls into the fea. 

■ The foil is very bad, and produces little com or pulfe, and the fruits are almolt 
wild, without talte, and unwholefome, unlefs it be their vines, which thrive well there, 
and produce moll excellent wine. The earth is fo moift in feed-time, that when they 
fow their wheat and barley, they never plough it at all, but fprinkle it upon the earth ; 
for they fay, that Ihould they plough it, the land would be fo foft, that all their com 
would fall. They plough their lands for their other com, with plough - lhares of 
- wood, which make as good furrows as iron, becaufe their land is very moift and 
tender. Their common grain is gomm, which is as fmall as coriander feed, and 
r'efembles millet. Of this they make a pafte, which they ufe for bread, and prefer it 
before wheat; which is not to be wondered at, for it is very acceptable to the palate, 
and conducive to health, being cooling and laxative. They have alfo great plenty of 
millet, fome rice, with wheat and barley, but very fcarce. The people of quality eat 
wheaten bread as a rarity, but the meaner fort very feldom or never tafte of it. 

The ordinary food of the country is beef and pig, of which laft they have great plenty, 
and the beft in the world. They have alfo goat's flelh, but it is lean, and not well 
tailed. Their wild-fowl is very good, but fcarce. Their venifon is the wild boar, 
hart, flag, fallow deer, and hare, all which are excellent food. They have partridges, 
pheafants, and quails in abundance, with fome river fowl and wild pidgeons, which are 
good meat, and as big as a crammed chicken. Their nobility fpend their whole time 
in the field, ufing lanner-hawks, gof-hawks, hobbies, and others, for their fports, to- 
catch water-fowl and pheafants*; but their moll delightful paftime is the flight of the 
falcon at the heron, which they catch only for the tuft upon his crown, to put upon 
their bonnets ; for they let him go again when they have cut it off, that it may grow 
up anew. 

6. Mount Caucafus produceth a great number of wild beafts, as tygers, leopards, 
lions, wolves, and jacals, which laft make great havock amongft their cattle and 
horfes, and often dilturb their houfes with their dreadful howlings. They have large 
numbers of horfes, and thofe very good ones, which every man almoft keeps in great 
{lore, becaufe their keeping Hands them in little or nothing, for they neither ihoe 
them, nor feed them with com. They have no cities nor towns, except two by the 
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fea-frJa ; but their houfes are fo thick up and down the country, that you can hardly 
travel a mile but you meet with three or four. There are nine or ten caftles in the- 
•country, of which the chiefeft is called Ruis, and it is the court of. the Prince. Their, 
houfes are all built with timber, which is plentiful, and the poorer fort never raife 
above one ftory, nor the rich above two. The lower rooms are always furnilhed 
with bed and couches to lie down on or to lit upon, becaufe of the moifture of the 
earth, but are inconvenient, becaufe they have no windows nor chimneys. 

They have but one room for their whole family, and fo lie all together. The men 
-are well (haped, and the women fo handfome, that they feem bom for commanding 
love. They all paint their eye-brows, and their faces abominably. They drefs them- 
felves with all the curiofity they can, their habit being like the Perlians, and their head 
attire like the European women, even to the curling of their hair. They are witty and 
civil, but to balance that, haughty, deceitful, cruel, and impudent. The men have 
alfo as many mifchievous qualities, and there is no wickednefs to which they are not 
addi&ed; but that which they moft praftife and delight in is theft. This they make 
their employment and gl6ry. They juftify it as lawful to have many wives; becaufe, 
they fay, “ They bring us many children, which we can fell for ready money, or 
exchange for neceflary conveniences yet, when they have not wherewithal to main¬ 
tain them, they hold it a piece of charity to murder infants new bom, as alfo they do 
fcich as are fick and part recovery; becaufe, they fay, “ they free them from a deal of 
mifeiy.” ■- 

The gentlemen of this country have full power over the lives and eftates of their, 
tenants, to fell and difpofe of their wives and children as they think fit, and every coun¬ 
tryman is bound to fumifti his lord with as much corn, wine, cattle, and other provi- 
fions as he wants. The lords decide the quarrels of their valfals; but if they them- 
felves are at variance, they decide it by arms, which makes them go all armed with a 
lance, bow, and fword. Their habit is peculiar; they wear very little beard, and 
cover their heads with a thin felt cap in fummer, and a furred bonnet in winter: over 
their bodies they wear little ihirts, which fall to their knees, and tuck into a ilrait pair 
of breeches,} but they never have above one (hirt and one pair of breeches, which 
laft them a year, and in all that time never wa(h them above thrice, only once or twice a 
week they make it (for a certain purpofe) over the fire. 

The whole family, without diilindtion, eat all together, both males and females. 
The King with all his train, to his very grooms, and the Queen with her maids and fer- 
vants. They dine in the open courts in fair weather, and if it be cold, they make a 
roufing fire, for wood cofts them nothing. Upon working-days the fervants have 
nothing but gomm, and the mafters pulfe, dried filh, or flelh; but on holy-days, or 
when they make entertainments, they kill a hog, ox, or cow, if they have no venifon. 
They are very great drinkers, both men and women, and at their feafts provoke their 
friends as much as they can to drinking. They drink their wine pure, and beginning 
with pints, proceed to much greater quantities. Their difeourfe at their merry meet¬ 
ings is, with the men, about their wars and robberies, and among their women obfeene 
tales of their amours. 

M'ngrelia is but thinly peopled, by reafon of their wars, and the vail numbers fold 
to the Perfians and Turks by the nobility. All trade in it is driven by way of barter,- 
for they have no fet price of money among them ; the fpecies current are piaftres, • 
Dutch crowns, and abafiis, which are made in Georgia, and (lamped with the Perfian 
(lamp., The revenues of the Prince of Mingrelia amount at moft to twenty thoufand 
crowns, which arifes from the cuftoms of goods exported atid imported, the Oaves he 
fells, impofitions and fines; and this he lays up, for his Oaves ferve him for nothing. 
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•and his crown-lands fumifh his court with more provifion than he can fpend. He is 
not able to raife above four thoufand men fit to bear arms, and thofe are sill cavalry for 
the mod part, for he has not above three hundred foot to join with them. His court* 
upon folemn fedivals, confifts of two hundred gentlemen, but upon other days of about 
one hundred and twenty. 

7. The religion of the Colchians was formerly the fame with the Greeks, bang 
converted, as the ecclefiaftical hiftorians fay, in Condantine's time, by a flave: but the 
Mingrelians fay, St. Andrew preached among them in the place called Pigivitas, where 
now (lands a church, whither the Catholicos, or chief bifhop, goes once in his life-time 
to make the oil called myrone by the Greeks j but now the Mingrelians are fallen into 
a profound abyfs of ignorance and darknefs, and have not the lead idea of faith and 
religion, but look upon life eternal, the day of judgment, and the refurre&ion, as mere \ 
fables devifed by men; nor do their clergy perform any ecclefiadical duties, for there 
is hardly one of them that can either write or read. They have utterly lod the true 
knowledge of the fervice of God ; but the prieds make a public profeffion of foretel¬ 
ling things to come, and make the people believe, that their books fhow them the 
courfe of future events. 

The Catholicos of Mingrelia is head of all the clergy of that country, as alfo of 
Abca, Gureil, Mount Caucafus, and Imeretta ; but the Prince appoints or depofeth 
him as he pleafeth. His revenue is very great, for he has four hundred vaffals under 
him, who furnifh his houfe with all things neceffary for human life, and many Tuper* 
fluities. He fells their children to the Turks ; and when he vifits the diocefes under 
his jurifdi&ion, it is not to reform the clergy, nor indruft the people, but to fpoil them 
of their goods, and rake together great fums. He will not confecrate a bifhop for lefs 
than fix hundred, crowns, nor fay a mafs for the dead under eight hundred, nor any 
other mafs under one hundred. 

The fan&ity of this prelate confids in a continual abdinence from flefh and wine in 
Lent, and in long prayers day and night; but he is fo ignorant, that he can hardly 
read his breviary and miffal. He has fix bifhops under him, who take no care of the 
fouls of their people, nor ever vifit their churches and diocefes. They fuffer the 
prieds to live in all manner of errors, and the people to contaminate thetnfelves with 
the groffed vices; they underdand not the form of baptifm, let polygamy be pra&ifed, 
and permit the mothers to bury their new-born children alive. All their bufinefs is 
in feading and banqueting, where they are drunk almod every day. They are rich, 
and go very fumptuoufly appareled, oppreffing their vaffals, and felling their wives and 
children to maintain their luxury. They abdain from flefh as the Greek bifhops do, 
and place the whole Chridian religion in the practice of fading, and think not them- 
felves obliged to do any other duty. Their cathedral is pretty neatly kept, and well 
adorned with images, which they deck with gold and jewels, believing that in fo doing 
they fatisfy God’s judice, and atone for their fins. They are clothed in fcarlet and 
velvet, as the feculars are, and differ from them only in this, that they wear their beards 
long, and their bonnets black, round, and high. 

There are alfo in Mingrelia certain monks of the order of St. Bafil, who wear the 
fame habit, and live after the manner of the Greek monks, wearing black bonnets, 
eating no flefh, and differing their hair to grow; but they mind nothing of religion* 
but to obferve their fads exa&ly. They have alfo nuns of the fame order, who obferve 
their fading days and wear a black veil, but they have no nunneries, nor are under any 
vows or fubordination, but quit their habit and temperance when, they pleafe. 

vol. ix. u The 
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The priefts of Mingrelia are very numerous, but a fort of miferable creatures. They 
till their own ground and the lands of their lords, being no lefs Haves than the fecu*- 
lars; nor have they any refpeft fliewn them, but when they blefs their food at meals,, 
or fay mafs. Their parifh churches have no bells, but they call the people together 
by knocking with a great Hick upon a board, and they are kept as nafty as (tables, the 
images being foul and broken, and covered with dull. The worlhip which they pay 
to their images is idolatrous, for they adore them not with a relative adoration, but pay 
their devotion to the material Jubilance. They worlhip fuch moll, as are finelfc 
adorned, or famed for their cruelty, and if they fwear by any of thefe, they 
will never break the oath. St. Giobas is one of their moll formidable images, and 
him they will not approach nearer than they can juft fee him, but pray to him, and 
leave their prefent at that diftance; for they report, that he kills all that approach 
him very near. 

The Chriftian faints they have no value for, unlefs it be St. George, whom they 
account their chief faint, as do alfo the Georgians, Mufcovites, and Greeks. Their 
mafs is after the Greek manner, and the priefts celebrate it without any other facer* 
dotal habit but their furplices. Their cup or chalice is a goblet of wood, and the- 
cover is of the fame matter; and their patten is a wooden dilh. In Lent they never 
fay mafs buf on Saturdays and Sundays, for they hold that the communion fpoils their 
falling. They confecrate unleavened or leavened bread, without any difference, and 
never mix water with wine, unlefs it be very ftrong. 

They laugh at tranfubftandation, and fay, “ How can Chrift get into a loaf ? for 
what reafon Ihould he leave heaven to come down to the earth ?” They anoint the 
foreheads of their children with the oil called myrone, as foon as they are born; but 
baptize them not till a long time after, and then they walh them all over with water r 
but none will baptize their children till he is able to make a feaft for the prieft, god* 
fathers, and guefts, and that is the reafon many of their children die unbaptifed. They 
do not believe that ordination imprints a chara&er not to be defaced; and, therefore, 
they ordain anew fuch priefts as have been degraded. Their marriages are a contradk 
by way of bargain and fele, for the parents of the maid agree upon the price with the 
perfon that defires her; the price of a divorced woman is the lead, of a widow fome- 
thing more, but of a maid moll. When the bargain is made, the young man may 
company with the damfel till the money is paid, and it is no fcandal if Ihe be with 
child. If any one has married a barren woman, or of an ill difpofition, they hold it 
not only lawful, but requifite to divorce her, as a match not made by God, who only 
does good. There is none that underftands the Bible, or reads it, but the women will 
repeat feveral ftories of the Gofpel, which they have by tradition. They obferve the 
fame falls almoft as the Greeks, for they keep the four great Lents, viz., the firft before 
Eafter, which is forty-eight days; that before Chriftmas, which is forty days; St.. 
Peter’s fell, which is near a month ; and the laft, which the eallem Chriftians obferve 
in honour of the Virgin Mary, which continues fifteen days. They make the fign of 
the crofs when they drink wine and eat pork, but not as any mark of Chriftianity. Their 
prayers are all addreffed to their idols for their temporal benefits, viz. their own prof* 
perity, or ruin of their enemies. They offer facrifices like the Jews and Gentiles. 
They never make holiday upon Sundays, or abftain from works but at the feftivals of 
Chriftmas and Eafter, which they celebrate only in eating and drinking to excefs in 
their houfes. Their greateft feftivals are when an idol is carried through them coun¬ 
try, when they put on their bell deaths, make a great feaft, and get ready a prefent for 
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the idol. Their mourning for the dead is altogether barbarous, and like that of people 
in defpair, the women rend their cloaths, tear their hair and flefh, beat their breafts, 
cry, yell, and gnalh with their teeth, like people mad or poifeiTed; the men alfo tear 
their cloaths and thump their breafts. 

8. Their neighbour nations live and a& after the fame fafhion almoft in all refpe&s, 
only they that live near Perfia and Turkey are more civil in their manners, and more 
honeft and juft in their inclinations; whereas thofe that border upon the Tartars and 
Scythians are more barbarous, having no idea or outward form of religion, and ob¬ 
serving no laws. 

Onthe confines of Mingrelia lie the principality of Guriel and kingdom of Imeretta. 
The country of Guriel is very fmall, bordering upon Imeretta on the north. Mount 
Caucafus on the eaft, Mingrelia on the weft, and the Black Sea on the fouth. It lies 
all along by the fea-fhore from the river Phafis to the caftle Gonie, which is held by 
the Turks. The inhabitants are of the fame nature and manners as the Mingrelians, 
and have the fame inclinations to lewdnefs, robbery, and murder. 

The kingdom of Imeretta is fomething bigger than the country of Guriel, and is 
the Iberia of the ancients. It is encompaffed with mount Caucafus, Colchis, the 
Black Sea, the principality of Guriel, and part of Georgia. It is twenty-fix miles in 
length, and fixty miles broad. The country is full of woods and mountains, like Min¬ 
grelia, but the valleys are more pleafant, and plains more delicious, producing corn, 
pulfe, cattle, and herbs of all forts. There are fome iron mines. They have alfo 
fome money current among them, which is coined in their kingdom, and feveral 
towns ; but their manners and cuftoms differ little from the Mingrelians. The King 
has three good cattles, one called Scander, feated on the fide of a valley, and two on 
mount Caucafus, called Regia and Scorgia, being both almoft inacceffible, as being 
built in places that nature itfelf has wonderfully fortified, the river Phafis running be¬ 
tween them. The fortrefs of Cotads was once in this Prince’s jurifdi&ion, but the 
Turks are now mafters of it. 

The King of Imeretta governed the Abcas, Mingrelians, and people of Guriel, after 
they had all four freed themfelves from the power of the Emperors, firft of Conftan- 
tinople, and then of Trebifond: but in the laft age, fetting up for themfelves, and 
revolting from one another, they were involvrtl in continual wars among themfelves, 
till calling in the alliftance of the Turks, they were all made tributary to them. The 
King of Imeretta pays eighty boys and girls, from ten to twenty years of age. The 
Prince of Guriel pays forty-fix children of both fexes; and the Prince of Mingrelia 
fixty thoufand ells of linen cloth made in that country. The Abcas feldom paid any 
thing at firft, and now pay nothing. The King of Imeretta and Prince of Guriel fend 
their tribute to the baiha of Akalzike, but a chiaux gathers it at Mingrelia. 

9. Leaving Ifagour, October 4, he paffed by the mouth of the river Aftolphus, 
called Langur by the Mingrelians, one of the biggeft rivers in Mingrelia, and on the 
5th came to Anarghia, a village two miles from the fea, confifting of two hundred 
houfes, but fo far diftant the one from the other, that it is two miles from the firft to 
the laft. Hither the Turks come to buy Haves, and have barks ready to carry them 
away. It is thought, that the fair and large city, called Heraclca, flood in the fame 
place. At this town there is plenty of provifions, and that very cheap, viz. wild 
pigeons, fowl, porkers, and goats in abundance, and wine is plentiful. From Anar¬ 
ghia he failed up the river Aftolphus, and went to a place called Sapias, which is the 
name of two little churches, of which the one is a parifh church of Mingrelia, and 
the other belongs to the Theatins, a fort of friars, who firft came into Mingrelia in 
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1627, and were admitted there as phyficians, and have built themfelves feveral apart¬ 
ments about it, after the manner of the country. They have foine flaves, and two 
families of country people their tenants. They have good employment as phyficians, 
but none will embrace their religion, their very flaves refufing to communicate in their 
fervices; fo that they would have long fince left the country, had it not been for the 
honour of the Roman church and their own order. 

After a month’s ftay with the monks, it not being fafe to travel becaufe of the troubles 
of the country, he returned again to Ar.arghia, and having hired a Turkilh feluke, for 
Gonie, November the 10th, ftaid till the 27th to take in loading and paflengers. 
While he (laid here he was invited to two chriftenings, and curiofity engaged him to 
be prefent at them. The manner was this: the prieft being fent for about ten o’clock 
in the morning, fat himfelf down in the buttery, and fell to reading a book half tom, 
about thebignefsof a New Teftament, in ottavo. He read very faft, and with a low 
voice, in fuch a carelefs manner, as if he regarded not what he did/ any more than 
the reft did what he faid, for the father, godfather, and child, who was about five years 
old, went to and again all the time. 

When the prieft had read an hour, there was a bucket of warm water got ready, into 
which when the prieft had poured about a fpoonful of oil of walnuts, he bid the god¬ 
father undrefs the child; which done, he fet him upon his feet in the water, and 
waflied his body all over well, and then the prieft gave him a finall quantity of myrone, 
or oil of undlion, with which he anointed the top of his head, ears, forehead, nofe, 
cheeks, chin, (houlders, elbows, back, belly, knees, and feet, the prieft (till reading till 
the godfather drefled the child, and then the father bringing in wine, bread, and pork, 
they all fat down to eat and drink, and were all extremely drunk before they parted. 
Their mafs they perform with the fame irreverence and careleffnefs. 

Departing from Anarghia in fair and clear weather, he difeovered the high lands of 
Trebifond on the one fide, and of the Abcas on the other, and came to the river 
Kelmhel, which though not fo broad nor rapid as Langur, yet is deeper. 

10. On the 30th he came to the river Phafis, which, taking its rife in mount Cauca- 
fus, runs at firft in a narrow channel, though fwiftly, about Cotatis, and fometimes fo 
low that it is eafily fordable ; but where it difehargeth itfelf into the fea, which is about 
ninety miles from Cotatis, the channel is a mile and a half broad, and fixty fathoms 
deep, being augmented in that courfe by divers dreams. The water is muddy and 
thick, but very good to drink. There are feveral iflands at the mouth of it, which 
being covered with thick woods, make a delightful profpeft. Arrian fays, that upon 
one of thefe iflands flood the temple of Rhea, but there are no remains of it now, though 
there are fome hiftorians who fay, it was (landing in the time of the Grecian empire, 
and was, in Zeno’s reign dedicated to the worfhip of Chrift. On this river, and the 
Black Sea about it, are plenty of pheafants, or phafiani, fo called from the river Phafis. 
All the coafts of this river are a low fandy foil, covered with woods fo thick that one 
can hardly fee fix paces up the land. 

On the 30th he arrived at Gonie, which is about thirty miles from Phafis, the fea- 
coafts being exceeding high land and rocks, fome being woody, and others naked. 
»Gonie is a large caftle, in the territories of the Prince of Guriel, built four fquare, of 
hard and rough ftones of a very large fize. It hath no trenches, but walls only, and 
two great guns. In it are about thirty fmall poor houfes, made of boards, and without 
is a fmall village of about as many more, all inhabited by mariners, and other boorilh 
people. There is a cuftom-houfe here, the officers whereof are extremely rude, arid 
imperious, and fevere to the people of the country, but extravagant to the Europeans, 

not 


Digitized by foozle 




Digitized by LjOOQLe 















































































SIR JOHN CHARDIN S TRAVILS INTO PERSIA. 


149 


not regarding any man’s perfon, nor any recommendations from the Porte, but fearch- 
ing all things ftrt£Uy, ana. exacting what they pleafe. 

From Gor.ie he caftle of Akalzike. The way lies over Mount 

Caucafus, whic! of the higheft mountains, and one of the molt difficult to pafs 

over in the world. The top is always covered with fnow, over which the natives pafs in 
a kind of fandals, made flat like a racket, to keep them from linking. It is ufual for 
the guides here to make long prayers to their images to keep the winds from rifing, for 
if the wind be high, it buries all the travellers in fnow. 

This mountain, though not inhabited for feme leagues together in many places, yet 
is fruitful to the very top, yielding honey, wheat, gom, wine, and fruits, and feeding 
hogs and large cattle. The vines are fo luxuriant, that they run up to the very tops of 
their higheft trees, fo that the people cannot gather them. The country people dwell 
in wooden huts, of which every family has four or five. The women grind their corn 
as they want it, and bake their bread on ftones, or upon their hearth, and yet the cruft; 
is very white, and the bread good. Thefe inhabitants are for the moft part Chriftians, 
after the Georgian ceremonies; they are frefh complexioned, and their women are 
handfomei At the bottom of the hill is a very fair valley, rich and fertile, being watered 
by the river Kur, v'hich lias many villages, and in them the ruins of feveral caftles and 
churches, which, the people fay, were deftroyed by the Turks. 

Akalzike is a fort refs built upon mount Caucafus, fortified with double walls, and 
flanked with towers built with battlements, after the ancient manner, and defended with 
a few great guns. Upon little hillocks about it ftands a large town of 400 houfes, 
which have nothing of antiquity, but two Armenian churches. It is inhabited by 
Turks, Armenians, Georgians, Greeks, and Jews, who have their churches and 
fynagogues. The river Kur, anciently called Cyrus and Corus, which rifes in the 
Mount Caucafus, runs by it. A baflia lodges in the fortrefs, and his foldiers are quar¬ 
tered in the adjacent villages. It was built by the Georgians, from whom the Turks 
took it. 

From Akalzike he went to Gory, and pa fled by U fiver, where the Turks have a 
caftle built on a rock, with a garrifon and cuftom-houfe, under the command of a 
Sanziac, and two leagues farther, you crofs over the mountains which part Perfia and 
Turkey, from whence you fee feveral villages, in which are the ruins of many caftles, 
fortrelles, and churches, and the miferable remains of the grandeur of the Georgians, 
before the Turkilh and Perfian wars deftroyed them. 

At the foot of the mountain lie a town and fortrefs, both called Surham. It ftands 
on a very lovely plain, full of cenfes, villages, hillocks, houfes of pleafure, and little 
caftles belonging to the Georgian lords, and has a fortrefs containing a garrifon of 
ioo men. All the country is very well tilled, and mighty pleafant and delightful as 
far as Gory, except that on the right hand lies a great city almoft in ruins, as not con¬ 
taining above 500 houfes inhabited, whereas formerly, by report, it had 12,oco. 

Gory is afmall city, feated on a plain between two mountains, upon the banks of the 
river Kur, and by it is a taftle on a hill, garrifoned by native Perfians. The houfes 
and market-places are all.built with earth, but the people are all very rich and wealthy, 
and it is furnilhed with all neceflaries for human life at a cheap rate. 

11. Prom Gory he departed, December the 16th, and travelling upon the banks of 
the river Kur, through pleafant plains, with great numbers of villages on all hands, he 
parted through Calicala, a city almoft totally ruined, and came on the . 7th to Teflis, 
the capital city of that part of Georgia, lying in the province of Carthucli. The country 
of Georgia, which is under the jurifdi&ion of the Perfians, borders at this day to the 
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■eaft upon Circalfia and Mufcovy, to the weft upon Armenia the Leffer, and to the north 
upon the Black Sea and the kingdom of Imeretta. It is extended from Tauris and 
Erzerom to Tanais, and was anciently called Albania. It is a country very woody and 
mountainous, unlefs in the middle, where it is more even and level. The river Kur 
Tuns through the midft of it, and empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea. 

The Grecians are thought by fome to have called it Georgia, from Georgoi, huf* 
bandman ; but others will have the name derived from St. George, the patron faint of 
all the Chriftians of the Greek church. The temper of the air is very kindly in 
Georgia,'Being very dry, cold in the winter, and hot in the fummer. The fair weather 
does not begin till May, but then it lafts till the end of November. The foil being well 
watered, produces all forts of grain, herbs, and fruits in abundance, fo that a man may 
live their delicioufly and cheap. Cattle are there very plentiful and good, as well the 
larger as leffer fort; their fowl is incomparable, efpecially their wild fowl; their 
boar’s flefh is as plentiful and good as any in Colchis; and, indeed, the common 
people live upon nothing elfe almoft but young pigs, which are excellent meat, and 
never offend the ‘ftomach. The Cafpian Sea, which is next to Georgia, and the Kur, 
*hat runs quite through it, fupplies it with all forts of fait and frefh fifh. There is no 
country that drinks "more and better wine, and they tranfport great quantities of it into 
Media, Armenia, and to Ifpahan, for the King’s table. They have great quantities 
of lilk, but know not how to weave it, and therefore they carry it into Turkey to 
Erzerom, and the parts adjoining, and drive a great trade w ith it. The complexibn of 
the Georgians is moft beautiful, you can fcarce fee an ill-favoured perfon among 
them ; and the women are fo exquifitely handfome, that it is hardly poffible to look 
upon them, and not be in love with them. They are tall, clean limbed, plump and full, 
but not over fat, and extremely (lender in the waift; but this beauty they fpoil with paint- 
ting anddrefling, with fumptuous'habits and jewels. The Georgians are naturally very 
'witty, and would be as learned men and great artifts as any are in the world, if they had 
the improvements of arts and fciences ; but having a mean education and bad examples, 
they are drowned in vice, -are cheats and knaves, perfidious, treacherous, ungrateful, 
and proud. They are irreconcileable in their enmities ; for though they are not eafily 
provoked, yet they preferve their hatred inviolable. 

Drunkennefs and luxury arefuch common vices among them, that they are not fcan- 
dalous in Georgia. The church-men will be as drunk as others; and they keep male 
ilaves in their boufes, which they ufe for their concubines, at which no body is offended, 
becaufe it is fo commonly pradtifed, that cuftom makes it thought lawful; yea, and 
they fay, he that is not drunk at their great feftivals of Eafter and Chriftmas, cannot be 
-a good Chriftian, and deferves to be excommunicated. The Georgians are very great 
•ufurers, and will lend no money without a pawn. The loweft intereft they take is two 
percent, for a month. The women are as vicious and as wicked as the men, and con¬ 
tribute more than they to that general debauchery which overflows the country. In 
their common convocation they are civil and courteous, grave and moderate. Their 
habit is much like the Polonian, and their bonnets like theirs, their veils are open 
before down the bread, and fattened with buttons and loops; their hofe and Ihoes are 
like the Perfians, and their women’s cloathing is wholly in the fame tafte. 

The houfes of their grandees, and all their public edifices, are built according to the 
Perfian model, and they imitate the Perfians in their fitting at table, in their beds, and 
manner of diet. The nobility exercife an abfolute tyranny over the people, who are 
their vaffals, making them labour as long as they pleafe for them, without food or 
wages, challenging a right over their eftates, liberty, and lives, and felling their * 
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children, or making them their own flaves. They were converted to Chriftianity by an 
Iberian Woman, in the fourth age, but have nothing left of Chriftianity but the name ; 
for they do not obferve the leaft precept of Jefus Chrift j they place all their religion in 
fading, and making long prayers. 

There ire feveral bilhops in Georgia, with a patriarch, whom they call Catholicos, 
and an archbilhop, whofe fees, as often as they are vacant, are difpofed of by the Prince, 
though he be a Mahometan, and he generally gives them to his relations, and the pre- 
fent patriarch is his brother. The churches in Georgia, efpecially in their cities, are 
kept fomething more cleanly than in Mingrelia, but in the villages are full as nafty. The 
Georgians and their neighbours build their churches upon high mountains, in remote 
and inacceflible places, and bow unto them at great distances, but fcarce go into them 
once in ten years, leaving them to the injuries of the weather, and for the birds to 
build their nefts in. They can give no other reafon for all this, but that it is a cuftom ; 
though we may fuppofe, it is rather to avoid repairing and adorning them. Georgia 
was made tributary to the Perfians by lflimael the Great, and though it has feveral times. 
revolted, yet ftill continues in fubje&ion to them. 

The city of Teflis, the capital city of Eaft Georgia, is one of the faireft cities in all' 
the King of Perfia’s dominions, though not fo big as fome. It is feated at the bottom; 
of a mountain, and on the eaftem fide of it runs the river Kur, which rifing in the- 
mountains of Georgia, joins itfelf to the Araxes. The moft part of houfes built by the 
river-fide, Hand upon a rock, and the whole city is encompaffed with ftrong and beauti¬ 
ful walls, except on the fide next the river, and is defended by a fortrefs on the fouth 
fide, wherein are none but nadve Perfians. This fortrefs is a fan&uary for all manner - 
of criminals. 

Teflis has in it fourteen churches, which is very much in a country where there isfo 
little devotion. Six of them are appropriated to the Georgian fervice, and maintained 
by them, and the other eight belong to the Armenians.. The cathedral called Sion is* 
built all of hewn ftone, and Hands on the bank of the river. It is an ancient building, 
in good repair, compofed of four bodies, and has a. great duomo in the middle. The 
great altar Hands in the middle of the church, and the infide is full of paintings, after 
the Greek manner. The Armenians have alfo feveral monafteries here ; in one of 
them, they fay, they have St. George’s Ikull. 

There is not any mofque in Teflis, though it be under a Mahometan Prince, and. 
though the Perfians have attempted to build one feveral times, they could never accom- 
plifh their defign, for the people mutinied and beat down their work ; which a&ion, 
though very affronting to the Perfian religion, yet the Emperor of Perfia is afraid to 
come to any extremities with them, left they fliould revolt to their neighbours the 
Turks, and fo Teflis and all Georgia enjoy their liberty to retain almoft all the exterior 
marks of their religion ; for, on the top of all the fteeples of their churches Hands a 
crofs, and in them they have bells, which they often ring. Every day they fell pork 
openly, as well as other vi&uals, and wine, at the corners of the ftreets, which vexes the 
Perfians to fee, but they cannot help it. Some few years fince they built a mofque in the 
fortrefs, and the Georgians could not prevent it; but when the prieft, after their cuf«- 
tom, came up to the top, to make profefiion of his faith, and call the Mahometans to 
prayers, the people fo plied him with vollies of ftones, that he was forced to fly down 
in hafte, and never dared to appear there any more. 

The public buildings, viz. their market-places, inns, and magazines, are well built of 
ftone, and kept in good repair. The Prince’s palace is. a noble and-heautiful building, 
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being adorned with halls and rooms of (late, gardens, aviaries, and fpacious courts, to 
which the viceroy of Caket’s palace is not much inferior. 

The out parts of the city are adorned with feveral houfes of pleafure, and many beauti¬ 
ful gardens, of which the Prince’s is the biggeft ; but the trees are fuch only asTerve for 
{hade and coolnefs. 

The Capuchins, who were fent into Georgia about the year 1657, by the Pope, have 
an habitation in this city, as alfo at Gory, where they are highly elleemed as phyficians, 
which is the title they give themfelves, but they make very little progrefs in the conver- 
fion of the Georgians ; for befides that thefe people are very ignorant, and take little 
care to inftru£t themfelves, it is fo rivetted into their heads, that falling, as they obfervc 
it, is the effential part of the Chrillain religion, that the) do not believe the Capuchins to 
be Chriltians, though they fall as they do, becaufe they are informed, they do it not 
in Europe. 

The city of Teflis is very well peopled, and there are as many llrangers refort thither 
as to any place in the world, for there is a great trade driven there, and the court is very 
numerous and magnificent, becoming the capital city of a province. The Georgians 
do not call it Teflis, but Cala, i. e. The Fortrefs, which is a name they give to all habi¬ 
tations encompafled with walls, and fome geographers call it, Tebele-Cala, or the 
hot city, either by reafon of the hot baths, or becaufe the air there is not fo cold and 
boifterous as in other parts of Georgia. 

12. On the 28th he departed from Teflis, and palling through Sogan-lou, or the 
place of onions. Handing upon the river Kur, came to Kupri-Kent, or the village of the 
bridge, becaufe there is a very fair bridge over the river Tabadi, in the arches of which 
are made little chambers and porticos, and in every one of them a chimney, on purpofe 
to lodge llrangers, and in the middle ones balconies, to take the cool air in the fummer; 
Melick-Kent, or the royal village, and fo to Dely-Jan, a village of 300 houfes, feated 
upon the river AcalHapha, which runs at the foot of a high and dreadful mountain, part 
of Mount Taurus. Here is plenty of water, and the ground is very fertile, and a great 
many villages to be feen on every fide, fome of which Hood fo high upon the points of 
the rocks, that they were almoft indifcernible. They are inhabited by Georgian and 
Armenian Chrillians, but not intermixed, 'becaufe they have fuch an inveterate enmity 
one againlt another, that they cannot live together in the fame villages. The moll part 
of the houfes of thefe villages are no better than caverns or hollow places made in the 
earth ; the reft are built with timber, and covered with turf. 

Thefe fort of buildings are very convenient, being cool in fummer, and warm in 
winter. The borough of Dely-Jan, and all the country round about for fix leagues, is 
governed by its own natural Princes, from father to fon, and holds of Perfia as Georgia 
does. It called the country of Cafac, the people being ftout and fierce, defeended 
from the Cofaques, who inhabit the mountains on the north-eaft of the Cafpian Sea, and 
is at prefent under a Prince called Kamlhi-Can. He lodged at Kara-Philhifh, a large 
borough, feated at the bottom of the mountains which feparate Georgia from Armenia. 
It (lands on the banks of the river Zengui, and palling Bichni, where there is an Arme¬ 
nian monaftery, our author arrived at Erivan, Jan. 7, 1673. 

13. Erivan is a great city, but dirty". The vineyards and gardens make the greateft 
part of it, there being no ornamental buildings in it.. -It is fituated in a plain, encom- 
pafled with mountains on every fide, between two rivers, the Zengui and Queurk- 
boulack. The fortrefs itfelf may pafs for a fmall city, containing 8co houfes, inhabited 
by Perfians only; for though the Armenians have (hops there to work and trade in in the 
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day-time, yet they return to their houfes in the evening. It is furrounded with three 
walls of earth, and brick made of clay, with battlements, and flanked with towers, and 
ftrengthened with ramparts, according to the cuftom of the ancients, and in it is conftantly 
maintained a garrifon of 2000 men. The governor of the province’s palace is within 
this caftle, and is a very fpacious and delightful place in fummer. . 

The city (lands about a cannon-lhot from the fortrefs, but the fpace between is filled 
up with houfes and market-places, which are l’uch pitiful ftru&ures, that they may be 
removed in one day. There are feveral churches in this city, of which the epifcopal 
fee, called Ircou-ye-rize, and Catovike are the chief; the reft are fmall, funk deep 
in the earth. Near the epifcopal church is an old tower, built of free-done, of antique 
"work, with feveral infcriptior.s, but none can read them ; nor is it known when, by 
whom, or for what ufe it was built. At a little diftance from it is the Grand Meidan, 
or great market-place, 400 paces fquare, where they ufe all exercifes, both for horfe 
and foot, as caroufals, racings, wreftling, and managing of horfes for war. There are 
many baths and fair inns in it. The air is good, but a little thick and cold, for their 
winter lafts long, and they have fnow fometimes in April. The country is very de¬ 
lightful and fertile, and produces fruits in great plenty, efpecially wine, which is there 
good and cheap. 

The Armenians have a tradition, that Noah planted his vineyard near Erivan, and 
fome pretend to (hew the place, about a fmall league from the city. The river and 
lake, which is twenty-five leagues in compafs, furnifh the city with excellent filh of nine 
forts, of which the trouts and carps are famous all over the Eaft. In the midft of the 
lake is a fmall ifland, where (lands a monaftery, whofe prior is an archbi(hop, and takes. 

N upon him the title of patriarch, refufing to acknowledge the grand patriarch. The 
Armenians hold this city to be the mod anciently inhabited place in the world; for 
they affirm, that Noah and all his family dwelt there, both before the deluge, and after 
he came out of the ark, and that the earthly paradife was there. But all this is a (lory 
without foundation, reported by perfons equally ignorant and vain-glorious. 

Two leagues from Erivan (lands the famous monaftery of the Three Churches, the 
fanftuary of the Armenian Chriftians. The' Armenians call it Ecs-miazin, which name 
alfo the principal church bears. It is a fubftantial but dark ftrufture, all built of large 
freeftone. The monks (hew feveral relics preferved in it, as a finger of St. Peter, and 
two of St. John the Baptift, a rib of St. James, biffiop of Jerulalem, and an arm of St. 
Gregory, &c. but they mud be very credulous and fuperllitious that can believe them 
fuch. The two other churches that ftood near this are St. Caiana and St. Repfima, the 
names of two Roman virgins who fled into Armenia, as they fay, in the ninth persecu¬ 
tion, and differed martyrdom in the fajne places wiiere thofe churches (land. 

Within the territory of Erivan, which reaches about twenty leagues round it, there 
are twenty-three convents for men, and five for women, which are fo poor, that being 
continually employed in getting a livelihood, they never perform holy duties but upon 
holidays. They hold the opinions of the Monophyfites, but in other points are very 
ignorant. Two leagues from Erivan eaft ward, is to be feen the famous mountain where 
Noah’s ark is faid to have reded. The Armenians hold, that the ark is dill upon the 
top of the mount called Maus, but that no man can afcend to it. The governor of Eri¬ 
van is a Beglerbeg, i. e. a lord of lords, and has alfo the title of ferdar, or general of the 
army. His revenue is 32,000 tomans, which is above 112,000 1 . fterling a year, befides 
fines, prefents, and indirect ways of enriching himfelf, which amount to 50,0001. more. 

14. While he (laid at Erivan, he faw a wedding of the governor’s fteward’s brother. 
Matrimony in Perfia is very expenfive, fo that only men of eftates will venture upon 
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it, left it prove their ruin. The meaner fort content themfelves with a concubine or 
Have. The Mahometans that follow the tenets of Haly, take their wives after three 
manners, viz. by purchafe, hire, or marriage. All thefe ways their religion allows, and 
the civil law acknowledges the children bom in any of them legitimate. The wives who 
are Haves are called Canize. Of thefe the law allows a man as many as he can main¬ 
tain, and takes no cognizance how they are ufed. He is mailer of their chaftity, yea, 
of their lives, and it is their honour to ferve their mailer as his wives. The hired wives 
are called Moutaa: of thefe alfo a man may take as many as he pleafeth, and as long 
as he pleafeth, for the price'agreed on, and a.t the end of the term they may part with 
them, or renew the bargain. A handfome young maid at Ifpahan may be hired for 35 1 . 
a year, belides cloaths, diet, and lodging. If any break off before the end of the term, he 
mull pay the whole fum contra&ed for, and the woman, after difmillion, mull tarry 
forty days before Ihe lets herfelf to another. Thefe days they call the days of puri¬ 
fication. 

The efpoufed wives are called Nekaa, and of thefe the Mahometan religion allows a 
man to marry four; but they never marry above one, to avoid expence and diforder, 
for every one will command, and their mutual jealoufy caufes a perpetual confulion ; 
wherefore, if they cannot content themfelves with one woman, they ufe their Haves. In 
Perlia they ufualiy marry by proxy, becaufe the man never fees his wife till after he has 
confummated the marriage, which fometimes he does not till feveral days after his wife 
has been at home. One would think, that this way of marrying Ihould produce unfor¬ 
tunate matches; but it doth not, for marriages are not more happy in any country than * 
this. If either of the parties diflike one another, and refolve to unmarry themfelves, 
the Mahometan religion permits a divorce, and they may feparate either before a judge 
or a churchman, giving each other a talaac or bill of divorce, and then the parties are 
at liberty to marry again where they pleafe themfelves. 

Upon this diffolution of their marriage, if the man has fued the divorce, he is obliged 
to return the woman her dowry; yet if the woman fought it, Ihe lofeth her portion'; but 
if the perfons repent the ait, they may renew'the marriage again three times: yet, the 
Perlians rarely make ufe of this licenfe to part with their wives, only fome citizens and 
tradefmen make their advantage of it. Perfons of quality count it fo dilhonourable, that 
they will rather die than divorce their wives, and the meaneft fort cannot part with the 
portion, and fo if they defire a divorce, which is rare, they effeft it by ill-ufing their wives,, 
to force them to fue for a divorce, and thereby facrifice all to their liberty. 

The Armenian patriarch lives in this city, and has an epifcopal palace. He, with all 
the reft of his clergy, is much addi&ed to fimony, as are alfo all the Eaftern fe&s. Their 
chief gain lies in felling the oil called myrone, at a dear rate, which they teach the people 
to believe is a remedy that phyficalty cures all the diftempers of the foul, and confers the 
grace of regeneration and remiflion of fins, faying, that in baptifm it is the oil, not the- 
water, which is the matter prefcribed. The patriarch confecrates this oil, andfells it to- 
the bilhops and priefts, who get great fums by it. 

15. April the 8th he parted from Erivan, and travelling through a country fome- 
what hilly, but full of villages, came firft to Daivin, and then to Kainer, leaving the 
mountain of Noah on the right hand. On the 10th he went on the fame road, which, 
led him through a fertile and fair country, and leaving Sederec, a great town, and the 
capital of the province of Armenia, called Charour, where the Sultan refides, came' 
through Nouratchin,. and over the river Harpafony to Nacchivan, which is thought to • 
be the ancient Artaxate. It is now little elfe but a heap of ruins, not containing above- 
two thouland houfes which are inhabited, and thole in the heart of the city, with inns, 
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baths, and other public houfes, where they fell tobacco and coffee, whereas formerly 
the Perfian hiftory affures us, that it contained forty thoufand. 

Five leagues to the north lies a great city, called Abrener, i. e. the fertile field, and 
. feven others near to it, all whofe inhabitants are Papifis, and their bifhops and curates 
Dominicans, who perform their church fervice in the Armenian language. Thefe towns 
were brought into fubje&ion to the Pope by an Italian Dominican of Bologna. Twenty 
villages more acknowledged the fame ecclefialtical jurisdiction, but are returned to 
their firft religion, and their obedience to the Armenian patriarch ; and it is not likely 
that the reft can hold out long, for the governors of the province ufe them violently, 
and lay heavy impofitions upon them, for withdrawing from their jurifdidtion. 

From Nacchivan, he puffed to old Julpha, through a dry ftony country, where 
there is nothing Vo be feen but hills of ftones. It is a ruined city, and thought by 
fome authors to be the ancient Ariammen'e. It is faid to have contained four thoufand 
houfes, though the ruins do not fhew above half fo many. At prefent there is nothing 
but holes and caverns In the mountains, fitter for beafts than men to live in. 

This city was ruined by Abas the Great, for the fame reafon as Nacchivan, viz. to 
hinder the invafions of the Turks for want of provifione. By Julpha runs the river 
Araxes, which feparates Armenia from Media. It rifes in the mountain where Noah’s 
ark is faid to have refted, from which perhaps it takes its name, and empties itfelf 
into the Cafpian Sea. It is very large, and of fo rapid a courfe, efpecially when it is 
fwelled by the thaws of the fnows that come down from the mountains, that no bridges 
can (land upon it, nor dams refill its* force, and the noife of the waters aftonilhes the 
ears of the beholders. 

16. Media, which formerly ruled all Alia with an imperial dominion, at prefent makes 
but one part of a province, though the largeft in the Perfian. empire, called Azerbeyan 
or Afapaican. It borders on the eaft upon the Cafpian Sea and Hyrcania, on the fouth 
upon Parthia, on the weft upon Araxes and the Upper Armenia, of which Affyria is a 
part, and on the north on Dageftan, which is that mountanious country that borders 
upon the Mufcovite Coffacks, and part of Mount Taurus. The Perfians affirm, that the 
name of Azerbeyan implies, the country of fire, by reafon of the famous temple of fire 
which was there erected, where was kept that fire which the fire-worlhippers hold to 
be a god. Nimrod is faid firft to have brought in this worlhip, and there is a certain 
fe£t called Guebres which ftill maintain it. 

From Julpha he travelled through a countryfull of little hills, leaving a fpacious plain 
upon the left hand, where many bloody battles between the Turks and Perfians were 
fought, and particularly that between Selim, the fon of Solyman the Great, and Iffi- 
mael the Great, to Alacou, and from thence, through a more even country, to Marant, 
a very fair town, confiding of about two thoufand five hundred houfes, and which has 
fo many gardens as take up as much ground as the houfes. It is feated at the bottom 
of a mountain, at the end of a plain, watered by the little river Zelou-Iou, from which 
the people have drawn feveral cuts into their grounds and gardens. 

In the places adjoining grow plenty of fruits, the belt in all Media; but that which 
is moft peculiar to thefe parts, is this, that here they gather cochineal, though in no 
great quantities, nor for any longer time than only eight days in fummer, when the 
fun is in Leo; for before that time, the people fay, it doth not come to maturity; and 
after the worm, from which they draw the cochineal, makes a hole in the leaf in 
„ which it grows, it is loft. The Perfians call cochineal kermis, from kerm, which 
fignifies a worm, becaufe it is extracted out of worms. The Armenians have a tra« 
didon, that Noah lies buried here. > 
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17. From thence he travelled among the mountains to Sophian, a little village full 
of rivulets and gardens, and fruitful to a wonder, and fo he went to Tauris, which is 
fifty-three Perfian leagues from Erivan. This city is very large and potent, being the 
fecond in Perfia in dignity, grandeur, riches, trade, and number of inhabitants. It is fc 
neither walled nor fortified, and the little river Spingtcha runs acrofs it, which fome- 
times carries away the houfes on the fide of it, and makes dreadful havock. On the 
morth-fide runs the river Agi, or the fait river, whofe water is made fait by the little 
rivulets, which palling through the fait marlhes, fall into it, and fo can nourilh no filh. 
It is divided into nine wards, and has fifteen thoufand houfes-, and as many Ihops in 
their market-places, among which are three hundred inns, and fome fo large, as to lodge 
three hundred people, and many cabarets for coffee, tobacco, and ftrong liquors. 
There are three hundred and fifty mofques, three hofpitals, which relieve the poor 
with victuals twice a day, and a fair hermi, called Hali’s eye. 

The inhabitants have been formerly computed to be five hundred and fifty thoufand. 
This city is full of ftrangers, who come hither to trade from all parts of Afia, becaufe 
it is full of all forts of merchandize, and abounds with artifis in cotton, filk and gold. 
The faireft turbans in Perfia are made here; and it is faid, there are fix thoufand 
bales of filk confumed in this manufacture. The air of Tauris is good, healthy, and 
dry, but the cold continues long, becaufe it is expofed to the north, and the fnow lies 
nine months in the year upon the mountains; 'the winds blow every day, morning and 
evening, and rains often fall. 

It abounds with all things necefla^y for humant fupport, as corn, fifh from the Caf- 
pian Sea, venifon, and other wild beads. Bread may be bought there at three pounds 
a penny, and flefh at three halfpence a pound. There are faid to grow no lets than 
60 forts of grapes in and about Tauris. Near it is a quarry of white marble, a mine 
of gold, and another of fait. There are feveral mineral waters, all fulphureous, of 
which fome are cold, and others boiling hot. Mod of our geographers of bed note, 
as Ortelius, Ananias, Molets, &c. are of opinion, that this city is the ancient and 
celebrated Ecbatana, fo frequently mentioned in holy writ, and in the ancient hidory 
of Afia, but there are no remains of the magnificent palace of Ecbatan, where the 
monarchs of Afia kept their courts in dimmer, nor of Daniel’s, tojudify this notion. 

From Tauris he travelled firft to Vafpinge, a great borough, furrounded with 
gardens and groves of poplars and tylets, and watered with feveral brooks, which make 
it very pleafant; then to Agi-agach, by which are the plains which afford the bed 
padures in all Media, and perhaps in the whole world, where the choiced horfes in 
the whole province are put to grafs from April to June, to purge, refrelh, fatten and 
drengthen them. Thefe plains are the Hippopothon of the ancients, of which they 
write that the Kings of Media kept here a breed of fifty thoufand horfes. 

The road from hence leads by feveral circles of large hewn dones, which the 
Perfians affirm to be the places where the Caous or giants, when they made wars in 
Media, held their councils, it being a cudom among thefe people, that every officer 
that came to the council brought with him a done, to ferve him indead of a chair, 
and fo carries you over hills and dales, all fruitful and delightful, to admiration, 
through Turiman, fo called, becaufe that in the fields about it there is a great number 
of diepherds with their docks, that are called by that name, to Purvare, an handfome 
large village at the bottom of an hill, and upon the banks of a little river. 

From thence he proceeded in his journey, and eroding the river Miana feveral times, 
by reafon of its windings, paffed through the town of the fame name adjoining, both' 
fo called becaufe they part Media from Parthia, and afeended a ridge of mountains, 
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which are a branch of mount Taurus, at the top of which {lands a caftle, called the 
Virgin’s Caftle, becaufe Artaxerxes is faid to have built it on purpofe to imprifon a 
princefs of the blood. 

As foon as you have palled thefe mountains, and the river Kefil-buefe, which-is at 
the foot of them, you perceive a change of the air ; for whereas Media is moift and 
cloudy, fubjeft to high winds and much rain, the Parthian air is dry to the higheft de¬ 
gree, without clouds or rain for fix months fometimes, and the foil fandy, fo that 
nothing will thrive without good hulbandry and pains. 

18. Parthia, which was fo long the feat of the empire of Afia, is now a large pro¬ 
vince of the Perfian monarchy. It is the proper demefnes of the Shah, and therefore 
has no governor, as the reft of the provinces. It is extended 200 leagues in length, 
and 150 in breadth, being bounded by the province of Choraffan on the eaft ; by Fars, 
which iy properly Perfia, on the fouth, by Azarbeyan or Media on the weft, anti 
Guilan or Mezanderan, which compofe the province of Hyrcania, on the north. 

The air is dry, and though the mountains produce nothing but thirties a d briers, 
yet the plains are fruitful and pleafant, where there is water. This province has above forty 
cities, which is much in Perfia, becaufe it is not peopled according to its extent. The 
Parthians took their original from the Scythians, who were the Tartars, who now in¬ 
habit the north of Perfia, called Uzbecs, and formerly Baftrians. The firft villager 
you come at is Zerigan, which is famed for its antiquity, being founded, according to- 
the Perfian records, in the reign of Ardechir-babezon, feveral ages before Chrift, -and* 
then parting over delightful plains, you come to Sultany. 

This city-is feated at the foot of a mountain. It feems afar off a very neat well-built- 
place, but does not appear fo when you are within it; yet fome of the public buildings- 
are very remarkable, both for the materials and architecture. It contains about three 
thoufand houfes, and befides, there are very vaft ruins, which makes it probable, that it 
was once the largeft city of the kingdom, as their hiftories relate. Provifions are very 
plentiful and cheap there, and the air wholefotne, though very changeable, the morn¬ 
ings, evenings, and nights being very cold, and days hot. It is faid to be the moft 
ancient city in Parthia. The predeceffors of Iftimael Sophi, and the lail Armenian; 
Kings, refided there, and then it is faid, that it contained four hundred Chriftiaa. 
churches; but being demoliftied by Tamerlane, and feveral other Turkifti and Tar¬ 
tarian Princes, the Chriftians have deferted it. 

From hence he travelled through a lovely country, and palling through feveral 
villages, furrounded with meadows, and groves of willow and poplar, he came to 
Ebher, a fmall city for the buildings, as containing not^above 2,500 houfes, but taking, 
up a large extent of ground, becaufe they have fo many large gardens. A fmall river 
runs through the midft of it. It is thought to be anciently called Barontha. The, 
fituation is delightful, the air wholefome, and foil plentiful. It is governed by a 
darogue, or mayor ; and the Mirtftieki-baftiihas his tahvil, or falary, charged upon the, 
revenue of this city. The Perfian geographers aftert, that this city was built by Kei-. 
Cofrou, and that Darab-Reihoni, or Darius, began to build the caftle; and that 
Skender-Roumi, i. e. Alexander the Great, finiflied it. At Ebher they begin to fpeak. 
the Perfian language, which is fpoken all the way to the Indies, more or lefs pure, a» 
the people are more or lefs diftant from Scbiras, where it is fpoken in the greateft 
perfeftion. , 

, 19. From Ebher he travelled to Perfac, leaving Calbtn five .leagues on the left 
hand. This great city (lands in a delightful plain, three< leagues from Mount Alour 
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vent, one of the higheft and moft famous mountains in Perfia. It is fix miles in cir- 
cumfererence, containing 12,000 houfes, and 100,000 inhabitants, of which there are 
forty families of Chriftians, and one hundred Jews, but all very podr. It was formerly 
walled, but they are now all fallen down. The'chiefeft ornament and grace of Cafbin 
is the King’s palace, and the great number of the feats of the Perfum grandees, who 
attend upon the court, which has its continual rcfidence there. There are but few 
mofques in Cafbin, but the royal mofque, called Metfhid-fha, is one of the largeft and 
feireft in all Perfia. This city has no great plenty of water, but it is funplied, with all 
it has, by fubterraneous channels called Kerifees. 

The air is thick, and not very healthful, and the foil dry and fandy, yet it abounds 
with meat, and all manner of provifions, which are brought thither from the countries 
adjoining, which having many well-watered plains, feed a world of cattle, and produce 
prodigious quantities of corn. The faireft grape in Perfia, called fhahoni, or the royal 
grape, being of a gold colour, and tranfparent, of which the ftrongeft and moft luf- 
cious wine in the world is made, grows here. The air is very hot m fummer all the 
day long, but the nights are fo cold, that if a man expofe himfelf never fo little to the 
air, after he is undrefl’ed, he is fure to fell lick. Some of our European geographers 
affirm it to have been the city, which the Greeks called Ragea, or Rages, afterwards 
Enropa and Arfacia, and now Cafbin, from a King of that name. It is governed by a 
darogue, or mayor, chofen every year, whofe office is worth to him 600 tomans, or 
2000 pounds. 

Having parted Cafbin, he came to Kaiare, and having lodged there, travelled the 
next night (for that is the general way of travelling all over the eaft, to avoid the heat 
of the fun, which would hurt both man and beaft in the day-time) by Segs-abad, which 
iignifies the habitation of dogs, to Sava, a great city, feated in a fandy and barren plain. 
It is two miles in circuit, and walled round, but fo niiferably built, that, unlefs it be in 
ihe midrt, it runs to ruin for want'of inhabitants. The hiftories of Perfia unanimoufly 
agree, that the whole plain of Sava was formerly a fait marfh, or lake; but how it was 
dried is not certainly known: fome fabuloufly report, that Haly, Mahomet’s fon-in- 
law, drained it by a miracle, and to preferve the memory of it, the people built this 
dty in the midft of it. 

'19, Juft over againft Sava, eaftward, at four leagues diftance, ftands a place of 
pilgrimage, moft famous for the devotion of the Perfians. They call it Echmouil, 
that is to fey, Samuel; for they believe, that this prophet was there interred, and 
over his tomb is built a moft fumptuous maufolatum, in the midft of a magnificent 
mofque. Over-againft it is ftill to be feen fome remnants of the city of Rey, which is 
reported to have been once the biggeft city of Alia, next to Babylon. The Perfian 
hiftories relate, that it was divided into ninety-fix quarters, every one of which had 
forty-fix ftreets, and every ftreet 400 houfes, and ten mofques} that there were in it 
6i4oo colleges, 16,600 baths, 15,000 towers of mofques, 12,000 mills, 1,700 channels, 
ind 13,000 inns, and people almoft numberlefs. 

- The chronicles of the Magi make Chus, the grand-child of Noah, to be founder of 
it ; and Ptolemy calls it Raquaia; but the vulgar opinion is, that it was founded by 
Houfheing Piftidadi, or the chief juftidary, and enlarged by Marroutiher, his fucceffor.' 
It was denroyed by the Mahometans, who being divided into two feds, viz. of Shia ; 
and Sunnis, made war one upon the other forfixty years together. The fed of Sunnis? 
Called in the affiftance bf the Tartars,- and, by their help, bore down the fed bf Shia. 
In thefe wars the Tartars, by their frequent incurfibns, deftroyecfr the potent city of 

Rey, 


Digitized by boogie 




sir John chardin’s travels into rersia. 


>59 

Rey, and reduced it to nothing before the 6ooth year of their Hegyra. The foil about 
it is fertile and pleafant, and produces great plenty of fruits; but the air is unhealthy-, 
making the (kin fwarthy, and breeding agues. 

Departing from hence, he palled by a hill, called Couh-Telifm, which has this re¬ 
markable and peculiar to it; that as you approach nearer and nearer to it, it (hews a 
different form, and varies both in its bignefs and figure; that the top or point of it is 
always in fight, and you would think, that it turned that fide, which way foever you 
flood to look upon it. It confifls of a black earth, that crumbles like that of the burn¬ 
ing mountains; but it is not known to have vomited fire. The people of the country 
fey, that they that afcend that mountain never come back again. 

20. Having paffed it, he came to Com, a large city, feated in a plain, by a river-- 
fide. It contains 15,000 houfes, as the people fay, and is furrounded with a moat and. 
wall, flanked with towers, but half ruined. On the river-fide are two fair keys, and 
at the eaft of the city a fine bridge. It contains many large and beautiful market-places,, 
both for wholefale and retail: though it be a city of no great trade, yet they export 
large quantities of fruit, dried and raw, and particularly pomegranates ; foap, fword— 
blades, and earthen ware, both white and varnifhed, which hath this peculiar property, 
that it cools the water in fummer both wonderfully and fuddenly, by reafon of its con¬ 
tinual tranfpiration. It contains a great number of fair inns, maufolaeums and mofques,. 
wherein the grand-children and descendants of Ali, which are the Perfian faints, called 
Yman-Zade, fons of the apoftles, lie interred. One of thefe mofques is the moft cele¬ 
brated in the eaft: it has four courts, of which the firft is planted with trees and flowers,, 
like a garden, with terraces on each fide; the fecond is not fo beautiful as this,, but 
the third is nothing inferior to it, being furrounded with apartments two (lories high, 
and having a terrace, portico and canal. In the fourth are the chambers and lodging!, 
for the priefts, governors and ftudents, that live upon the revenues of the facred place. 
Fronting thefe courts (land the body of the ftru&ure, confiding of three great chapels 
upon a line. To the middlemoft belongs a portal, eighteen feet high, of white marble. 
The top is a large half-duomo, over-laid without with large fquare china tiles, painted 
with morefco work, and embelliftied within with gold and azure. The folding doors; 
are plated with filver, gilt with vermillion. 

In it (lands the tomb of Fatima in the midft, which is overlaid alfo with China tiles, 
painted a-la-morefco, and overfpread with cloth of gold, which hangs down on both 
fides. It is enclofed with a grate of maffy filver, ten feet high, diftant half a foot from 
the tomb, and at each corner are apples of fine gold. In the two chapels on each fide 
ftand the tombs of the lad Kings of Perfia, viz. Abas and Sophi, both very magnificent;, 
but on that of Abas are written in large characters of gold, feven elegies upon Mahomet, 
and Haly, made by the learned Hafan-Cafa. 

Thefe are rare pieces of eloquence, and in them may be feen not only the genius of ' 
Perfian poetry, but the tranfports of the Mahometan devotion. This city contains 
feveral other beautiful and fumptuous edifices, and. would be a very pleafant place, 
weft it not for the heat, which is exceflive, there being no place in all Perfia where the..- 
fon fcorches more violently, yet is the air wholefome, and foil fruitful, efpecially in. 
piftachios. The people are very courteous and civil.. The river that paffeth by it is; 
but a fmall current in fummer, but being fwelled with the fnow-waters that fall from 
the mountains, it fometimes overflows great part of the city. 

From Com he travelled four leagues over very fertile plains, abounding with fine 
-milages, to Caffem-abad, a town confiding of 300 houfes, belonging to the Queen- 
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mother, as her dowry, from whence he pafled over a dry fandy plain, without villages 
or water, to Abilhirin, or fweet water, becaufe there is a fountain, of fair water, and 
went from thence to Caihan. 

21. This city is feated ih a large plain, near a high mountain, a league in length and 
a quarter of a league in breadth, running out from eaft to weft in form of an half-moon. 
There is no river near the city, but it is fupplied with water by canals, deep wells, and 
ciftems. It is encompafled with a double wall, hanked with round towers, after the 
old falhion, and hath five gates. The city and fuburbs, which are the molt beautiful, 
contain 6 500 houfes, as the people fay, forty mofques, three colleges, and about 200 
fepulchrefe of the defendants of Ali. The principal mofque ftands right againft the 
market-place, and has a tower, like a fteeple, of free-ftone. The houfes are built of 
earth ana brick, but are none of them remarkable for their beauty. 

The bazars and baths are well built and kept, and the royal inn is the faireft in all 
Perfia. The wealth and trade of Caihan confift in the manufactory of all forts of Hull's, 
and tilfues of gold and filver, plain and flowered, fatin and velvet; there is no city in 
Perfia that makes more. Caihan ftands in a good aif, yet fo violently hot that it 
is ready to ftifle you in fummer, which is occafioned by the reflection of a mountain 
that ftands on the fouth of it; but the greateft inconvenience that attends this city, is 
the great number of fcorpions which infeft it, and the parts adjoining, when the fun is 
in Scorpio, and therefore there is nobody but has by him feveral experienced remedies 
againft the fling of this creature. 

Cattle and wild fowl are not plentiful, but the country abounds in com and fruits. 
They furnilh Ifpahan with fruits, .'fpecially melons and water-melons, all the feafon. 
Several European authors think this city to be Ambrodux or Ctefiphon of the ancients. 
It is faid to be founded by a virgin, who therefore laid the firft ftone of it when the 
fun entered Virgo, and named it Caihan from her grandfather. It Is governed by a da- 
rogue or mayor, who holds his place two years. . , 

From Caihan he pafled over a mountain, and then defeended into a deep valley, very 
narrow and about a league in length, which is well filled with houfes, vineyards, and 
gardens, fo clofe one to another that they all feem but one village. Several delightful 
and clear ftreams preferve the fuminer fo wonderfully cool here, that the rofes were not 
blown, nor the corn or fruit ripe, when the harveft was quite got in at Caihan. Several 
modem authors aflert, that Darius was murdered by Beflus in this valley, and that not 
improbably, becaufe hiftory lays Beflus fled to Badri ana, and Nabarzanes to Hyrcania, 
and here the road begins to thefe two provinces, and fo by Moutlhacour, a large vil¬ 
lage of 500 houfes, to Ifpahan, which is fo thick encompafled with villages, that you 
would think you are in the fuburbs two hours before you come near them. 

22. There are two other roads, which it is neceflary that travellers fliould be ac¬ 
quainted with, which I lhall briefly deferibe, viz. from Warfaw to Ifpahan, and from 
Ifpahan to Mofcow. 

Warfaw, which is feated upon the left hand of the Viftula, is the ordinary refidence 
of the King of Poland. Beginning your travel hereto Ifpahan you mull go to Lublin, 
which is fix days’ journey, and in five more you may get to Iluove, where the cuftom-. 
ers open all the bales of the merchant’s goods, and exad five in the hundred. From 
Iluove go to Jaflovieer in twelve days. This is the laft city of Poland next Mol¬ 
davia. Here, if you fell any goods, you mu ft pay five per cent. , 

From thence you go to Yalhe in eight days. This is the capital city of Moldavia, 
and the refidence of the Wayvod, which the Grand Segnior fends to govern that 
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country. Here all bales of merchandizes are opened, and there is a roll of all that 
the merchant is to pay* which amounts to five per cent. 

From Yalhe the way lies through Ourlhaye, to which you come in three days. 
This is the laft city in Moldavia. From hence to Akerman you go in four days, and 
the cuftoms amount to four per cent, but they take the merchant’s account. From 
Akerman you go to Ozou, where they take two per cent, and fo to Precop, where they 
pay two and a naif per cent. but they trull to the merchant’s word at both places. 

From Precop the road lies to Kafra, where alfo the cuftom is three per cent. And the 
journey from Warfaw to Kaffa is fifty-one days by the waggon, which is the ufual way 
of carriage in that country, and the cuftoms in all come to eighteen and a half per cent, 
to which you mull add the carriage and paffage by fea to Trebifond, where you pay 
three piafters for every mule’s and four for every camel’s load. To avoid fomething 
erf this charge, the Armenians fhip their goods ufually at another port, called Onnie, 
which is a very good port, and where they never pay above a piafter and a half for a 
camel’* load. 

There is another road from Warfaw to Trebifond Ihorter by three days’ journey, viz. 
from Warfow to Yalhe, in the former road, and from thence by Galas, a city of Mol¬ 
davia, Megin, and Mangalia, the bell port in the Black Sea to the well, to Trebifond, 
from whence to Erzerom five days’ journey, from which to Ifpahan you go the ufual 
road. 

The other road from Ifpahan to Mofcow lies thus: you mull travel the ufual road 
before-mentioned, to Shamaki, and from thence to Derbent, which the Turks call 
Demir-Capi. This is the lad city in the Perfian jurifdi&ion, by which the river Sha- 
moorka runs. From Derbent you may travel to Tetark in eight days, where hiring 
barks with twelve oars, you may be at Aftracan, by the help of a little fail which they 
put up, if the wind ferves, in four or five hours, but if you row only it will take up nine. 
When you embark upon the Gafpian Sea, you mud provide yourfelf water for the firll 
three days, becaufe the water on the coaft is bitter for that time, but afterwards it is 
very good. At Allracan the merchants are all fearched by the Cuftomers, and they 
take five per cent. 

From Allracan to Mofcow you take flapping in great barks, that make ufe both of 
ours and foils, rowing againft the tide, and weigh all you carry aboard, for which yon 
dtuft pay fourteen caya, and three abaflis and a half for every pound. From Aftracan 
you foil to Corinya, and fo in order by Sariza, Sarataf, Samarat, Senurilkat, Coulombe, 
Cafan, Sabouk-lha, Godamijan, Triguina, Mouron, and Cafin, to Mofcow, which they 
count 2950 flragarons, or 590 Italian miles. 

At Sarataf you may go alhore, and fo go by land to Mofcow, in waggons, when the 
ftww is gone, and on fledges while it lies, and then the way lies through Inferat, Tym- 
neck, CaiKjuerma, andYalodimer, a city bigger than Conftantinople, to Mofcow, which 
journey may be finilhed in thirty-five days; but this way is never ufed but upon necef- 
fity, when the river is frozen, becaufe in the paffage from Sarataf to Inferat, which is 
ten days’ journey, there is nothing to be had for man or horfe.' At Mofcow the cuftoms 
are the fame as at Aftracan, viz. five per cent, and all the Afians, viz. Turks, Perfians, 
Armenians, and others, lodge in a fort of inns; but the Europeans lie in a place by 
themfelves all together. * 

*3. There are few countries in the world that are fo little vifited by European 
travellers as thofe about the Black Sea, and indeed there are feveral reafons for it. In 
the firfl place, the Turks will fuffer no trade to be carried on by fea in any other than 
then* own veffels, and fo jealous they are on this head, that when the Ruffians were 
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readers of Afoph, and (hared by that means in the navigation of the Black Sea, they 
were never eafy. It is, in the next place, a very rare thing, even for fuch as travel for 
pleafure through the dominions of the Grand Signior, to drike out of the common road 
purely to gratify their curiofity, nor indeed in luch a country as this would that be al¬ 
ways fafe. And ladly, the common reports of mod of thefe countries place both them 
and their inhabitants in fo bad a light, that few have any curiofity to be better acquainted 
with them. Our author’s journey was by mere accident; he took this route to Perfia 
is the mod convenient at that time for his purpofe; and it was alfo by accident 
M. de la Motraye took many years after the fame route, and their accounts agree, 
generally fpeaking, very well ; but fome points in both feem to ftand in need of 
explanation. 

Our author has given but a very (hort account of the Crim Tartars, and therefore it 
is neceffary to fay fomething more of them. Authors differ very much as to the con¬ 
dition of this nation, that is to fay, whether they ought to be confidered as free and 
independent, as allies or as fubjefts to the Turks. Indcad of endeavouring to difcufs 
the quedions, we (hall leave them to the decifion of the reader, after reporting a few 
matters of fatt. There are not many towns in this Tartary, and in thofe that have any 
fortreffes, the Turks have garrifons. The Tartar Princes are rarely admitted into and 
never allowed to lodge in them. Caffa, we have elfewhere (hewn, was once a very fine 
city, and is dill a good port, which is in the power of the Turks; fo is BaluclaWa,, 
which is dill a better port, and, if we may depend upon the Turkilh writers, is not ex¬ 
ceeded by any in the world, either for the depth of water, or fecurity from winds. The- 
town of Chirck, upon the Straits of Daman, has alfo a very fine port, but it ia an 
open place, and belongs to the Tartars. The capital of this country properly fpeaking, 
is Bafcia Sarai, which is the refidence of the Khan, was taken by the Rulfians in the- 
late war, and totally dedroyed. The Khan of the Tartars, though a fovereign prince, 
is appointed and depofed by the Grand Signior, but he is always fucceeded by a prince 
of his own family; and this prefumptive fucceffor, whether he be the brother or the fon of 
the reigning prince, is dyled Sultan Galga. The fecond prince of the family is dyled 
Hor Bey, the third, Noradin Bey, and the red of the young princes have particular 
titles. It is to be obferved of the Tartars in general, that even the meaned and mod 
Aupid of them is fo much mader of his genealogy, as to know exadly of what 
family he is defcended, and to what tribe his family belongs. The truth of the matter 
is, that they refemble exadly Highland and Iriih clans, and like them, are commanded, 
by chiefs. 

Every didinft family or clan of the Tartars, is by them,dyled Horda, and the chief,. 
Murfa, or as others write it, Mirza. Amongd the Crim Tartars there are four great 
tribes, to which all their hords belong, and the chiefs of thefe four tribes are the coun- 
fellors of the Khan, without whofe confent he can undertake nothing of importance. 
Hereditary right is the fundamental law of all the Tartars, and the dignity of Mirza, or 
chief, defcends from father to fon. The Khan of Crim Tartary can bring eighty thou- 
fand men into the field, but his contingent, when called to aflid the Grand Signior, con- 
fids of thirty thoufand horfe. All the world knows that thefe Tartars are very far from, 
being handfome, but they are, generally fpeaking, brave, hardy, a&ive, and enterprifing, 
and their hbrfes refemble them, for worfe looking or better beads for fervice, the world; 
does not produce. As for riches, they confid in horfes and in fiaves; and as for their 
manner of living, it is equally coarfe and barbarous in the opinion of all other nations,, 
and honourable and happy in their own. They are very nofpitable and kind to one. 
another, fo that every man is at home in his neighbour’s houfo. Neither are they lets. 
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civil and refpe&ful to fuch ftrangers as come among them, who are very welcome to 
what they have, and would be as welcome if they had more. One thing is remarkable, 
when any ftranger comes to their tents, he is ferved by their children, and not by their 
Haves, let the quality of the mailer b.e what it will. A gentleman who was in the fervice 
of Charles XII. palling through this country in his way to Bender, where that Monarch 
then was, lodged in the tent of a principal Mirza, and when it was time to go to reft, 
his fon made up for the ftranger a bed of fkins, by the fide of which he fet a little ftool, 
with a pipe, a box of tobacco, and a bottle of excellent lherbet. In the morning he 
came and rolled up the bed, prefented him cakes, butter, coffee, and milk, and brought 
him likewife his boots. The father, who was a kind of Prince, when the gentleman 
expreffed fome aftonifhment at his putting his fon upon fuch offices, made him this 
anfwer; “ Friend, this world is a lottery, in which there are many blanks to a prize-; 
“ though I have many Haves, yet, by the fortune of war, my fon may become a Have ; 
“ it is fit, therefore, he fhould learn to behave in all conditions; the Khan does the fame 
** thing; and befides, let me tell thee, ftranger, that among the Tartars, we hold the 
“ meaneft office done to a friend as the higheft honour, and therefore never lhare 
4 ‘ it with our Haves.” 

As the Tartars are chiefly known to the reft of the world by their excurfions, we 
cannot defcribe them better, than by (hewing in what manner they ad on fuch occalions, 
wherein, without doubt, they difcover an extraordinary genius for this manner of 
making war, which, however barbarous it may feem to us, anfwers all the ends of war 
to them, by furnilhing Haves and booty in abundance, which fupplies them with the 
>means of happinefs in time of peace. It is very true that they" run through great 
hazards and hardlhips in time of war, but then thefe hazards and hardlhips are all 
that they fuftain, for when they return to their tents they are free and independent, 
have neither care nor folicitude, but are princes in their own family, and live in what 
manner they like beft, without any apprehenfions or conftraint. To us, indeed, even their 
repofe and luxury appears a mod fhocking and hideous courfe of life ; but it appears 
otherwife to them ; and, after all, if there be any thing certain in this world, it is this, 
that the true ftandard of happinefs is opinion. But to come to the point; every Tartat 
that goes into the field, carries with him two horfes, which are taught to follow without 
being led, and are confequently ufeful to, without embarraffing their mailer. On thefe 
horfes they lay a fack of rye meal, and another with bifcuit and fait, which is dll the 
baggage and provifions wherewith they are encumbered. It is only a few of the com¬ 
manders that are provided with tents ; the reil pafs the night in the following manner. 
They carry with them four iharp ftakes, which they drive into the ground, and upon 
thefe they fix their mantle, which ferves for a bed; their wooden faddle fupplies the 
place of a pillow, and a coarfe thick cloth, which is thrown acrofs the horfe’s back under 
the faddle, becomes a coverlid. The horfes are tied to the pickets with pretty long 
cords; and while their malleus fleep, the beafts very handily remove thefnow with their 
forefeet, and feed upon the grafs that is under it, taking now and then a mouthful of 
fnow to moiften it. When a horfe tires, his mailer cuts his throat upon the fpot, and 
diftributes his flelh among his friends, who make him the fame compliment when 
occafion offers. The beft part of the flelh they cut in flicel, of an inch thick, and thefe 
they place very neatly junder the faddle of the horfe they ride upon. When they have 
travelled three or four leagues, they difmount, turn all the pieces of flelh, and mix them 
very carefully with the fweat, which they turn up with their fingers, then to horfe again, 
and at night they fup upon this dainty dilh, which they take ready dreffed from under 
their faddles. 
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In- this maimer they will traverfe two or three hundred leagues of ground, without 
ever lighting a fire, which, they carefully avoid to prevent being difcovered j and they 
chufe the depth of winter for their expeditions, that the bogs, lakes, and rivers, being 
frozen, they may avoid all interruptions, and profecute their march with great -expedition ► 
Thus the Tartars march one hunderd in front, that is three hunderd harl'es ; every one 
of them has two, which ferve for relays, as has been faid before; their front may 
extend eight hundred or one thoufand paces, and they are eight hundred or one 
thoufand in file, which reaches four long leagues, or three when they keep clofe; 
for at other times they extend above ten leagues. This is wonderful to thofe that 
have not feen it, for eighty thoufand Tartars make up above two hundred thou- 
fand horfes. Trees are not thicker in the woods than horfes are at that time in 
the field; and to fee them at a diftance, they look like a cloud rifing in the horiaon, 
which increafes ,as it rifes, and ftrikes a terror into the boldeft; I mean thofe who 
are not ufed to fee fuch multitudes together. Thus thefe mighty armies march, 
halting every hour about half a quarter of an hour to give their horfes time to ftale ; 
and they are fo well managed, that they do it as foon as they ftop ; then the Tartars 
alight too. They.remount immediately, and go on, all which is done only by the fignal of 
a whiftle; and when they are come within three or four leagues of the borders, they 
lie ftill two or three days in fome place chofen for that purpofe, where they think they 
are concealed; there they give out orders, and refrefh their army, which they difpofe 
of in this manner; they divide it into three parts, two-thirds are to compofe one body, 
the other third is fubdivided into two parte, each making a wing, one on the right, the 
other on the left. In this order they enter the country. 

The main body moves flowly, which, in their language, they call Coehe, with the 
wings, but continually, without halting day or night, allowing but an hour to refreflt 
till they are got fixty or eighty leagues into the country, without doing any harm t 
but as foon as they begin to march back, the body holds the fame pace; then the 
general difmiffes the two wings, which have liberty, each on its own fide, to ftray ten 
or twelve, leagues from the main body; but that is to be underftood half of the way 
forward, and the other half fideways ; each wing, which may confilt of eight or ten 
thoufand men, is again fubdivided into ten or twelve fquadrons, of five or fix hundred 
men each, who run up and down to the villages, cncompafs them, making four corps 
tie garde about each village, and great fires all the night for fear any peafant fhould 
efcape them : then they fall to pillaging and burning, kill all that make any refinance* 
and take and carry away all that fubmit, not only men, women, and fucking babes, 
but the cattle, horfes, cows, oxen, fheep, goats, &c. As for the fwine, they drive and 
fhut them up in a bam, or fuch like place, and fire the four cornersfo great is the 
loathing they have for thofe creatures. The wings being allowed to ftray but ten or 
twelve leagues (as ha6 been faid), return with their booty to their main body, which is 
eafily done; for they leave a great track, marching above fifty in front j fo that they 
have nothing to do but to follow, and in four or five hours they join their body again, 
where, as foon as they are come, two other wings, confifting of the like number as the 
former, go out on the right and left, to make much the fame havock; then they come 
in, and two others go out, and fo continue their excurfions without ever diminifhing 
their body, which, as has been mentioned, makes two-thirds of the army, and move 
gently, to be always in breath and ready to fight their enemy, if they fhould meet 
them, though their defign is not to meet, but to avoid them as much as poffible. They 
never return the fame way they broke in, but take a compafs the better to efcape; for 
they always fight ia their own defence, nay, and they muft be forced to it, without they 
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kno w themfelves. to be ten to one; and yet would they coqfider ef it before they fell 
on ; for thefe Tartars do not enter Poland to fight, but to pillage by way of furpriae. 
When the Polanders meet them, they make work, forcing them to get home fader than 
their ufual pace. At other times, after they have fufficiently plundered and robbed, 
they enter upon the defart plains in the frontiers, thirty or forty leagues in length, 
and being in that place of fafety, make a great halt, recovering breath, and putting 
themfelves into order, if they were in any confufion, on account of meeting the 
Polanders. 

At their return from fbch an incurfion, the Khan receives his tenth of the whole 
booty, which is afterwards divided amongft the feveral bords, and every Mirza. receives 
the tenth of the fhare that belongs to his hord; after which, what remains is divided 
fairly and regularly amongft all that ferved in the excurfion. It is, undoubtedly, on© 
of the mod mocking fpe&acles thatcan be beheld, to fee the unhappy people of all ages, 
ranks, and fexes, that have been thus carried away, feparated from each other, and 
torn away by their relentlefs mafters, who either keep and employ them in fervile work, 
or fell them, if they think proper, to the Turks, Perfians, Circaffians, or any of the 
adjacent nations, or to the merchants who come up into their countries on porpofe to 
buy flaves. It is from their fortune in thefe kind of excurfions, that the Tartar princes 
become rich and potent; for what they receive from their parents is very inconfiderable, 
and they make no fcruple of telling ftrangers, when they admire the number of their 
tents, horfes, cattle, and flaves, that what they have was acquired by their fword and 
bow *, and that if they had been lefs lucky in their expeditions, they had been as poor 
and as miferable as any of their fubjetts. By leading this kind of life they become very 
afrive and vigorous, capable of enduring prodigious fatigue, fo as to go without ileep 
for many nights together, and with little or no food for many days; but when they 
come to have more leifure, they will fetch this up by fleeping forty-eight hours upon the 
ftretch, and will crowd three or four meals into one. Their good and bad qualities are 
peculiar to themfelves, and feem to be derived entirely from the kind of life they lead ; 
for though they will fight very bravely, yet they muft be forced to-it, chufing much 
rather to fly, if it be pra&icable. They will, drink very freely upon certain oceafions, 
but upon fuch oceafions only, for at other times they are both abftemious and fober. 
The Crim Tartars are very far from being jealous, and are, generally fpeaking, con¬ 
tent with one wife, feldom making ufe of their flaves as concubines; but then they are 
mercilefs mafters, treat their flaves injhe fame manner as their cattle, and fell them 
with as little ceremony. Under misfortunes they are patient, or rather fullen, but 
what little education they have makes fome difference amongft them, as appears by fuch 
of their Khans as are banilhed to R hodes, whieh is the common place of their exile 
when depofed, where they live very handfomely, and without any dejeftion of fpirit. 
Indeed this misfortune happens fo frequently, that they cannot be much furprized at it. 
In the court of the Khan’s palace at Bafcia Saray, there are two tombs of princes who 
died in poffeflion of that dignity, and, it is fuppofed, were erefted there as curiofities 
in that refpeft. I have dwelt the longer upon this fubjedt, becaufe I take it to be both 
inftrudlive and entertaining. 

In order to apprehend clearly the nature of our author’s Voyages and Travels, we 
muft confider the countries that lie upon the Black Sea, which is every where fhut in by 
the land, except at the narrow Streights of Conftantinople. On the weft fide lies the 
European coaft, viz. the maritime parts of Moldavia, Bulgaria, and Romania, extend¬ 
ing fromfouth to north, that is, from Conftantinople to Oczakow, in a ltraight line, about 
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three hundred and twenty miles. On the north fide lies the Little Tartary, the penin¬ 
sula of Crim, and the great country of Circaflia, that circumfcribe the Palus Meotis, 
which communicates with the Black Sea by the Streights of Daman or Theman, which 
have the peninfula of Crim on one fide, and Circaflia on the other. Thus it appears 
that Circaflia makes the north-eaft boundary of the Black Sea, and ftretches itfelf quite 
to the Cafpian. The countries lying on the weft fide of the Black Sea, and to the 
Couth of Circaflia, are Mingrelia, Immorctta, and Guriel, of which our author has 
given a large and very good defcription. 

Thefe countries are all mountainous and narrow, haying behind them towards the 
Cafpian, the large country of Georgia, which borders immediately on the Perfian 
■dominions, having Circaflia on the north, the countries of Mingrelia, Immoretta, 
Guriel, and Armenia, on the weft, the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, and the territories of 
•of Perfia to .the fouth. The feveral nations that inhabit thefe countries are, properly 
/peaking, Tartars, or very little better; and though there are fome towns, and even cities, 
•yet moft of the inhabitants live in tents. The Princes of the Circaflians are hereditary 
ohiefs of clans, like other Tartars, and it is certainly a degree of complaifance to efteem 
them Chriftians. It muft be however allowed, that they are not quite fo barbarous, or 
to fpeak with greater propriety, fo far removed in their manners from ours, as other 
Tartars, notwithftanding their unnatural and deteftable cuftomof felling their children; 
fork iscertain that they take a good deal of pains in their education, but with no other 
view than that of bringing them to a better market. The boys, befides riding, hunting, 
/hooting, and martial exercifes, are taught feveral languages, and as they are very active 
in their perfons, have quick wits,- and are of bold and enterprifing natures, they 
rife frequently to great preferment, both in Turkey and in Periia ; as for the girls, 
they are likewife taught the Turkifh and Perfian tongues, mufic, dancing, and to re¬ 
peat imorous novels and romances. If it may be accounted wonderful to fee parents 
part wkh their children with fo much eafe as they do, it is certainly not at all lefs ftrange 
to fee the children quit their fathers and mothers not oiily without pain, but with the 
utmoft alacrity, the girls more efpecially. This arifes from the ftories they are told, 
of the vaft fortunes that their countrywomen have made in different parts of the world, 
•which fills them with afpiring thoughts, and to fay the truth, their flavery is none of 
the hardeft, for the merchants who buy them take as much care as is poflible to improve 
their education, and are fo far from making any attempts upon their chaftity, that they 
are the moft jealous guardians of it in the world, becaufe all the hopes they have of 
felling them to advantage are founded in the extreme fondnefs the Mahometans have 
for virgins, and when they are fold, it is at fo high a price, that thofe who buy them 
muft be both able and difpofed to maintain them in affluence. 

There is no need to add any remarks on the remaining part of this feftion, becaufe 
whatever requires farther explanation will be fet in a clear light in the fubfequent fec- 
tions; only it may not be amifs to obferve, that fince the declenfion of the Perfian 
empire, the Ruffians have taken many of the Circaflian and Georgian princes under 
their protection, and it is highly probable that in time the reft will follow their example, 
which perhaps may render the country more acceflible, and prove the means of drawing 
the inhabitants out of t^eir prefent ftate of barbarifm. If this could be done, and they 
once civilized, and brought under one fovereign, or even two or three that lived in toler¬ 
able harmony with each other, there is no doubt that they might be able to defend them- 
felves againft any that fhould attack them, and by the happinefs of their fituation, between 
the Euxine and the Cafpian Seas, and the many valuable commodities their country 
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produces, they might very fpeedily eftablHh a much more profitable as well as reputable- 
commerce, than that which they have hitherto carried on. The late Schah Nadir, 
who had great views with refpett to trade, was very defirous of forcing a paffage to the 
Black Sea, where he intended to have eftablilhed a port from which he expeaed vaft 
things, but very probably thefe great defigns will fall with him, and as the prefeat 
generation is not like to fee his equal, we mult leave to pofterity the hopes of beholding 
thefe countries and their inhabitants in a better fituation than they are at prefent, for 
which they feem to have been defigned by nature $. in a worfe, however, they 
cannot well be. 
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A 

COPIOUS AND CIRCUMSTANTIAL DESCRIPTION 
or THE 

GREAT EMPIRE OF PERSIA, 

ITS SITUATION, EXTENT, DISTRIBUTION OF ITS PROVINCES, CLIMATE, RIVERS, SEAS, 
SOIL, PRODUCE, AND THE CHIEF CITIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY $ 

A3 TO AFFORD A PERFECT IDEA OF ITS CONDITION IN PAST AND PRESENT TIMES. 

Collected from the Writings of the moft famous Travellers, particularly from thofe of Herbert , Chardin, 
Tavernier , Thevenot, Le Brun , and others, their feveral Remarks and Obfervations being all digefted in 
into a regular and eafy Method. 


I.. The Situation and Extent of the Perjian Empire , with a fuccind Account of the Reafons 
why a clear and perfed Notion of the Territories which compofe this Empire is of fuch 
Importance towards a right Idea of general Hijlory and Geography. — 2. A dijlind and 
accurate Defcription of the feveral Provinces under the Dominion of the Perfian Em¬ 
peror, their ancient and modern Names, Situation, Extent, chief Cities, and Ports. 
— 3. The Air and Climate of Perjta in its different Parts ; with an Account of the 
hot and Jlifting Winds fo dangerous to Travellers on the Sea-coajl. — 4. The Rivers in 
this Country, and the various Methods made ufe of to dffufe the Water by Canals and 
Aqueduds ; and an Account of the Seas upon which it borders. — 5. Of the Appearance 
of the Country in general , and of the Diverjity of Soils in Perfta. — 6 . Of the particular 
Hujbandry ufed in this Country, the Produce of Arable Lands and Gardens. — 7. Of 
the Variety of Fruits, Trees , Flowers, and Shrubs, that grow therein. — 8. Of medicinal 
Drugs that are brought from Perfta , particularly Opium, AJfafcetida, and Bezoar. — 
9. A large and curious Account of the Animals, tame and wild, in the feveral Provinces 
of Perfta. —10. Of the Fowls, Birds, and Fijh in this Country, and the Reafon why 
the latter is fofcarce at Ifpahan. — 11. Of the Minerals in Perfta, and of precious Stones, 
particularly the Turquois, held to be peculiar to this Country. — 12. Of the Manner of 
building in Perfta, how well adapted to their Climate, and of the Methods ufed to keep 
their houfes cool andpleafant, even in the hottejl Seafons. — 13. A particular Defcription 
of the capital City of Ifpahan or Spahawn, with its peculiar Beauties and Blemijhes. — 
14 .A dijlind Defcription of the Royal Palace and of the Imperial Mofque. — 18. Of the 
Bagnios Gardens, and Bridges in the City of Ifpahan, and in its Neighbourhood.— 
1 6 . A large Defcription of the Borough or Suburb of Julpha, with an Account of the 
Armenians who inhabit it. — 17. The noble City of Chiras deferibed, with an Account of 
the adjacent Country, and its Produce. —18. An Account of the noble Antiquities 
at Tchelminar, the Remains of the ancient Perfepolis, jujlly efleemed the mojl glorious 
Antiquity in the World. — 19. Of other Places of Note in Perfta, more efpecially upon 
its Sea-coajl, and of the Defign of Schah Nadir to have removed the Capital of the 
Perjian Empire, with the Reafons upon which that Projed was founded. — 20. A 
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Comparijbn between the pafi and prefent State of Perfta, in regard as well to fhe 

Fertility and Riches of the Country , as of the great Cities and Ports. — ii. Remarks » 

biftorical , political ,- and critical ', upon the foregoing Seflion. 

j. PT'HERE is fcarceany country in the world which makes a greater figure in hifto- 
.A. ries, faCredor profane, ancient or modem', than this of which we are fpeaking. 
In the Scriptures the deliverance of the Jews by Cyrus; the protection they received 
from his fucceflors; the memorable prefervation of the whole people from the dark 
and deep laid plot of Haman, all refer to this potent empire and its monarchs. In refer¬ 
ence to the Greek hiftory, the earlier parts of it turn entirely on the difputes between 
the free ftates of Greece and the great King, as the latter contain nothing more than 
the hiftory of the fubverfion of the Perfian empire by Alexander the Great, and the 
divifion of its feveral provinces after his deceafe among his captains. In regard to the 
Roman hiftories again, we find the Parthians continually difpudng the progrefs of their 
arms in the eaft, and the moft confiderable part of the Conftantinopolitan hiftory, before 
the irruption of the Saracens proved fatal to both empires, comprehends the difputes 
between the fucceflors of Conftantine the Great and the Emperors of Perfia. From 
the time the Saracens became 'matters of this country, the fucceflion of their Caliphs 
forms a principal branch of the Oriental hiftory down to the extinction of their dominion. 
Since that time the feveral conquerors of this empire have fufficiently diftinguifhed them- 
felves to deferve notice, and even the frequency of revolutions in this country make the 
hiftory of it more curious and more entertaining. We know very little of the etymo¬ 
logy of the word Perfia, feme fay it was fo called from the hero Perfeus, fon of Jupiter 
and Danae, but that feems to be a very ridiculous fable; others derive it from Perfes, 
a nobleman of that country, in times of great antiquity, but with refpeCt to this alfo 
there wants both probability and proof; neither is the third account of the matter, 
which derives its name from Paras, that fignifies a horfe, very fatisfaftory j and as for 
the modem Perfian word Fars, it is vifibly derived from Perfia, and therefore cannot 
help us to explain it. As to the oriental writers, they know it not at all by this 
name, but ftyle it conftantly Iran. In order to apprehend the meaning of this 
name, which is abfolutely neceflary to the underftanding their hiftories, we are to 
know, that an ancient King of this country, or rather of the Upper Afia, whofe name 
was Ferri doun, had two fens, Tour and 4 Irag, who fucceeded him in his dominions, the 
former had all the country on the other fide the river Oxus, which by the way, the 
Orientals ftyle Gihon, and the other the country on this fide. Hence arifes the diftinc- 
tion of all the countries in the Upper Afia (China and the Indies excepted) into Touran 
and Iran ; the former comprehending Great Tartary, and all the countries bordering 
or depending upon it, and the latter Perfia in like manner, with all its dependencies. 
As for the modem writers in the Perfian tongue, as they ftyle their fovereign Shah, fo 
they give his dominions the title of Shahiftan, or the territories of the Shah. 

We will proceed next to the fituation of this country, and this is beft Ihewn b£ mark¬ 
ing the dominions of thefe Princes that confine it; for as to the diftinft and precife 
limitations of this empire, it is impoflible to lay them down with accuracy or certainty, 
becaufe they depend upon the power of its monarchs, which flu&uates every day. On 
the eaft it has the dominions of the Great Mogul, the ocean and the Gulph of Perfia 
towards the fouth, the territories of the Grand Signior on the weft, and the country of 
Circafiia, the Cafpian Sea and the river Oxus, which divides it from the Ufbeck Tartary, 
on the north. It may not be amifs to obferve, that the northern and fouthem bounda¬ 
ries feldom or never vary, as being fixed by nature; but on the eaft and weft the Per- 
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flans fometimes encroach upon, but in later times have been oftener encroached upon 
by their neighbours, as will appear more clearly when we come to {peak partic ular ly 
of its provinces. 

As to its extent, it reaches from fouth to north about twenty degrees, that is, from 
twenty-five to forty-five degrees of north latitude. It contains pretty near the fame 
number of degrees of longitude, the neareft of its provinces lying in the longitude of 
forty-five, and the moft diftant about fixty-fix degrees eaft from the meridian of Lon¬ 
don. According to the ordinary computation, allowing for the divifion made by the 
Cafpian Sea, it is a fquare of between eleven and twelve hundred miles, which mews 
plainly, that it is one of the moft confiderable countries of Afia; and if it was as 
thoroughly inhabited ns the excellency of its fituation, climate, and foil deferve, its 
monarchs would be, doubtlefs, as powerful as any fovereign Princes in the world; 
though at prefent, from a multitude of concurring accidents, it feems to be thinner in 
people, and weaker in point of government, than any of the other four Afiatic empires. 
As Perfia, properly fo called, is but a very fmall country in comparifon of what now 
goes under that name, fo the different times and occafions by which the other diftriCts 
that now depend upon it were annexed thereto, render it extremely difficult to fix the 
number, the names, and the fituation of its provinces, about which hardly any two geogra¬ 
phers or travellers have been hitherto able to agree; therefore the reader will not think it 
itrange, if the account we give of them differs from thofe he has met with before. 

2 . In order to deliver as plain an account of this matter as is poffible, we fhall ob- 
ferve, that the moft accurate of the Perfian writers themfelves divide their country into 
thirteen provinces, and therefore it appears moft reafonable to follow that divifion; 
and it may likewife be convenient to purfue their method of defcribing them ; as this 
is a thing altogether arbitrary, and there feems to be the fame caule to take it one 
way as another, provided that when the method is once chofen it is clofely purfued, 
that the reader may be able to trace it exadtly, without confufion, and even to form 
in his head, as it were, a fcheme of the whole country that is laid before him. We 
lhall begin then with the north-eaft, and fo palling along fouthward, defcribe all the 
countries of Perfia that lie towards the frontiers either of Tartary or India. We lhall 
then defcribe the provinces on the ocean and the Perfian Gulph, together with fuch as 
lie within land; thofe on the frontiers of the Turkilh empire will follow thefe, and we lhall 
end with the provinces that lie north-weft and north on the coaft of the Cafpian Sea. 

I. Aftarabat, or Ellarabat, is fituated on the coaft of the Cafpian Sea, to the fouth 
of the opening of the river Amu or Oxus; it hath Chorafan on the eaft, and on 
the fouth the province of Mafanderan, on the weft the Cafpian Sea, and part of Tartary 
on the north. It is but fmall, having thirty-five leagues in length from weft to eaft, 
and fifteen in breadth from north to fouth ; for which reafon many of our geogra¬ 
phers include it within the great province of Chorafan. In regard to fertility, as well 
ns to its climate, there is not a finer country in Perfia. A ridge of hills that run 
through it furnilK abundance of fmall rivulets, and fome fine rivers that, running 
through it into the Cafpian Sea, clothe the country, for a great part of the year, with 
continual verdure. The capital of this province has the lame name with the province 
itfelf, and is one of the beft built cities in Perfia; and as it is a frontier towards Tar¬ 
tary, it is tolerably fortified, and has commonly a good garrifon. It Hands upon a 
gulph of the fame name, and has a very good port for fmall veffels that do not draw 
any great depth of water. There are in it both filk and woollen manufactures, and 
the inhabitants drive a great trade in a fort of camblets, that are much efteemed both 
for beauty and ftrength. The couatry about is well cultivated, and as for the.weftem 
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put of the province, it is a perfeft orchard, abounding with fruits of all kinds, as well 
as with line trees for fhade and for timber; but the fame thing cannot be faid of the 
eaftern part of the province, which being expofed to the inroads of the Ulbeck Tar¬ 
tars, is fo depopulated, that, in fpite of the kmdnels of Nature, it looks like a perfect 
defart. 

IL Chorafan is efteemed the faireft, richeft, and moll fertile province of the whole em¬ 
pire, and is the country known to the ancients by the name of Ba&ria; it is divided by 
the mountains of Balck from Great Bucharia, has the principality of Candahar on the 
$aft, the province of Segiftan on the fouth, the provinces of Yerack and Mafanderan to 
the weft, and the province of Efterabat and the river Amu on the north. It is thought 
to be about one hundred German leagues in compafs. The climate is very temperate, 
the foil extremely fruitful, abounding with rich fruits, fine pafturages, producing 
excellent corn, wine, and filk, and affording befides rich mines of gold, filver, and 
precious ftones. It was formerly the belt peopled, the beft planted, and the beft built pro¬ 
vince in Perfia, but of late the incurfions of the Ufbeck Tartars have laid one half of 
it wafte ; and though for a few years they were kept in awe by the Shah Nadir, who 
drove them out of this country, for which he had a peculiar affection, yet it is not to 
be fuppofed, while the affairs of the Perfian empire are in confufion, that they can be 
long reftrained. The chief city of this province is Mefchid, or Thous, of which we 
fhall have occaffon to fpeak more hereafter; and befides this, there are many other 
confiderable places, fuch as Nichabour, Herat, Tcharkez, Amonoye, &c. 

III. Sabluftan, bounded on the north by the provinces of Chorafan and Candahar, 
which latter is fometimes reckoned a part of this province, on the eaft by the dominions 
of the Great Mogul, and on the fouth and weft by the province of Segiftan. The cli¬ 
mate is tolerable, but the foil is extremely mountainous and barren $ the inhabitants 
are, generally fpeaking, boorifh and rude, at leaft in companion of the reft of the Per- 
fians, yet the capital of the province, which is the city of Boft, is large, well built, well- 
inhabited, and the country about it is exceedingly well cultivated ; all which arifes from 
its lying in the dire& road to the Indies. It is a place of great trade, abounds with 
manufactures and ft rangers from all countries, and with the diftrift about it, looks fo 
very unlike all the reft of the province, that it feems to have dropt into it from the 
clouds. Some other towns there are, but of no great importance, only it is fifc to 
remark, that the people of this country make the nardieft foldiers, and are the beft 
infantry in the Perfian empire. 

IV. Segiftan, which feems to have been the Drangiana of the ancients, is bounded 
by Sabluftan on the north, the territories of the Great Mogul on the eaft, by the pro¬ 
vinces of Makeran on the fouth, and by part of the province of Kerman on the weft. 
This country is tolerably fruitful, and is particularly remarkable for its palm-trees and its 
excellent dates, but it is greatly expofed to winds, which fometimes drive the fands in 
fuch a manner, as to cover the houfes, and even whole villages. It was formerly famous 
for its gold mines, which, if we may truft the Perfian authors, were the richeft in the 
world, the veins fometimes pufhing to the very furface j in which they are counte¬ 
nanced by fome very ancient Greek authors. This province has produced both heroes 
and learned men, who have from thence borrowed the furname of Segiftani, which by 
the way is a practice very common in Perfia. The capital is the city of Zereng, more 
commonly ftyled Segiftan, but a place of no great note. There are befides two other 
places of fome figure in this country, Cobin and Maftich. 

V. Macran, or Macheran, fuppofed to be the ancient Gedrofia, is bounded by 
Segiftan on the north, i>y the dominions of the Great Mogul on the eaft, by the ocean 
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on the fonth, and by the province of Kerman towards the weft ; it is looked upon as 
one of the worft provinces in Perfia, the air being very indifferent, and the foil barren j 
' it is but indifferently peopled, and the inhabitants are efteemed barbarous and faith* 
lefs. The chief towns in it are Makeran, Paflir, and Geft } the north part of it is 
entirely a defart of ten days* journey; it has, indeed, a port at Guadel, but of no 
great confequence, for it is capable of receiving only fmall veffels, and is befides not 
very feCure. 

VI. Kerman, which is without doubt the Caramania of the ancients, a very large and 
noble province, which may be well efteemed one of the moft beautiful in Perfia. It is 
bounded by Segiftan and Makeran towards the eaft, the ocean towards the fouth, the 
province of Fars towards the weft, and by a defart which feparates it from the province 
of Yerac Agemi, towards the north. Some part of it is mountainous and barren enough j 
but the vallies are wonderfully fertile, producing fruits, roots and flowers in vaft abun¬ 
dance ; it is in this province that fuch vaft quantities of rofes grow, as enable the inhabit¬ 
ants to carry on a confiderable trade in role-water, which is highly efteemed not only 
throughout all the eaft, but in Europe; they have alfo very rich mines in this 
country, particularly thofe of Turquoifes, of which we fhall fpeak hereafter; ad¬ 
mirable fteel, out of which they fabricate all kind of arms, and they have beftdes great 
manufactures of tapeftry. But after all, the principal glory of this country is its fheep, 
the wool of which is efteemed the fineft in the world ; and they have a very Angular 
way of coming at it, for at a certain feafon of the year they pull it from the backs of 
the animals with their fingers, fo that the fheep are entirely naked ; this wool is all 
wrought in its natural colours, and without dye; it is of three forts, the firft brown, 
the fecond.of a fpeckled grey, and the third of a milk-white; this laft is the moft 
efteemed $ for there is none of it that ever goes out of the country, for it is entirely 
employed in making garments for their moulhas, or men of the law, and priefts, who 
wear nothing elfe. There are in this province more of the Gubers, Gaurs, or fire* 
worfhippers, who are the remains of the andent Perfians, than in all the empire befide; 
and thefe frugal and indufbrious people manufacture from'the other two forts of wool, 
feveral kinds of light fluffs, which in point of beauty and luftre are not at all inferior 
to filk. The city of Kerman is the capital of the province, it is large and well peopled, 
provifions are cheap there, and in the neighbourhood they have a manufacture of 
eartnen-ware, which comes very near porcelain. The fort of Gambroon, and the ifland 
of Ormus, are by fome authors reckoned dependent upon this province, which has 
produced feveral great heroes,' learned phyficians, excellent poets, and in a word, 
famous men of every kind; atnongft the reft, the celebrated Achmet Kermani, who 
was poet laureat to Tamerlane, and compofed in Perfian verfe the aCts of Alexander 
the Great, of Gingifchanj and of his patron. ' 

VII. Fars or Farfiftan, as the Perfians call it, is the ancient Perfia Proper, the Orien¬ 
tals fay that it derives its name from Fars, the fon of Azaz, that is Arphazad the fon of 
Shem, the fon of Noah; but what authority they have for this is more than I can de-- 
termine: it is bounded on the eaft by Kerman, by the Gulph of Perfia on the fouth, 
by the province of Chufiftan towards the weft, and by a great defart called Nau- 
bendighian upon the north, which feparates it from Yerac Agemi. This fandy defart 
is of a vaft extent, and reaches to the frontiers of the province of Chorafan; it is the 
fame we have mentioned before, in fpeaking of the province of Kerman. This is a rich 
and noble country, abounding with all the neceffaries of life, but moreefpedally famous 
for producing in the neighbourhood of Shiraz, the richeft and fineft wine in Perfia 4 
but the imperial grape of Tauris is efteemed moft pleafant and lufdous for eating. 
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They have alfo an admirable glafs manufafture in this province, where they blow 
bottles of an enormous lize, fome that are faid to hold three gallons of our meafure ; 
but they keep their wine in earthen veffels, as we lhall have occafion to Ihew hereafter. 
The chief cities in this country are Shiraz, which will be defcribed elfewhere. Lar, 
formerly the capital of a. little independent principality ; Bander Congo, a port upon 
the Perfian Gulph, to which we may add, though, as I have faid, fome comprehend it 
under the province of Kerman, the famous port of Gambroon, or Bander Abaffi. On the 
oppofite fhore of Arabia there is a finall territory, called from the principal place 
therein, Elcatiff, which formerly belonged to the Perfians, and was fometimes annexed to 
the government of Farfiftan, which is one reafon why I mention it here j another is, 
that m feveral maps, and in many oriental authors, the Perfian Gulph is from hence 
called the Sea of Elcatiff. 

VIII. Chufiftan, the Sufiana of the ancients, is bounded on the eaft by the provinces 
of Farfiftan and Yerac, by the Gulph of Perfia on the fouth, by the territory of Baffora 
on the weft, and by the province of Curdeftan on the north; the capital of this country 
is Schoufter, believed with reafon to be the. city of.Shulhan mentioned in the book of 
Either, famous for a- noble palace built here by the Perfian Monarch Artaxerxes, who 
is the Ahafuerus of the Scripture, and for the tomb of the prophet Daniel, of neither of 
which there are now any remains, though a Perfian author of great credit allures us, 
tha t the latter was Handing in his time, and that he had feen it. 

IX. Curdeftan, or Curdiftan, part of the ancient Affyria, bounded on the weft by the 
dominions of the Grand Signior, by the province of Chufiftan on. the fouth, by Erac. 
Agemi on the eaft, and by Arderbeitzan or Media on the north ; it is with very little 
reafon that this country finds a place among the provinces of Perfia, for the Curds are 
a nation that fometimes own the protection of the Porte, and fometimes profefs a de¬ 
pendence upon the Shah, but are in reality fubjefts tq neither; they are, to fay the 
truth, a very extraordinary race of highlanders, governed by their own. hereditary 
chiefs, and the reafon that I ftyle them extraordinary is, becaufe their force confifts in 
horfe, of which fome chiefs can bring hundreds, others thoufands, and it has been 
known, that a chief has brought twenty thoufand into the field, where they behave as 
well as any troops in the world. As to their religion they call themfelves Mahome¬ 
tans, but except circumcifion and abftinence from wine, m both which they are very 
itrift, they obferve no other precepts of the Alcoran, and have neither moulahs nor 
mofques, except in two or three of their great towns. The mountains, of which this 
country is full, are rude and. barren, but the vallies are fertile and pleafant, producing 
great quantities of tobacco and vines ; of the former they make a great profit, but they 
make no wine of the latter, which they convert into raifins. The chief city in this 
country is Betlis, and befiaes this, there are fome other places of note, indifferently 
built, but well inhabited. Thamas Kouli Kan attacked thefe people often, but with very 
little fuccefs, and they have more than once defeated both the Perfians and the Turks 
in pitched battles, yet they aft generally on the defenfive, and feldom fight out of their 
own country. 

X. Erac Agemi, or as fome write, Azemi; the reafon of this addition is to diftinguifh 
it from a province of the Turkifh empire which is called Erac Arabi, and is precifely 
the ancient province of Babylon ; whereas Erac Agemi is the ancient Parthia. This 
noble province is bounded on the north by Aderbeitzan and Ghilan, by the province of 
Chorafan on the eaft, by Chufiftan and Farfiftan on the fouth, and by Curdeftan on 
the weft. The chief city is the capital of the Perfian empire, viz. Ifpahan, or Spahawn, 
fituate in the latitude oi thirty*two degrees, forty minutes north, and in the fiftieth 
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degree of longitude eaft from the meridian of London; there are alfo in this province 
feveral other considerable places, fuch as Cafbin, fuppofed to be the ancient Arfafia j 
Com, defcribed in the lad feftion; Sava mentioned there likewife; Hamadan, a very 
fine city on the frontiers of Curdeltan, the country about it extremely fruitful in rice, the 
mountains in the neighbourhood fupplying feveral fine rivulets, which render its terri¬ 
tory wonderfully fruitful. The Turks became mailers of it by dorm in 1623, and 
almod totally dedroyed both it and its inhabitants. Caibam, which lies about Seventy 
miles north of Ifpahan; Yezd, which is Situated one hundred and five miles to the 
eadward of that capital. 

XI. Gilan, under which the modem Perfian geographers comprehend not only the 
country properly fo called, which comprehend precifely the Hyrcania of the ancients, 
but alfo the provinces of Mazanderan and Tabredah ; So that, considered in this light, 
it is a very extenfive country, bounded by the Cafpian Sea on the north, by the pro¬ 
vince of Chorafan on the eaft, by that of Erac Agemi on the fouth, and by the great 
country of Aderbeitzan on the wed. The whole of this province is wonderfully fair and 
fruitful. It is didinguiShed from almod all the provinces of this great empire by fome 
very particular advantages. In the fird place, its Situation is very peculiar; for on the one 
fide it is covered by the fea, and towards the land it is furrounded with mountains and 
rocks that rife like fo many natural fortifications, with this Singular circumdance, that 
while they are rude, inacceilible, and terrible on that fide, which is turned towards the 
red of the provinces of the empire, they are on the infide refpe&ing this province, of 
gentle afcent, covered with perpetual verdure, and covered with groves of citrons, 
oranges, olives, and figs. The very fummitsof the mountains Shaded by cyprefs-trees 
and other excellent timber, which may be eafily tranfported to the fea-fide; for through 
this rampart of rocks, nature has formed feveral palfages fo wide, and with fuch a Hope 
as render them perfectly eafy, and yet fo well fenced on each fide, that a fmall barricade 
will render them impregnable. Another Singular benefit which this country enjoys, is 
its unbounded and amazing fruitfulnefs, which with very little cultivation pours out 
Such prodigious abundance of all things necefiary and deferable as is fcarce to be be¬ 
lieved ; for it is equally famous for its filk, its oil, its wines, its rice, its tobacco, and a 
vafl variety of fruits. In other parts of Perfia their houfes are but mean, and the 
moveables of the common people very coarfe; but here, on the contrary, every peafant 
has a good houfe, and molt of his furniture is made of box, of which they nave the 
larged and fined trees in the world, and a large garden full of citrons, oranges, figs, 
and vines, fo large, that the branches of them are frequently as big as a man's body. 
A third commodity, in fome meafiire peculiar to this province, is a'vaft abundance of 
filh in their rivers, and in that part of the Cafpian Sea which wafhes their coafts; from 
whence, as the people draw an immenfe profit, fo the Shah derives from thence a great 
revenue. The capital of this province is Refech, which (lands in the latitude of thirty- 
feven degrees of north, a large and populous city; befides which there are Kefker, 
Aftara, and other confiderable places within its bounds. Two things more deferve 
our notice; one is, that the people of this province are of the Turkifh, and not of the 
Perfian religion, that is, they are followers of Omar, and not of Ali: the other, that 
by the treaty between the Emperor Peter the Great and the Shah in 1723, this pro¬ 
vince was yielded to the Ruffians. Mazanderan and Tabreftan are alfo very confider¬ 
able countries, but fo like to Gilan in their produce, that it is not necefiary to defcribe 
them particularly. 

XII. Aderbeitzan, which comprehends the greateft and bell part of the ancient 
Media, is a very noble and beautiful country, bounded by the province of Shirvan on 
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the north, by Gilan and the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, by Erac Agemi and Curdeftan on 
the fouth, and by the river Aras or Araxis on the weft, which divides it from Georgia. 
The famous city of Tauris or Tabris, which is defcribed in the foregoing fe&ion, is the 
capital of this country, and was one of the fineft cities of Perfia, till deftroyed by the 
Turks in their laft war with the Periians, when they are faid to have put one hundred 
thoufand perfons of all ranks, ages and fexes to the fword. Ardevil is another great 
and fine city in this country, (landing about thirty miles from mount Tauris j and Sul- 
tania, which was deftroyed by Tamerlane, was fcarce inferior to any city in Perfia, as 
the ruins that ftill remain fufficiently teftify at this day. It is ftill a good town, contain¬ 
ing about fix thoufand inhabitants; but is particularly remarkable for a mod noble 
mofque, in which is the tomb of the founder of this city, the famous Sultan Mahomet 
Chodabende. This mofque has three great gates, all of polifhed fteel, and the tomb is 
feen through a grate of the fame metal, finely wrought in foliages and branches of trees ; 
and though fome of thefe are of the thicknefs of a man’s arm, yet they are fo exquifitely 
finifhed, that there is not fo much as a joint to be perceived in the whole; from whence 
the inhabitants perfuade themfelves, and would willingly perfuade ftrangers, that it is 
made of one entire piece, and affirm that it was feven years in making. 

XHI. Shirvan, or, according to the Perfian orthography, Schirwan, contains the 
northern part of Media, and is by many authors made only a part of the foregoing pro¬ 
vince ; but we comprehend within it, for the fake of keeping within bounds, the little 
province of Dageftan, and fo much of Georgia and Armenia as belongs to the Per- 
fians ; and taking it in this light, it is thus bounded ; by Circaftia and the Ruffian terri¬ 
tories on the north, by the Cafpian Sea on the eaft, by Aderbeitzan on the fouth, and 
by the Turkifh Armenia and Georgia on the weft. Schamakie is the capital of this 
province, and (lands in the latitude of forty degrees fifty minutes north, between two 
mountains well fortified, and is a place of great trade. Derbent, or Debircan, which 
fignifies an iron gate, is a famous pafs between the mountains and the Cafpian Sea. 
Baku is the only tolerable port on the weft fide of the Cafpian ; it is large and fafe, 
but not deep; the town is fmall, but well peopled, and commanded by a citadel; it 
was given up to the Ruffians by the peace of 1723. The province of Dageftan is at 
prefent for the moil part in the hands of the Tartars, and to curb this fierce nation, 
who are able to bring twenty thoufand men into the field, the Ruffians built the fortrefs 
of St. Andrew, not far from Tarku, which is the capital of this country, as Teflis is of 
that part of Georgia which belongs to Perfia. That part of Armenia which belongs to 
this country is ftyled Aran, and the capital of it is Erivan, which has been before de¬ 
fcribed. Within the bounds of this province (lands alfo the city of Nackfivan, which 
ihe inhabitants are fully convinced is the oldeft in the world, having been buui by Noah 
and his children upon their coming out of the ark, of which, if you will credit them, 
there are ftill fome remains on the mountains that are not far from hence. Thus we 
have completed a regular and geographical defcription of all the parts of this great 
empire, which will enable the reader to comprehend perfectly all that follows in the 
enfuing fedtion. And we dare alfo allure him, that he will find it of very great ufe 
towards underflanding all the hiftories of and travels through this country, already 
publifhed, as well as the accounts we may hereafter receive* from thence, which might 
otherife appear very unintelligible. 

3. Perfia, extending from the twenty-fifth degree of latitude to the forty-fifth, the 
longed day in the fouth is thirteen hours and a half, and in the north above fifteen 
hours. In fo great an extent of country it is natural to fuppofe that the air and feafons 
are very different, as in fadt we find them to be. In the middle of the empire, their 
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winter begins in November and continues till March, with fevere frofts and fnow, 
which falls in great quantities on their mountains, but not fo much in the champaign 
country ; from the month of March till May the wind is ufually, high, and from thence 
-to September they have a calm ferene heaven, without fo much as a cloud; and 
though it be pretty hot in the daytime, the refrefhing breezes which blow conftantly 
morning and evening, as well as in the night, make the fummer very tolerable, efpe- 
cially fince the nights are near ten hours long. The air is fo pure, and the liars Ihine 
with that luftre, that one man may know another very well by their light, and people 
travel much more in the night than the day. In this part of Perfia there are very 
feldom any hurricanes or tempefts and very little thunder and lightning,' nor is it fub- 
je£t to earthquakes, and the air is fo extremely dry in the fummer feafon, that you will 
not find the lead dew or moifture on any thing that is laid abroad all night, or eveft 
in the grafs, and it very feldom rains in the winter. No country is more healthful than 
the interior part of Perfia, as appears by the hale complexion of the natives ; they are 
ftrong and robuft, and, generally fpeaking, enjoy eonilant health. As for foreigners 
who come thither, it is a common obfervation, that thofe who are healthy at their 
arrival continue fo, and that thofe who are fick feldom recover. 

The air in the fouthem part of Perfia, particularly about Gombroon, is very un¬ 
healthy in the fpring and fall: our European fa&ors never pafs a year without a 
dangerous fit of illnefs, which frequently carries them off. It is an ordinary thing for 
two of them to agree, that if one of them die the furvivor lhall poffefs the other's 
fortune. Nor is this any great prejudice to their relations, for if a man leaves private 
truftees, or makes the Company his executors, the heir of the deceafed will meet with 
great difficulties in recovering the teftator’s effe£ls. The months of June, July, and 
Auguft, are healthy enough, but fo very hot, that both natives and foreigners get up 
into the mountains at that time. The hot winds which blow from the eaftward, over 
•a long tra£l of fandy defarts, are ready to fuffocate them, and fometimes there happens 
a peftilendal blaft, which ftrikes the traveller dead in an inllant. It rains but very 
feldom here any part of the year, and the water they fave then is very unwholefome. 

The provinces of Georgia, Shirvan, and Adirbeitzan, are very dry and warm in the 
fummer, but fubjeffc to ftorms and tempefts in the winter, and as fevere frofts for fix 
months as any countries on the continent in the lame latitude; but as this part of Per¬ 
fia is very mountainous, there is frequently a vaft difference between the air on the 
north ana the fouth fide of the mountains, and in a few miles travelling people think 
themfelves in a different climate ; but however cold the mountains in the north may be, 
they are extremely healthful. On the contrary, the flat country of Gilan and Mezen- 
deran, trifich lies upon the Cafpian Sea, and was the ancient Hyrcania, is very damp, 
full of (linking moraffes, and unhealthful, infomuch that the inhabitants in the fummer 
retire into the mountains, all the water they have being foul and corrupted in the hot 
fealbn; and here, and in Chorafan, it is faid earthquakes are very common. 

4. It is obfervable, that there is no country in the world of fo large an extent as 
Perfia, where there are fo few navigable rivers ; there is not fo much as one river in 
the heart of the country that will carry a boat of any burthen; and you may travel 
feveral days* journey, without meeting with any water whatever, in fome parts. The 
river Oxus, indeed, which divides Perfia from Ufbeck-Tartary, is a large ftream, but 
as there are no branches of it that arife in {he Perfian dominions, it is of little ufe to 
them. The rivers Kur and Aras, anciently called Cyrus and Araxes, which rife in the 
mountains of Ararat, and run through Georgia, Shirvan and Adirbeitzan, and having 
joined their ftreams, fall into the Cafpian Sea, are much the molt confiderable rivers in 
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m the Perfian dominions. However, there are feveral fmall rivulets which fall from 
the mountains, and are conveyed by fubterraneous channels or otherwife to their prin¬ 
cipal rides. 

Water bring fo fcarce in Perfia, there is no place, where they hufband it 
better, or have more ingenious contrivances, to convey it to their rides, and into 
their corn-fields and gardens. This is the care of the government, and there is a 
great officer in every province, who has the charge of the conveyance and diftribution 
of the waters. They turn all their little rivulets and fprings to thofe parts of the country 
where they are mod wanted ; they dig wells alfo of a prodigious depth and breadth, 
out of which they draw the water with oxen, in great leathern buckets, which bring 
emptied into rifterns, is let out as there is occafion for the fervice of the country. They 
have alfo vail fubterraneous aquedu&s, through which they convey water twenty or 
thirty leagues to the places affigned. Thefe are two fathoms high, and arched with 
brick, and at every twenty paces difiance, there are large holes like wells, which were 
made for the conveniency of carrying on the arch without working under ground too 
far, and the more eafy repairing them. The diftribudon of the river and fpring water, 
is made one day to one quarter of the town, and another day to another, as occafion 
requires, when every one opens the canal or refervatory in his gardens to receive it, 
for which every garden pays a certain fum yearly to the government, particularly about 
Ifpahan; and as it is very eafy for one to divert his neighbour’s water into his own 
channel, this is a fraud that is feverely punifhed. They give a greater, rate for river 
water, than they do for fpring-water, which is not found fo proper for the improve- 
. ment of their grounds. 

Befides the ocean, there are two feas belonging to Perfia, one on the north, and 
he other on the fouth-wefl, viz. the Cafpian Sea, and the Gulph of Boffora or Perfia, 
which have been already mentioned. The Cafpian Sea is about a hundred leagues in 
length, from north to fouth, and ninety leagues in breadth, and has near a hundred 
rivers running into it, of which the chief is the XVolga, at the mouth whereof (lands 
Aftracan; but this fea has no communication with any other, and though fo many rivers 
fall into it, there is no vifible way by which it difcharges itfelf of its waters, but they 
remain, always of the fame height, and do not either ebb or flow. The Ruffians have 
in a great meafure the foie navigation of this fea, which is very profitable to them, and 
might be made much more fo by the new trade that has been fet on foot, from Europe 
to Perfia, through Ruffia. 

The Shah Nadir was very defirous of becoming a maritime power on this fide alfo, and 
employed a gentleman of a certain country, to build him (hips of force for this pur- 
pofe, but confidering the revolutions that will probably attend his death, theTe defigns 
are like to fall to the ground. The Perfians were formerly entirely mailers of the 
gulph that feparates their country from Arabia, for which they were in a great mea¬ 
fure indebted to us, who affifled them in difpofieffing the Portuguefe of the ill and of 
Ormus, upon which they had opened a very advantageous port, allowing us half the 
cufloms a riling from the goods imported and exported here. But Shah Abbas the 
Great, thought that confideration too large, and therefore when he transferred the 
commerce to his new port of Gambroon, or Bander Abaffi, L e. the port of Abbas, 
he allowed the Eafl India Company no more than one thoufknd tomans, which makes 
three thoufand three hundred thirty-three pounds fix (hillings and eight-pence of our 
money. It was in this gulph, on. the coafl of the ifland of Baherem, that they had the 
fined pearl fifhery in the world, which produced annually above fifty thoufand pounds, 
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but in the late unfettled date of their empire, the Arabians have feized or rather re¬ 
covered this fifhery, and are in poffefiion of it, at lead for the prefent. 

5. As we have now {riven a clear account of the rivers and teas of this county, we 
will next fpeak of the foil and its produce ; and in the firft place we mud obferve, that 
there is not a country in the world, which has more mountains and fewer rivers than 
Perfia, and fome of their mountains are looked upon to be the highed on the face of 
the earth. Mount Taurus, which receives different names as it branches itfelf out into 
different provinces, runs quite through the country, from wed to ead. The loftied 
of thefe mountains are thofe called Arrarat in Armenia, the mountains which feparate- 
Media from Hyrcania, and thofe between Hyrcania and Parthia or Erak. Thofe alfo 
which divide Fars or Perfis from Carmania are exceedingly high, the mod famous of 
which is called mount Jarron, but they are generally dry barren rocks, without trees 
or herbage upon them, except thofe of Gylan or Hyrcania, and the mountains of 
Curdedan, whiah are covered with woods and very fruitful, where they are manured- 
There are vad fandy defarts, feveral days’ journey over in this kingdom, where there is 
fcarce a drop of water to be found, and the land in general upon the frontiers lies un¬ 
cultivated, to difcourage their enemies from invading them ; and in fatt there is not 
the lead fubfidence to be met with for feveral miles, whether you enter this empire 
from Turkey or India. There are however fome fruitful plains and vallies, in which 
their principal cities dand, which yield plenty of grain, and herbage, and no country 
is more fruitful than the provinces which lie upon the Cafpian Sea, as has been already 
obferved. But then Hyrcania is very unhealthful in dimmer time, which fome appre¬ 
hend proceeds from the multitude of fnakes and infe&s, which lie rotting upon the 
ground when the waters are dried up, as well as from the foulnefs of the water itfelf,. 
which is fo thick and muddy that there is no drinking it at that feafon of the year. 

As to Perfia in general, there is not a tenth part of it cultivated, not but that there 
are many vallies which bear neither grafs nor grain at prefent, which formerly when 
greater care was taken to turn the waters into them, were fruitful countries. In fome 
provinces, there are hundreds of fine aquedu&s, choaked up and buried in ruins, fo 
that it is not fo much a defe& in the foil, as the want of people, or at lead of huiband- 
men, which renders Perfia barren. The foil in fome parts is a hard gravel, and in 
others a diff whitifh clay, almod as hard as done, but either of them are fruitful enough 
when well watered, and will bear often two crops, and fometimes three in the compafs 
of a year j and if we give any credit to ancient authors, there was not a more plentiful 
country in the world than Perfia was formerly; the reafon of this alteration fome aferibe 
to the different difpofitions of the people, who have inhabited it. The ancient Perfians, 
the fire-worfhippers, it is faid, were obliged by the precepts of their religion to culti¬ 
vate the foil, and it was by them accounted a meritorious ad to plant a tree, to bring 
the water into a field, and make a barren fpot of earth produce grafs or grain, while 
the Mahometans feem to have no genius for improvements, or even to keep up what 
their ancedors have built or planted, but let every thing run to ruin; however, one 
reafon of this negled may be, that the properties of the people are in no fecurity, and 
rio wonder they have but little inclination to make improvements, when they have no 
certainty of reaping the advantage of them. 

6. Near great towns they improve their grounds with the dirt and dung of the dreet^ 
but at a greater didance, they throw their fields into little level fquares, which they 
bank about, and then turn the water into them, letting it dand in the field all night, 
which having foaked it, the water is let out next morning, and the fun Alining with almod 

a perpendicular 


Digitized by boogie 



A DESCRIPTION OE PERSIA. 


*79 

perpendicular rays'upon the moift earth, renders it fit for the produ&ion of any fort of 
grain or plants. Where the ground is light they plough with two or three oxen or buf¬ 
faloes ; but in Gilan and other countries, where they meet with a ftiff clay, it is as muck 
as eight or ten oxen can do to draw their ploughs which are very large. Rice, wheat 
and barley, are almoft the only kinds of grain growing in Perfia; oats they have none, 
and little or no rye. Their feafons are not the fame in the north as m the fouth, but 
when they are fowing in one part of the country, they are reaping in another, and in 
fome places it is not more than three months between feed-time and harveft. 

Their land never lies fallow, but it is fown once every year, at leaft, it is fo melio¬ 
rated and enriched by being flowed, and the heat of the fun afterwards working on the 
mud, that it is never out of heart. As to the rice, it mult be coiiftantly fupplied with 
water till the harveft ; but for other grain, the land is only flowed before the fowing, 
to render it prolific. Their kitchen gardens are well fumifhed with moft of the roots 
and fallads we have in Europe; they have no lefs than twenty feveral forts of melons 
during the feafon they laft, which is about four months, the common people make them 
their conftant food, thofe which come to maturity firft in the fpring are round and 
fmall, thofe that rippen in the latter part of the feafon are the beft and largeft, fome of 
them weigh eight or ten pounds, and are as fweet as fugar itfelf; at the tables of per- 
fons of quality they have them all the year round, there being a way to preferve them 
under ground till the feafon returns again, and it is laid, fome perfons will eat eight 
or ten pound of melons at a meal, without being lick. The beft melons grow in Cho- 
rattan near Tartary, and they are carried as far as Ifpahan for the Shah’s ufe, and as 
prefents to their friends. Cucumbers are another fruit much eaten by the common 
people, one fort of them has fcarce any feeds in it, and is eaten without paring or drefs- 
ing, and is not reckoned unwholefome. 

7. Of grapes they have feveral kinds, and fome of them are fo large, that a Angle 
grape is a mouthful. They make their wine at Ifpahan of the Kifmifns, a little round 
grape, and without any ftone that can be perceived, but much the beft wines are made 
at Shiraz. They keep their grapes all winter, and let them hang a confiderable time 
on the vine, wrapped up in linen bags; the air is fo dry, that it preferves all kinds of 
fruit as long as they can defire. Dates are reckoned one of the moft delicious fruits in 
this country, they are no where fo good as in Perfia, the pulp which enclofes the ftone 
is a clammy fubftance, as fweet as honey; they are laid on heaps when they are ripe, 
and melting, candy or preferve themfelves without fugar. Foreigners are advifed to 
eat moderately of them, becaufe they heat the blood, and occafions ulcers in thofe who 
are not ufed to them, and fometimes weaken the fight, but have no ill effe&s upon the 
natives; the tree which bears them is (lender, but very tall, and like other palms, has 
no branches but on the,top, and the fruit grows in clufters of thirty or forty pounds 
weight; the tree does not bear till it is fifteen years old, but continues bearing above a 
hundred years. There are in Perfia moft of the fruits which are to be had in Europe, 
and they would be in much greater perfe&ion, if they knew any thing of gardening, 
but they underftand neither grafting, inoculating, or the art of managing dwarf-trees; 
all their trees run up very high, and are loaded with wood. They have excellent apri. 
cots of feveral kinds, which are in feafon one after the other, and their ne&arines and 
peaches weigh fixteen or eighteen ounces a-piece; there is an apricot red within, 
which is called, the egg of the fun; thefe are dried and exported in vaft quantities; 
they are boiled in water, which is thickened by the juice of the fruit, and makes a per- 
feft fyrup without fugar. 
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Apples and pears grow chiefly in the north part of Perfia, they have alfo pome¬ 
granates of feverai kinds, with oranges, quinces, and prunes, and fuch variety of 
fruits, that Sir John Chardin fays, he has feen above fifty forts at an entertainment, 
fome of which grew three hundred leagues from the place. The piftachio nuts are 
almoft peculiar to Perfia, and are tranfported all the world over; here are alfo fmall nuts, 
filberds and almonds. Olives grow in Hyrcania, near the Cafpian Sea, but they neither 
know how to preferve them, nor draw oil in the bell manner from them. They have 
alfo plantations of fugar and tobacco. 

Among other trees in their gardens, they have the cyprefs, the palm, and the mul¬ 
berry, of the laft there are large plantations for their filk worms, which they do not 
fuffer to grow up to be great trees, becaufe the leaves are beft when the lhoots are 
young. They root up the trees therefore when they grow old, and plant their grounds 
afrefli. But the tree which is in as greet efteem as any in Perfia, is the Senna ; the 
body of this tree is very large, and frequently forty or fifty feet high, and ftraight as the 
mall of a (hip, having no branches but on the head of it; the bark is of a bright grey, 
and the wood ferves them to make doors, rafters, and for other ufes in building. The 
trees that are moll common in Perfia are the plane-tree, the willow, the fir, and the 
cornel-tree; the plane-tree the Perfians imagine is a prefervative againft the plague, and 
other contagious diftempers, and obferve, that the plague has never raged in Ifpahan 
fince this tree was planted in their ftreets and gardens. The trees alfo which bear the 
gall nut is very common in many parts of Perfia, and there are trees which yield 
gum maftich, and frankincenfe; that which produces frankincenfe very much re- 
fembles a pear-tree, and abounds chiefly in Car mania. 

There are likewife trees which produce manna of feverai forts : the bell manna has 
a yellowilh call, a large coarfe grain, and comes from Choraflan or Ba&ria; there is 
another fort called Tamerilk, becaufe the tree it drops from is fo named, and is found 
in large quantities in the province of Sufiana; and there is, a third fort gathered about 
Ifpahan, which falls from a tree much like the tamerilk, but larger; the leaves of this 
tree drop liquid manna in fummer-time, which the natives take to be the fweat of the 
tree congealed upon the leaf in the morning ; the ground under it is perfectly fat and 
greafy with it, and this has as fweet a tafle as other manna. 

The cotton-tree is common all over Perfia, and they have another little tree, which 
yields a kind of filken down, ufed for quilting and Huffing of pillows; there is alfo a 
a plant, called hannah, that bears a feed which they beat to powdeV, and colour their 
hands and feet, and fometimes rub over their faces with it, apprehending it keeps their 
flcin fmooth, and preferves their complexion : they fometimes bruife the leaves of it, 
which ferves them for the fame purpofe. 

There are found in the defarts of Carmania, two little fhrubs of a poifonous quality, 
the firll is called galbad famour, or the flower that poifons the wind; fome people 
imagining that it is this occafions thofe killing winds which blow in this province in the 
hot feafon; the other Ihrub is called Herzebre, the trunk whereof is about as big as a 
man’s leg, and grows about fix feet high ; its leaves are almoft round, and it bears a 
flower like the fweet-briar. There are fcarce any trees to be found on the mountains, 
or wild fields in Perfia; thefe are for the moll part deftitute of all manner of verdure, 
while in their cities, and the villages for three or four leagues round them, the ftreets 
as well as gardens are fo well planted, that the houfes are hardly to be difcerned at a 
diftance; when you have travelled fome few leagues, indeed you meet not either with 
houfe, tree, or flurub, for many miles, but all looks like a barren defart, notwith- 
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(landing which, great part of this foil, were it watered, would be as fruitful as thr 
other, and a&ually was fo fome ages iince, when a more induftrious generation than 
the prefent poffeffed the country. 

From their trees, I pafs on to their flowers, and of thefe there is a great variety to be 
found in fome provinces. The fouth part of Perfia has much the' feweft; exceflive 
heat being as deftructive to them as extreme cold ; but nothing can be more beautiful 
than the fields of Hyrcania, where are whole groves of orange-trees, jeffamins, and all 
the flowers we have in Europe. The eaft part of this country, which is called Mazan- 
deran is one continued parterre from September to April; the whole country at that 
time is covered with flowers, and this, though it be their winter feafon, is alfo the beft 
time for fruits. In the other months the heat is fo exceflive, that the natives find them- 
felves under a neceffity of retiring to-the mountains. 

In Media the fields produce tulips, anemonies, and ranunculuses; about Ifpahan, 
-and fome other towns, jonquils grow wild. They have alfo daffodils, lilies, violets, 
and pinks in their feafon, and fome flowers which laft all the year round; but they 
have the greateft quantity of lillies and rofes; they export abundance, of role-water to 
other countries; in the fpring, there is vaft plenty of yellow and red gillyflowers* 
and another red flower which refembles a clove, of a beautiful fcarlet colour, and 
every fprig bears thirty of thefe flowers, which form a fine head as large as a tennis-- 
ball. - 

Their rofes are white, yellow, and red, and others white on one fide and yellow off 
the other ; but notwithftanding all this great variety of beautiful flowers, their gardens 
are not comparable to thofe of Europe. As flowers are fo common they are very, little - 
regarded; you fee them intermixed with fruit trees and rofe bulhes without any order y 
but large walks planted with trees, fountains, canals, cafcades, and pleafure houfeS, at 
proper diftances, are all that mull be expedited in their fineft gardens; nor 
do the Perfians take any manner of pleafure in walking in them, any more than in 
the fields ; but fet themfelves down in fome alcove or fummer-houfe as foon as they 
come into them, totally negligent of that exquifite variety that every foreigner is 
charmed with. 

8. Perfia alfo affords great plenty of phyfical drugs, as caflia, fenna, antimony,, 
nux vomica, gum armoniac, galbanum, fal armoniac, and a kind of. rhubarb, with 
which they purge their cattle; but the beft rhubarb comes from China, or rather from 
eaftera Tartary, which lies to the northward of China. The Perfian poppies are in 
great efteem from the quantity of juice they yield, and the ftrength of it; they grow 
four feet high in fome places, and have white leaves. They extraft the juice from them 
in June, when they are ripe ; by making little incifions in the head of the poppy, a- 
■thick liquor diitills from them, which is gathered very early in the morning before 
fun-rife. It is faid to have fuch an effect on the people; who are employed in this 
work, that they look as if they had been buried and taken up again, and their limbs 1 
tremble as if they had the palfy. The liquor which is thus drawn from the poppies 
in a little time grows thick, and is made up into pills. The Perfians give it the name 
of afioun, and we, probably from thence, call it opium. The Perfian bakers ftrew 
poppy-feed on their bread, which incline thofe that eat it to fleep, and the eating it is 
•not reckoned unwholefome after their meals ; the common people eat the feed at any 
time almoft for pleafure. 

Saffron grows plentifully in Perfia, and afiafcetida is to be had every where almoft, 
which is much admired by the natives of Perfia as well as India, and frequently eaten 
.with their food y that which to us is moftoffenfiveof allfcents, by them isefteemed a perfume. 
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Affafcetida is a liquor which diftills from the plant called hiltot; it thickens after it is 
drawn, and grows as hard as gum ; there is the white and black kinds of it, of which 
the white is reckoned the beft to eat. The fmell of this drug is fo very ftrong, that if 
any goods be near it in a fhip, the fmell is communicated to them, let them be wrapped 
up every fo clofe, and it is almoft impoflible to clear them of it; nay, it affe&s the colour, 
and therefore Sir John Chardin tells us, the veffels ufed in tranfporting it are frequently 
broke up and burned, to prevent other goods from being fpoiled by being carried in 
them, from which no package can fave them. 

The Perfian bezoar is efteemed preferable to that of India, which having already 
defcribed, we (hall not dwell upon it here. It is fufficient to obferve, that the reafons 
iris not fo much efteemed in Europe as it was formerly, are thefe; in the firft place, 
it is frequently fophifticated, notwithftanding that feveral methods are in ufe for de¬ 
tecting thefe frauds, of which I (hall mention a few. The genuine bezoar, at lead 
that which comes from Perfia, has a very fine fmell refembling that of ambergris 
but not near fo ftrong} if thrown into hot water, and left there for three or four hours it, 
lofes nothing either of its colour or weight} if pricked with a hot iron, no fmoke arifes; 
if rubbed upon a leaf of Dutch vellum, it leaves a yellow imprefiion; if broke or cut, 
it appears to be compofed of feveral coats unequally difpofed, in the fame manner as 
appears in cutting an onion. Another reafon why it has loft its credit, is the humour 
people have of embracing the contrary extreme to that of their anceftors } heretofore 
bezoar was fold very dear, and was held to have many and great virtues, and now it i$ 
fafliionable to affirm that it has little or no virtue at all; which though it has driven it 
out of ufe, has not much beat down its price, becaufe in the eaft, and even in other 
parts of Europe, it is (till in efteem. 

A third reafon is, our giving it in too fmall dofes, fo that its virtues are not dif- 
cemible. A famous Perfian phyfician had a great fecret for curing lunacy, which he 
fold to a French gentleman for a large fum of money, and this fecret confided in giving 
equal quantities of bezoar, mu(k, and camphire, as I found in a French manufcript of 
receipts, in which it is faid, that very Angular cures were performed by it j but the 
quantities of thefe drugs in a dofe were not mentioned. 

In the province of Chorafan they frequently find human bodies preferved in the fand, 
the fleffi of which they fell under the name of mummy, for medicinal ufes; and there 
are alfo fuch bodies found in a cavern not far from the borough of Abin, in the province 
of Farfiftan. It is however neceflary to inform the reader, that in the Perfian and 
and Turkiffi languages, the word mourn, from whence we have formed mummy, 
fignifies literally a foft clammy fubftance, of the confiftency of balfam, which explains 
fufficiently what is meant by mineral mummy, which is a kind of natural balfam 
diftiiling through the rock of a large cavern in the province of Lar, efteemed fo pre¬ 
cious, that the Shah keeps it entirely for his own ufe, the doors of this cave being 
fealed by the governor of Lar, who opens it only once a year, to take out the balm 
the quantity of which feldom exceeds ten ounces. A multitude of virtues are afcribed 
to it, particularly in the cure of fra&ures, in which it is faid to perform wonders; but 
it may very well be doubted, whether any of this was ever brought into Europe. 

9. We will now proceed to fpeak of the animals that are found in Perfia, and in re¬ 
ference to thefe, the camel, for a bead of burthen, much excels all the reft, whether 
we confider the weight he carries, the difpatch he makes, or the little charge of keep¬ 
ing him. Of thefe camefe there are feveral kinds ; fome have two bunches upon their 
backs, and others but one, and there is a third fort ingendered between a dromedary 
or camel, with two bunches, and a female with one, which are efteemed much the beft, 
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and fold for twenty or thirty pounds a-piece, for they are feldom tired, and will carry 
nine hundred or a thoufand weight. Thofe which travel between the Perfian Gulph 
and Ifpahan are of a much lefs fize, and do not carry above five or fix hundred weight; 
but thefe, notwithftanding, are almoft as ferviceable as the other, for they are much 
fwifter, and will gallop like a horfe, whereas the others feldom go farter than a foot 
pace. Thefe fwift camels are kept by the Shah and great men, and ferve to tranfport 
their women from place to place, and carry their baggage ; they are ufually adorned 
with embroidered cloths, and filver bells about their necks ; a firing of fix or feven of 
them are tied together when they travel, and governed by one man; they ufe neither 
bridles nor halter to hold them, or whips to drive them, but they are directed by the- 
driver’s voice, who fings or plays to them as they travel; good ufage only moves them, 
for they are naturally fo obftinate, it is in vain to beat them if they tire. 

When they are to take up their burthen, the driver touches their knees, whereupon 
they lie down on their bellies till they are loaded, -groaning however, and giving figns 
of uneafinefs, under a fenfe of the fatigue they are about to undergo ; they let them: 
graze by the road-fide, with their burthens on their backs, on weeds and thirties, and 
fometimes they feed them with balls made up of barley meal and chaff, into a parte, 
with which they often mix the cotton feed ; but the camel, is the leaft feeder of any 
bead, confidering his bulk. It is very happy alfo that they can live without water two or 
three days together, there being fcarce any to be met with in thofe defarts the earavans 
are forced to crofs. They fhed all their hair every fpring, and are perfectly naked. 
Of the camel’s hair, abundance of fine fluffs are made, as we fhall fhew in fpeaking of 
manufactures; thefe creatures are very tame and tradable, except when the lurtful fit, 
is upon them, which lafts thirty or forty days, and then they are very unruly, which’ 
makes their drivers increafe their burthens at that time, to keep them under. When 
once the male has covered the female, he grows fluggifh, and does not care for ftir- 
ring out of the flable: they go with young eleven months, and. fome fay twelve. 

Oxen, buffaloes, affes and mules, are alfo ufed indifferently for carrying of paffen- 
gers, or burthens, and their land being plowed by buffaloes and oxen, thefe beads are 
very feldom killed for food, though fome Perfian governors, in the fouth of Perfia, 
have extorted confiderable fums out of the Indian Banians, who refide thereabouts, 
under pretence they would order them to be butchered, if the Banians did not redeem 
their lives by a confiderable prefent. The affes of Perfia are much larger and fwifter- 
than ours, and will perform a journey veiy well. 

But the fineft beads are- their horfes, thefe are beautiful creatures, and no where 
better managed than in Perfia. They have fine forehands, and are exaftly well pro¬ 
portioned, light and fprighily, but only fit for the faddle, or at leaft, not ufed for any 
other purpofe; they are never gelt, and wear their tails at their full length; but 
though they are lovely creatures to look on, they are neither fo fwift as the Arabian,, 
nor fo hardy as the Tartar horfes, and the Shah therefore has always a (table of the- 
Arabian breed. Horfes are very dear in Perfia, fome of them being fold for two or 
three hundred pounds, and feldom any .that are good for lefs than fifty. It is not fo 
much the fcarcity of them, as the felling fuch numbers to India and Turkey, which 
enhances the price. 

They have mules alfo that carry very well, and are valued, fome of them at thirty or 
Forty pounds a-piece, and fome affes at not much lefs, after they have been taught to 
pace. The ordinary food for horfes is barley and chopt ftraw; they have no mangers 
m their (tables, but give their horfes their corn in bags. In the fpring they cut 
green graft for their horfes,. but never make any into hay to be eaten dry; fometimes 

they 


Digitized by foozle 



A DESCRIPTION OF PERSIA. 


984 

they feed their horfes with balls made of barley-meal, as in India; indead of litter their 
own dung k dried, and beaten to powder, and laid a foot deep for them to lie on ; 
and if any of it be wetted, it is dried in the fun the next day. Their horfes’ hoofs are 
much founder and harder than ours, and they are Ihod with thin plates, as the oxen 
are, on account of their travelling over the ftony mountains. They daub their horfes 
legs in winter with a yellow herb, called Hannah, and fometimes anoint their bodies 
with it as high as their bread, to keep out the cold as it is faid ; but it feems to be 
rather by way of ornament, for in fome places it is done all the year round. 

The Shah has large (tables of horfes difperfed throughout the kingdom, almoft in 
"every city, for the public fervice. A horfe is feldom denied to any man that demands 
one, if he wiH keep him, but then fach perfons are accountable to the governmentfor them, 
when they (hall be called out into the field ; but they have the liberty of riding them 
in the mean time. Thefe troopers’ horfes are fometimes quartered upon people, who 
would gladly be excufed from the trouble and charge of keeping them, and if any 
horfe dies in their hands, oath mud be made, that it did not die for want of com, 
or looking after. Their horfes are fubjedt to many didempers, fometimes their legs 
fwell, and a humour rifes on their bread, which proceeds from eating too much barley; 
and in this cafe, they clap a hot iron to the fwelling, or lance it, and keep the fore 
open, by running a willow twig through it, but a hot iron applied to the part is the 
mod general remedy for lame or didempered horfes. 

Of (heep and goats there are great plenty in Perfia ; the natives feldom eat any other 
meat, their (heep are large and remarkable for their fat tails, which weigh eight or 
ten pounds, and fome it is faid are above twenty pounds in weight; they are remarkable 
alfo in fome parts of Perfia for having more horns than ours. Some have fix or feven 
horns danding draight out of their forehead, fo that when their rams engage, there is 
ufually a great deal of blood fpilled in the battle. The Perfian goats are not only 
valuable for their flefli, but the fine wool they yield, of which great quantities are an¬ 
nually exported, more efpecially from Carmania. Hogs there are fcarce to be met 
with, for as the Mahometans, who are the governing part of the country, abhor this 
animal, their Chridian fubjedts do not endeavour to increafe the breed, unlefs towards 
Georgia and Armenia, where the Chridians are numerous. 

Wild beads there are not many, either in the middle or the fouthem part of Perfia. 
Deer they have fome, and antelopes, which are much of the fame nature, except that 
they are (potted, and have finer limbs. In Gilan and Curdidan, the woody parts of 
the country, wild beads abound, fuch as lions, tygers, leopards, wild hogs, jackals, 
■&c. And in Media and Armenia, there are abundance of deers, wild goats, hares, and 
rabbits, and there are fome found on the mountains almod all over the country, but 
not many. 

Infers they are not much troubled with in the heart of Perfia, which k very dry, 
unlefs it be with fwarms of locuds, which vifit them fometimes in fuch numbers, that 
they look like a cloud, and perfedtly obfcure the fun, and wherever they light dedroy 
the fruits of the earth ; but there are certain birds which generally vifit the country 
about the fame time, and eat up the locuds, and fo prevent the ruin of the hulbandmen. 
-That part of of the country which lies upon the Cafpian or Hyrcanian Sea, k full of 
ferpents, toads, fcorpions, and other venomous infedts, which in fummer-time die, 
many of them for want of water, and infedfc the air, rendering that part of the country 
very unhealthy at that feafon. 

Scorpions particularly there are of an immoderate fize, and there ding k mortal, if 
proper remedies be sot immediately applied, and at bed a perfon dung by one of them, 
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is in fuch torture, that he becomes raving mad for fome time. Mufquitoes or gnats are 
very troublefome in the flat country, near the Cafpian Sea ; and there is a white fly no 
bigger than a flea in Perfia, which makes no noife, but its fling is like the prick of a pin. 
Here is alfo the millepedes, almoft like a caterpillar, and whofe bite is as pernicious 
as the fling of a fcorpion; the Perfians call them hezarpai, or a thoufand feet. 

10. There are the fame forts of tame and wild fowl in Perfia as in Europe; as 
geefe, hens, ducks, partridges, fnipes, &c.; but more of them in the north than in the 
fouth part of the country. Turkies have been carried to Ifpahan, but they do not 
thrive. The breed of pigeons they take all imaginable care to increafe and propagate, 
on account of their dung, with which they raife their melons. Their dove-houfcs are 
five times as large as ours, of a round figure, and handfomely built of brick ; of thefe, 
it is faid, there are not lefs than three thoufand in the city of Ifpahan only. The dung 
is always fold for four-pence the bifty, or twelve pounds weight, and the government, 
it feems, lay a fmall tax upon it. Their partridges are reckoned the largeft and beft 
tailed that are to be met with. 

The pelican, which the Perfians call tacob, or the water-drawer, is as remarkable as 
any of their fowls, for the body of it is faid to be as large as a fheep, its head at the 
fame time wonderous fmall, but a large bill of fixteen or eighteen inches long, as big as 
a man’s arm, and under the bill there is a large bag, travellers tell us, which will hold 
a pail of water ; they%uild their nefts in the defarts, where there is no water, and con- 
fequently no inhabitants, for their fecurity, and frequently go two days’journey for water 
for their young ones; but then they bring enough in the receptacle above mentioned to 
laft for fome time, if we may give entire credit to thefe accounts. 

There is another extraordinary bird mentioned by travellers, in the province of 
Chorafan, which has fuch an appetite towards the water of a certain fpring in that 
country, and fuch fagacity in difeovering it, that they will follow any perfon that carries 
it in a bottle feveral hundreds of miles. As to eagles, hawks, falcons, and other birds 
of prey, there is no country where they have more, or where they are better inftru ?ed, 
than in Perfia. The Shah has eight hundred or a thoufand of them, and there is no 
man of any figure without his hawks and his falconers; and their hawks are taught not 
only to fly at birds but at hares, deer, and all manner of wild beafts, and by fixing 
themfelves on the head of the animal, and beating him with their wings, he is fo terri¬ 
fied and diftradted, that the dogs and huntfmen which follow have very little difficulty 
in taking him ; and the Perfians, it is faid, breed up the very crows to fly at game. 

There are the fame kinds of finging birds in Perfia as with us, fuch as the linnet, the 
chaffinch, the nightingale, the lark, &c.; and fome birds there are which are taught 
to fpeak, but no parrots or parroquets on this fide India. However, there are feveral 
party-coloured birds to be feen in Perfia, with a plumage of blue, green, and yellow, 
beautifully mixed. Of fparrows there are fuch numbers, that they are very troublefome 
to the hufbandmen, who are forced to place their fervants in the fields all day long 
when the harveft approaches, to keep them from their corn. 

In the heart of Perfia there are fcarce any fifh to be met with, the few rivulets they 
have hardly fupplying the.country with water for necefiary ufes, and in the fummer 
time they are almoft all dried up; even the river Zenderhood, to which the government, 
at a prodigious expence, have joined other ftreams for thefupply of the city of Ifpahan,- 
is perfe&ly loft in the fandy defarts about twenty leagues from thence; and it may be 
doubted whether there be one ftream which rifes in the middle of the kingdom that 
ever reaches the fea in the fummer; though in the fpring, when the fnow melts on 
the mountains, they make a confiderable figure. In the Cafpian Sea and the Perfian 
Gulph there are great plenty of fea-fifh of all kinds almoft, and the rivers Kur and 

vol. ix. b b Arras, 


Digitized by 


Google 



i8 6 


A DESCRIPTION OF PERSIA. 


Arras, which fall into the Cafpian, have plenty of river-fifli, but they lie at two great a 
diftance from Ifpahan to fupply that city ; fo that fifh is very rarely eaten there. 

11. We are to fpeak next of the metals and minerals in this country; and to proceed 
-methodically, we ought to begin with thofe of gold and filver, if any were now wrought in 
Perfia, but there are not; for, notwithftanding what old writers relate of the rich 
mines in Ba&riana, and that almoft all the Perftan authors agree, that there are mines 
of this metal in Chorafan, yet from the neighbourhood of the Tartars they have been 
long negletted; and it is the fame with refpett to the filver mines in other places, 
though from the accounts lately given by Tavernier, one would fufpeft that the Perfians 
arebut indifferently fkilled in the art of mining, and that of refining of metals; they have, 
however, good mines of iron, fteel, copper, and lead. The iron and fteel mines are in 
Hircania, Media, and the provinces of Erak and Chorafan ; their fteel is fo full of ful- 
phur, that if the filings are thrown into the fire, they will give a report like gunpowder; 
it has a fine grain, but is as brittle as glafs, and the Perfian artificers, who do not un- 
derfiand how to give it a due temper, cannot for that reafon make wheels or fprings, or 
any minute pieces of workmanfhip. Their copper mines are mod of them near Seris, 
in the mountains of Mazanderan ; they mix it with Swedifh and Japan copper, and the 
proportion is one part foreign to twenty of their own metal. 

The lead mines are, molt of them, near the city of Yefd, and in thefe are found the 
greateft quantity of filver. Sulphur and faltpetre are dug in the mountain Damaverd, 
which divides Hircania from the province of Erak. Antimony is found in Carmania, 
but it is a baftard fort. Emery is had near Niris ; vitriol and mercury they have none, 
and their tin is imported from abroad. There are two kinds of fait in Perfia, the one 
upon the furface of the ground, the other dug out of the rock : there are plains of ten 
or twelve leagues over quite covered with fait, as others are with fulphur and alum. 
The fait is fo hard in fome parts of Carmania, that the poor people make ufe of it inftead 
of ftone to build their cottages. 

Their marble is either white, black, or red, and fome veined with white and red ; 
it is dug near Hamadan, and in Chufiftan fome of it will break into large flakes or 
tables like flate, but the beft comes from Tauris, which is almoft as tranfparent as cryftal. 
This kind is white, mixed with green. In the country about Tauris alfo is found the 
mineral azure, but this is not fo good as that which comes from Tartary, lofing its 
colour by degrees. In the provinces of Fars and Shirvan there is found abundance of 
bole armoniac, and fo rich and fat a marl, that the country people ufe it inftead of 
foap. There are fome mines of ifinglafs in the fame country. In feverat parts of Perfia 
we meet with naptha, both white and black ; it is ufed in painting and varnilh, and 
fometimes in phyfic, and there is an oil extracted from 'it which is applied to feveral 
ufes. The moft famous fprings of Naptha are in the neighbourhood of the town of 
Baku, which furnifh vaft quantities; and there are alfo upwards of thirty fprings 
about Shamafchy, both in the province of Shirwan. The Perfians ufe it as oil for 
their lamps, and in making fire-works, of which they are extremely fond, and in which 
they are great proficients. 

But the moft valuable product of the Perfian mines is the turquoife, concerning which 
there have been fo many miftakes made, that notwithftanding we find ourfelves prefled 
for room, we cannot avoid treating fomewhat largely upon this fubjeft. In the firft 
place, it is aflerted that it derives its name from Turkey, which is true enough when 
rightly underftood, but abfolutely falfe according 1 to the common acceptation ; for there 
neither is or never was any of thefe ftones found in the dominions of the Turks, but 
in the country of Turcomania, which was indeed the feat of that nation, though for any 
thing I know, this has never been obferved by the writers upon this fubjett. Thefe 
ftones are diftinguilhed into oriental and occidental. The oriental turquoifes come from 
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Perfia, and from Perfia only; and thefe are diftinguifhed into thofe of the old and 
thofe of the new rock; the former are taken out of the mines of Nicapour and Cara (Ton, 
and, as Sir John Chardin juftly obferves, differ greatly from other ftones that bear the 
fame name. They are hard, firm, of a beautiful blue, inclining a little to a green, take 
a fine polifh, and are never obferved to lofe their colour. The Shah endeavours to 
preferve thefe entirely for himfelf; and though after chufing the largeft and the fineft, 
he permits the fmaller turquoifes to be fold, yet foreign merchants are not contented 
with that manner of dealing, but have ftruck out a better. The_ officers belonging to 
the mines, and their fervants, frequently deceive the Shah, and inftead of fending him 
the fineft and largeft, vend thofe for their own profit, but always to Europeans, that 
they may be lefs liable to difcovery; and by this means very fine turquoifes find their 
way into thefe parts of the world. The new rock is at five miles diftant from the old, 
and the ftones are fofter, lefs firm, veiny, of a green, inclining to blue, and are apt in 
pjocefs of time, to lofe their colour. The occidental turquoifes are found in Bohemia, 
France, and other countries, but they are not valued, and have generally the fame faults 
with thofe taken from the new rock. 

Dr. Cromwell Mortimer, in the laft tranfa&ions of the Royal Society, for the months 
of January and February 1747, has given us a much better account of thefe ftones than 
I ever met with before; and diftinguifhes them very juftly into true and falfe turquoifes; 
the former, he fays, is a true mineral fubftance, impregnated with copper ore, which is „ 
highly probable, for there is no country in the world that has more copper mines than 
Perfia ; the latter is an ivory or boney fubftance, tin&ured alfo with fome metallic 
juice, and probably that of copper, which is a difcovery worthy of notice, as it frees 
this fubjeft from abundance of difficulties, under which it has hitherto laboured. 

12. After having taken a view of the country, and of its produce, we will fpeak 
next of the habitations eredted upon it, and this will naturally lead us to the principal 
cities that yet remain to be defcribed; but without taking a previous view of what with 
them palTes for magnificent buildings, fuch defcriptions would be in a manner unintel¬ 
ligible. The houfes of perfons of quality here are generally built in the middle of a fine 
garden, and make little or no appearance to the ftreet, for there you fee nothing but a 
dead wall, with a great gate in the middle of the wall, and perhaps a Ikreen or wall 
within the gate, to prevent people looking in j fo fond are they of privacy and retirement. 
Another thing that the Perfians differ from us in is, that they feldom have more than 
one floor, which is laid out in this manner ; in the front of the houfe (lands a little 
piazza, or cloifter, open before, where they fit and tranfadl their ordinary affairs; beyond 
this is a large hall, eighteen or twenty feet high, which is ufed at great entertainments, 
or on any folemn occafions : on the farther fide of the houfe is another piazza, with a 
bafon or fountain of water before it, beyond which runs a walk of fine trees, as there 
does alfo from the ftreet to the houfe: at each comer of the hall is a parlour or lodging 
room (for it ferves for both purpofes); between thofe parlours on the fides, there are 
doors dut of a hall into an open fquare fpace, as large as the rooms at the comers ; 
there are alfo feveral doors out of the hall into the piazza, before and behind the houfe; fo 
that in the hot feafon they can fet open nine or ten doors at once in the great hall, and 
if there be any air ftirring, they will have the benefit of it. 

In fome palaces there is a handfome bafon, and a fountain playing in the middle of 
the hall, which contributes ftill more 10 the coolnefs of the place. The walls of their 
houfes are built fometimes of burnt bricks, but more commonly of bricks dried in the 
fun. The walls are of confiderable thicknefs, and the roof of the great hall is arched, 
and five or fix feet higher than the other rooms about it. The roofs of the buildings on 
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every fide of the hall are flat, and there is a pair of flairs up to the top, where the Per- 
fians walk in the cool of the day, and fometimes carry up a mattrefs, and lie there all 
night, there being balufters all round the top of the building. As for the kitchens and 
other offices, they are at a diflance on the right or left, and it is obfervable, that all 
their rooms, except the hall, Hand feparate, and there is no paffage out of one into 
another, but only from the hall; chimneys there are fome, but ufually, inflead of a 
chimney, there is a round hole, about four or five feet broad, and a foot and a half 
deep, in the middle of the room, in which a charcoal fire is made, and the place covered 
with a thick board or table, about a foot high, fo clofe that no finoke can get out, and 
over that table is thrown a large carpet, under which they put their legs in cold 
weather, and fit round, there being a paffage for the fmoke by pipes laid under the 
floor. The doors of their houfes are narrow, and feldom turn upon hinges as ours do, 
but there is a round piece left at the top and bottom of the door which is let into the 
frame above and below, on which they turn, and the very locks and bolts are frequently 
made of wood. 

As to their furniture, it confifls only in carpets fpread on the floor, with cufhions 
and pillows to lean on, and at night there is a mattrefs brought to fleep on, and a quilt 
or two to cover them, but very feldom any fheets are ufed. As to their fervants, they 
lie about in any paffage upon mats, and take up very little room. The floors of the 
rooms are either paved or made of a hard cement, on winch they lay a coarfe cloth, 
and over that a carpet: the fides of fome of their rooms are lined with fine tiles about 
a yard high, and the reft of them well painted, or hung with pi&ures. 

13. Ifpahan, or as it is pronounced, Spahawn, is fituated in thirty-two degrees forty 
minutes north latitude, and in the fiftieth degree of longitude, reckoning from the meri¬ 
dian of London. It Hands in a fine plain, almoft furrounded with mountains, which lie 
about two or three leagues from it, and the form is pretty near oval. The river Zen- 
derhood runs by it at about a mile diflance, but there are feveral channels and pipes 
above the town, which convey the water from it into canals and bafons, for the fervice 
of the court and city. The town is without walls, and about ten or twelve miles in cir¬ 
cumference. Thofe who extend it ten leagues take in the town of Julpha, and feveral 
others. There w'ere formerly twelve gates to the town, but four of them are now 
clofed up, the others are always open ; as for the walls, which fome travellers mention, 
it is probable there was a mud wall formerly, but there is no part of the wall vifible at 
prefent. There is an old caftle, it is true, without artillery, which runs to ruin, but 
is no more tenable than the town. 

The ftreets of Ifpahan are for the moft part narrow and crooked, and either exceeding 
dirty or dully, for fcarce any of them are paved, and though there are no coaches or 
carts, yet all people of fafhion riding through them with great trains of fervants, renders 
the paffage not very pleafant. There are, however, fome very fine fquares in the town, 
particularly the royal fquare or meidan, into which there opens two of the palace gates. 

On the fides of this fquare, which is one-third of a mile in length, and more than half 
as much in breadth, are buildings with (hops on both fides, where every particular trade 
has a quarter affigned, and there is a fecond ftory where the mechanics have their 
working-fhops. There feems to be little difference between thefe exchanges and ours, * 
but that thofe of Ifpahan have no windows, but great openings at proper diftances to 
let in the light, and people ride through them as they do along the ftreets. 

In the middle of the fquare there is a market for horfes and cattle, and all manner of 
goods and provifions are expofed to fale, though the great Shah Abbas, who built the 
fquare, defigned it for manly exercifes, and particularly thofe of horfemanfhip, and 
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handling the bow and lance, at which no people are more dextrous than the Perfians. 
On that fide of the fquare next the palace there is a fine row of trees planted, and a hand* 
fome bafon of water, and fome great brafs guns, which were taken from the Portuguefe 
at Qrmus, ferve to make a (how. 

There ftands a great mofque at the fouth end of the fquare, and another mofque on 
the eaft fide over againft the great gate of the palace ; feveral ftreets in Ifpahan are 
covered and arched over, which makes them pretty dark and this feems to be peculiar 
to the Perfian towns. Another thing they feem to be particular in is, that their houfes 
and (hops are never in the fame places, and it is a common thing for a tradefman to go 
half a mile in the morning to the bazar, or market-place, where his (hop is, and in the 
night-time they lock up their valuable goods in chefts and counters, and the reft they 
leave packed up, fometimes in the open fquare, and it is very rare any thing is loft ; fo 
careful are the watch appointed to guard their market-places, or fo very little given to 
thieving are the people in this part of the world, and no doubt the Ipeedy and exemplary 
puniihincnts infliSed upon pilferers is one great means to deter them from it. 

As to foreign merchants, they lodge their goods in the public caravanferais about the 
city, which ferve them alfo inftead of inns for lodging and diet; but there is this differ¬ 
ence between an inn and a caravanferai, that every perfon finds his own bedding and 
cookery in the caravanferai, w'hereas in cur inns we have not that trouble. There are 
two things, however, that render a caravanferai preferable to an inn ; one is, that a 
perfon is not fubjedt to the extortions of an innkeeper, but buys his provifions at the beft 
hand ; and the other, that let the merchant take up ever fo many rooms, he fhall not 
be difturbed in them, and pays but a trifle for his warehoufe or lodgings ; and upon the 
road he pays nothing. There are not, it feems, lefs than fifteen hundred of thefe 
public caravanferais in Ifpahan, which have been ere&ed by charitable people for the 
ufe of ftrangers ; moft of them are built after one model, and differ only in the dimen- 
fions. There is a handfome portal at the entrance, on each fide of which are Ihops, 
from whence you enter into a fquare, about which there is a cloifter or piazza, and within 
are lodging-rooms and warehoufes for goods : there is alfo ftabling and conveniences 
for horles and other beafts on the outfide, or they may be brought into the fquare and 
faftened there, as is frequently done upon the road, more efpecially where there is 
danger of robbers. 

As to taverns, there are none at Ifpahan, their religion prohibiting wine. However* 
fome of the Perfians will drink pretty plentifully in private. There are very handfome 
coffee-houfes in the principal parts of the town, where people meet and talk politics* 
though they have no printed papers in them, and there w r e meet with fome amufements 
peculiar to the country, as the harangues of their poets, hiftorians, and priefts, who 
hold forth and get a crowd about them ; and it feems they expert a fmall prefent from 
their audience for their amufements and inftruftions. 

14. The buildings of the palace, with the gardens belonging to it, take up above 3 
league in compafs. The two gates which come up to the’royal meidan or fquare, are* 
one of them called alicapi, and the other, doulet cuna; over one of them is a gallery 
where the Shah ufed to fit and fee martial exercifes performed on horfeback. No part 
of the palace where the court refides comes up to the royal fquare; but having entered 
the principal gate, there is a hall or court on the left hand, where the vizier and other 
judges adminifter juftice on certain days ; and on the right are rooms where offenders 
are allowed to take fanftuary. From hence to the hall, where the Shah ufually gives 
audience, is a handfome walk: it is a long room, well painted and gilded, and fup- 
ported by forty pillars ; it is divided into three parts, one a ftep higher than the other, 
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on which the great officers Hand according to their rank. As to hereditary nobility, 
there is no fuch thing in Perfia. On the third afcent is the royal throne, railed about 
a foot and a half above the floor, and about eight feet fquare, on which is fpread a rich 
carpet; here the Shah fits on it crofs-legged upon folemn occafions, having a brocade 
cufhion under him, and another at his back. 

As to the reft of the apartments of the palace, and particularly the haram, or women’s 
apartment, neither foreigners or natives can give an exaft defcription of them, none 
being permitted to enter but the eunuchs; but in general we are told, that they confift 
in feparate pleafure-houfes difperfed about the gardens, much of the fame form with 
the houfes firft defcribed, and that their great beauty confifts in the fine walks, fountains, 
and cafcades about them. Beyond the gardens the Shah has a large park, walled in, 
where the ladies hunt, and take their pleafure with the Prince. In this city are above 
one hundred and fifty mofques or temples, covered with domes or cupolas, which ap¬ 
pearing through the trees that are planted a) moil over the town, in the ftreets and 
gardens, afford a noble profpeft j but the cothmon buildings are fo low, that they are 
hardly difcerned by one who takes a view of the town on the outfide. 

All Chriftians being prohibited to enter their mofques, or even to come within their 
courts, under fevere penalties, it is not eafy to meet with a particular defcription of them. 
There is a gate which leads to the great mofque covered with filver plates. Through 
this tower you proceed to a court with a piazza or cloifter on each fide, where the priefts 
lodge who belong to the mofque. Oppofite to the great gate are three large doors which 
open into it. The five ifles the mofque is compofed of are beautified with gold and 
azure. In the middle is the cupola, fupported by four great fquare pillars; the ifles on 
the fides are lower than that in the middle, and borne upon thick columns of free-ftone j 
two great windows towards the top of the middle ifle give light to the whole mofque ; 
on the left hand towards the middle Hands a kind of pulpit, with ftone fteps to go up 
to it; the bricks and tiles on the outfide of the building are painted with various colours, 
after the manner of Perfia, and .the floor of the mofque is covered with carpets, all 
people putting off their Ihoes as they enter it; there are no feats or pews as in the 
Chriftian temples, or any kind of imagery or pictures. The outfide is ftone, and the 
walls lined fifteen feet high with white polilhed marble; and in the middle of the fquare, 
before the mofque, is a large bafon, where they walh themfelves before they enter the 
temple. The mofques have, moft of them, cupolas, with fteeples or towers, whither the 
mollas go up to fummon the people to their devotions, according to the Mahometan 
mode, making no ufe of bells. 

15. The numerous huinmums, or bagnios, in this city is another fubjeft of travellers’ 
admiration ; fome of thefe are fquare buildings, but moft of them globular. The 
ftone of which they are built is ufually white and well polilhed; the tops are covered 
with tiles painted blue; the infides are divided into many cells or chambers, fome for 
pleafure and others for fweating, and the floors are laid with black and white marble. 
The Perfians bathe almoft every day, looking upon it to be extremely conducive to 
health, an effectual remedy for cold or aches, and many other diftempers. But what 
is admired as much by foreigners as any thing about Ifpahan, is the charbag, being a # 
walk above a hundred yards wide, and extending a mile in length, from the city to the 
river Zenderhood; on each fide are planted double rows of trees, and in the middle 
runs a canal, not continued upon a level, but at every furlong’s diftance the water falls 
into a large bafon and forms a cafcade, and the fides both of the canal and bafons are 
lined with hewnftone, broad enough for feveral men to walk abreaft upon them. On 
each fide of this walk are the royal gardens, and thofe of the great men, with pleafure- 
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houfes, at fmall diftances, and altogether form as agreeable a profpeCt as can be 
imagined. 

At the end of this walk is a bridge over the river Zenderhood, which leads to the 
town of Julpha; there are alfo two other bridges, one on the right and the other to the 
left, by which the neigbouring villages have a communication with the, city, and which 
moft of our travellers are pleafed to call its fuburbs, though they are diftant a mile from 
Ifpahan, and on the other fide the river. Thefe bridges are taken notice of for the 
oddnefs of the .architecture, for it feems on each fide, both above and below, are 
arched paffages, through which people ride and walk from one end of the bridge to 
the other, as in the covered ftreets of the city ; and at little diftances there are openings 
to admit the light. The arches of thefe bridges are not very high, there being no vef- 
fels to pafs under them, for this river is not navigable any more than the reft of the 
Perfian ftreams. It is true, in the fpring, on the melting of the fnows on the mountains, 
it makes a pretty good appearance, but at the latter end of the fummer the channel is 
exceeding narrow and (hallow, infomuch that there is not water enough for the gardens 
which belong to the city ; to fupply the want whereof they have abundance of wells 
about Ifpahan, of very good water for all domeftic ufes. 

16. The town, or rather the borough, of Julpha, Hands on the fouth fide of the river 
Zenderhood ; and though there are many who look upon it as a fuburb of Ifpahan, yet 
it certainly deferves to be confidered by itfelf, as being a very large and a very con- 
fiderable town, the buildings of which are more regular, and to the full as magnificent 
as thofe of Ifpahan. It is generally reckoned two miles in length, and about a mile in 
breadth, and is, beyond comparifon, taking all circumftances together, the fineft place in 
Perfia; for, with refpeCt to houfes, trade, manufactures and induftry, there is nothing 
comes near it; and as to beautiful walks of trees, cooling (hades, delightful fountains, 
pleafant gardens, and magnificent fummer-houfes, they are every where to be met with. 
The principal inhabitants are the Armenians, and befides thefe there are Georgians, 
Circaflians, Mingrelians, and other Chriftians, but no Mahometans who dwell in it. 
The foundation of this place and the rife of the Armenians, who are now as confider- 
able merchants as any in the world, are events that deferve our notice. 

It was the famous Shah Abbas who firft took notice of the candour, affability, dili¬ 
gence, penetration, and integrity of the Armenians, in the management of their little 
concerns in their native country, where they were liable to the incurfions of the Per- 
fians and the Turks. He was not only an ambitious and powerful but a very wife and 
prudent prince ; he was defirous of introducing trade into his dominions, where, till 
his reign, it was hardly known ; and no lefs defirous of infpiring his fubjeCts with the 
fame views, who were little acquainted therewith. In order to accomplifli thefe great and 
laudable defigns, he thought it proper to eftablilh a ftaple commodity, by way of 
foundation, and for that purpofe fixed upon filk. He then tranfported twenty or 
thirty Armenians into the province of Gilan, where they acquitted themfelves fo well, 
that in a very (hort fpace of time vaft quantities of filk were made there. Encouraged 
by this happy beginning, he demoli(hcd the town of Old Julpha in Armenia, as has 
.been (hewn in the former feCtion, and tranfported the inhabitants \into the neighbour¬ 
hood of Ifpahan, where, by his royal munificence, and under his powerful protection, 
they built the place of which we are now fpeaking, and by his direction undertook to 
diftribute all the filk that was not wrought up by Perfian manufacturers, through Alta 
and Europe, a reafonable price being firft fixed, which at their return they were obliged 
to pay, all the profit being left to .themfelves j when it was necefiary, the Shah ad¬ 
vanced 


Digitized by foozle 



A DESCRIPTION OF PERSIA. 


19 * 

vanced them money for carrying on their commerce, but by degrees, and as they grew 
wealthy, the government no longer took any (hare in their trade. 

In this manner, from the right notions or one man, and from his juft views for the 
benefit of his fubje&s, arofe all the trade of the Armenians, who are now become a 
nation of merchants, and carry on the inoft extenfive dealings of any people in the 
world ; for befides their eftablilhments here, and in all the great cities of Perfia, they 
fpread over the whole Eaft, carry on a prodigious trade in Ruflia, and have fadlors of 
their own nation in mod of the great trading cities in Europe. In (hort, they are be¬ 
come as noted in this refpedt as the Jews ; but what redounds eternally to their reputa¬ 
tion, their application to trade, and their dealings as brokers has not in the lead leffened 
their chara&er for candour or probity ; they are diligent, affable and dil'creet, but con¬ 
tent with a moderate profit; ferve thofe that employ them faithfully ; are grateful to 
their benefadors; love each other as brethren, and are extremely ufeful to all the 
countries in which they are fettled. This digreflion in favour of fuch a fort of men, 
and in order to explain the prudence and public fpirit of Shah Abbas their patron, and 
fuch of his fucceffors as chofe to tread in his fteps, we thought might be agreeable to 
the reader, though it carried us a little out of our road, to which we (hall now return, 
in order to continue the defcription we have promifed of the principal cities in Perfia, 
before thofe confufions began that have produced fuch fatal alterations. 

17. The city of Shiraz, or Sheraz, as we pronounce it, lies about two hundred miles to 
the fouthward of Ifpahan, in twenty-nine degrees fifty minutes of north latitude, and is 
ufually reckoned the fecond city of the kingdom. It is the capital of the province of 
Fars, or the ancient Perfia ; fome will have the name derived from Cyrus the Great, 
there being a tradition that he was buried there; others fay it is derived from Sherab, 
which in the Perfian tongue fignifies a grape, becaufe that fruit abounds in this place; 
and others from the word Sheer, which fignifies milk ; but as it is not very material 
from whence the name is derived, fo I believe it is impoflible to determine at this day. 
The town is feated in a pleafant fertile valley, about twenty miles in length, and fix in 
breadth, and has a rivulet running through it, which in the fpring hits the appearance 
of a large river, and fometimes increafes to fuch a torrent as to bear down the houfes 
in its way, but in the fummer is altnoft dry. There are no walls about the place, nor 
does it contain above four thoufand houfes at prefent: the corapafs of it is reckoned 
to be about feven miles, but then it is to be confidered that much the greateft part of 
this fpace is garden. 

The public buildings taken notice of are the viceroy’s palace, the mofques, bagnios, 
the vaulted ftreets and caravanferais, which being of the fame model as thofe of Ifpahan, 
do not need a particular defcription here; only it is obfervable, that they let moll of 
their buildings run to ruin, as in other towns of Perfia; every generation chufing to 
build new houfes, rather than ufe thofe of their anceftors. It is remarked alfo, that 
there is no place where the Mahometan fuperftition prevails more than here, there being 
a mofque or temple to every twenty houfes altnoft, their domes covered with blue var- 
nilhed tiles, make a pretty appearance among the trees ; here is alfo a college where 
the liberal arts are ftudied, of which the fame is great for breeding many perfons of 
renowned learning. 

The ftreets of Sheraz are for the mod part narrow and dufty, but there are fome 
broad ones with canals and bafons faced with ftone: but what Sheraz is moll remark¬ 
able for, is the fine gardens and vineyards about it. The cyprefs-trees, of which their 
walks are chiefly compofed, are the tailed and larged that are tny where to be found, 
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and grow in a pyramidal form; intermixed with thefe are feveral broad fpreading trees, 
and all manner of fruits, as pomegranates, oranges, lemons, cherries, pears, apricots, 
dates, &c. None of thefe are planted again ft the walls, as with us, but Itand in the 
alleys, and fometimes irregularly, as m a wildernefs. They have alfo abundance of 
fweet flowers of various colours, but not planted in that regular order as in the gardens 
of Europe. Their vineyards and wines are preferable to any in Perfia, and the canals, 
cafcades, fountains, and pleafure-houfes in their gardens, are not at all inferior to thofe 
of Ifpahan. The Shah’s garden here is no lefs than two thoufand paces fquare, and 
furrounded with a wall fourteen feet high ; but of late years the gardens, as well as 
the buildings of Sheraz, have been pretty much negle&ed. 

iS. Thirty miles to the north-eaft of Sheraz are found the noblefl ruins of an ancient 
palace or temple, that are now to be.feen on the face of the earth j even Rome itfelf, 
as it is faid, has nothing comparable to thefe venerable remains of antiquity ; the place 
at this day is called Chilmaner, or forty pillars. Mr. Herbert fays, it was built 
upon a mountain of dark-coloured marble, and the fteps hewed out of the folid 
rock ; but others who have viewed it more narrowly fince obferve, that the fteps are 
compofed of large ftones, fifteeen or fixteen feet in length, and of fuch a thicknefs, 
that fix or feven fteps are cut out of one ftone, the whole being fo artificially joined, 
that they appear to be but one piece, which might eafily occafion Mr. Herbert to mif- 
take. It is feated at the north-eaft end of that fpacious plain where Perfcpolis once 
flood, and generally held to be part of the palace of Darius, who was conquered by 
Alexander the Great. The front of this palace flood towards the weft, and was about 
five hundred paces in length, the whole taking up near threefcore acres of ground. 
The afcent to it is by ninety-five fteps, thirty feet in length, and twenty inches broad, but 
not more than three inches deep, fo that a horfe may eafily go up or down them. The 
flaircafe divides as you afcend, one branch winding to the right, and the other to the 
left, each having a wall on one fide, and a marble balluftrade on the other; afterwards 
both branches turn again, and end at a large fquare landing-place, from whence you go 
into a portico of white marble, twenty feet wide. On it are carved in bas relievo two 
beafts as big as elephants, but their bodies are like horfes, and their feet and tails like 
oxen. 

Ten feet farther Hand two fluted columns of whitifh ftone, about fixty feet high, be- 
fides their capitals and bafes, and as thick as three men can fathom ; a little farther ftand 
two other pilafters, carved like the firft, only that the beafts on the latter have wings 
and men’s heads. Beyond this portal or hall is fuch another double flaircafe, leading 
to the upper rooms, twenty-five feet broad, but incomparably more beautiful than the 
former; for on its walls are carved in bas relief, a kind of triumph, confiding of a great 
train of people in diftinft companies, carrying fome banners, and others offerings, and 
after all comes a chariot drawn by feveral horfes, with a little altar upon it, from whence 
the flames of fire feem to afcend. On the other fide are carved wild beafts fighting, 
and among others, a lion and a bull are cut with great exaftnefs, and fo hard is the 
ftone, that to this day the mod curious part of the workmanfhip is preferred. On 
the top of thefecond flaircafe is a fquare place, which has been furrounded with co¬ 
lumns, whereof feventeen only are now ftanding, but there are a hundred pedeftals; 
thofe that are left are of red and white marble fluted, fome of them fixty, and others 
feventy feet high, and twelve of them near three fathoms round. Thefe, fome anti¬ 
quaries imagine, fupported the temple of the Sun. 

On the fame floor near thofe columns is a place fifty feet fquare, enclofed with walls 
fix or feven feet thick, of a much finer marble than any that hath been yet mentioned, 
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and fo wonderfully carved, tjiat it would take up feveral days to view all the figures ; 
which way foever a man turns himfelf in this fecond floor, there appears figures cut in 
bas and half relieve. Here you fee men fighting with lions, and in another place a 
man holding a unicorn by the horn ; in a third, you fee the figures of giants, and in a 
fourth, a Prince giving audience to his people or ambaffadors; and numberlefs other 
fcenes. Here are alfo abundance of infcriptions, in lafling characters, which have been 
tranfcribed and brought into Europe, but none of them underftood at this day by the 
learned, any more than they are by the people of the country : this glorious palace, or 
temple, with the whole city of Perfepolis, the noblell and wealthieft then in the world, 
was burnt to the ground by Alexander the Great, about the year of the world 3724, 
at the perfuafion of Lais the Athenian harlot, as is faid, in revenge for the towns the 
Perfian Emperors had deftroyed in Greece. 

19. In the former fed ion, and in this, almoft all the great cities have been defcribed 
as they flood in time paft, and as they are reprefented to us by fuch as had feen them; 
yet thefe accounts bear but very little relation to thofe places at this day ; for in the 
courfe of the civil wars and confufions with which this empire has been overwhelmed, 
there is hardly any one of thefe cities that has efcaped. Tauris has been plundered 
over and over ; Schiras burnt to the ground ; and even Spahawn has fuffered not a 
little. The port of Gambron, or Bander Abafli, has been always confidered fince the 
time of Shah Abbas, as one of the richeft jewels of the Perfian diadem ; and, notwith- 
ftanding the badnefs of the air, and fome inconveniences that attended the port, it was 
always a place of great trade, and might have been a place of much greater trade, if 
the fucceeding monarchs of Perfia had been princes of the like fpirit, and had conceived 
as juft notions of commerce as he did. 

By their fault it was, that the greateft part of the Perfian trade came to be carried 
on by land through Turkey, which was neither agreeable to the interefts of the Per- 
fians, nor requifite for tranfporting their commodities to Europe, for which other 
means might have been employed. But when Shah Nadir had affutned the empire, 
and by his amazing fucceffes had acquired fo great a power, that he thought himfelf 
in no kind of danger from his neighbours, he began to entertain notions of commerce, 
which, 1'ke all his other notions, were of a ftamp peculiar to himfelf, and which do not 
feetn, from any of the accounts that we have met with, to have been at all underftood 
ia Europe. He faw plainly, that the Turks were prodigioufly enriched by the carry¬ 
ing on of the Perfian trade for filk through their country, and this he was refolved to 
prevent at any rate. It was with this view, that he formed a project, which we have 
more than once mentioned, of forcing a paffage to the Black Sea, and thereby opening 
a dirett trade with Europe, which, with all his power, he could never effect. He then 
turned his thoughts towards the Cafpian ; and having recovered the province of Gilaa 
from the Ruffians, and provided effe&ually againft any impreffions they could make 
upon his territories by land, he refolved to carry on the trade of Perfia that way, by 
the affiftance of the Armenians, and to reftore the credit of that nation, which had 
been very much funk in Perfia, by the vaft Ioffes that had been fuftained by their 
eftablilhment at Julpha, which, in the courfe of the civil wars, has been almoft totally 
ruined. 

But befides thefe fchemes he had another, the grounds of which it would take up 
too much room to. explain j and, therefore, I fliall content myfelf with barely faying, 
that from certain motives, that appeared to him reafonable, he determined to remove, 
the capital of Perfia, and inftead of fixing, as his predeceffors had done, the imperial' 
refidence at Ifpahan, he refolved to transfer it northward, and fo place the feat of his 
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Empire in' the province of Chora fan, to which perhaps he might in fome meafure be 
determined by his fondnefs for his native country. He fixed there upon the town of 
Mefched, which had been formerly the capital of the province. It is to be obferved, 
that the word Metfchid fignifies, both in the Perfian and Turki/h languages, a houfe or 
temple confecrated to the fervice of God, and it is from thence that we have framed 
our word Mofque. The name of this city therefore implies a great mofque, and it was 
fo called from one of the fined in that part of the world, erefited over the tomb of the 
Iman Riza, a great faint; which rendered it a place frequented by pilgrims, who 
out of charity erefted there feveral public ftru&ures of great magnificence. It was 
befides famous for its manufactures of all forts, fuch as gold and ffilver brocades, 
tapeftry, rich filks, and woollen fluff, as beautiful and as dear as filks; there was be¬ 
fides a manufacture of earthenware, which was looked upon as the.bed in Afia, on 
this fide China; fo that an age ago this city for mofques, public baths, caravanferais, 
bazars, and other public ftruCtures, was not in the lead inferior to any city in Perfia ; 
but the Ufbeck Tartars had fo totally dsflroyed it, that it made but a very indifferent 
figure when the Shah Nadir made choice of it for the feat of his empire. 

The city of Mefched is fituated in the latitude of thirty-five degrees twenty minutes 
north upon a fmall ftream that falls into the river Kurgan, which feparates the province 
of Chorafan from Aftarabat; and it may be very truly affirmed, that a happier fituation 
there is not in the world. The air is extremely mild and temperate, the foil about it 
wonderfully fruitful, and while it continues the capital of the empire,, there is no doubt 
that the Tartars will be kept at a fufficient dillance. While Shah Nadir was employed 
in his expedition againfl the Mogul, his elded fon Riza Kuli Mirza refided there with, 
the title and authority of Shah of Perfia ; by his care the city was rebuilt and redored, 
to its ancient ludre, and fuch privileges granted to the inhabitants, as not only catne up to. 
but exceeded thofe that forme r Shahs nad granted to the people of Ifpahan. This young: 
Prince was not contented with barely attending to the civil government of the empire,, 
he was defirious of difplaying alfo his military capacity, which induced him to attack the 
Khan of Balkh, the fovereign of the fouthem part of Great Bucharia; which country, 
together with its capital, he reduced, and thereby gained not only an acceffion of terri-. 
tory, but one of the greated and bed cities in thofe parts, Balkh having been, for feveral 
ages, the center of the commerce carried on by land to and from the Indies. 

By this eftabliflunent, and thefe conqueds, the face of affairs in Perfia is abfolutely, 
changed, and this is a thing that has not hitherto been fufficiently confidered. . It is 
poffible, and, indeed, it is probable, that the fouthem provinces of the Perfian empire 
will fuffer extremely by this alteration; and it is not altogether unlikely, that if a dvil 
war arifes from the death of the late Shah, a new principality may be ere£ted in the 
fouthern parts, of which Spahawn, or fome other great city, may become the capital}. 
but dill Mefched will, in all probability, remain the feat of the Perfian empire, and the 
monarchs who govern there will extend their conqueds northwards, through countries 
formerly indeed dependent upon the Perfians, but which have been for many ages in 
the hands of the Tartars; and if this ffiould be the cafe, we mud confider ourfelves 
extremely happy in having fet on” foot a trade through Ruffia into Perfia by the Cas¬ 
pian Seaby which the mod lucrative part of the commerce of that empire will fall 
into our hands, and may be judly edeemed the fruits of our great naval power, and 
the effects of fending our fquadrons into the Baltic, which gave the court of Peterf- 
burg inch an impremon of our power to affid or diftrefs them, as it is our intered to. 
take care that time ihould never effitde. * 
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20. We promifed to fay fomewhat of the ancient and prefent ftate of the country 
and people of Perfia, c'onfidered in a comparative light, and we will endeavour to exe- 
cute this as fuccinftly as poffible. The learned Dr. Hyde wrote an admirable treatife 
in Latin, of the religion of the ancient Perfians ; a work equally curious and ufeful, and 
which, notwithftanding, was fo ill received by the public, that the Doftor boiled his tea¬ 
kettle with the greateft part of the impreflion, which has made it fo fcarce, that from its 
natural price of ten (hillings, or lefs, it is now fold for two guineas j and even at that 
price will not be efteemed dear by fuch as can judge of its real value. It is from this 
learned book that we are informed of what we mould otherwife never have known, 
that the ancient Perfians, on whom the Greeks bellowed the name of Barbarians, were 
in reality the bed governed, the politeft, and the mod civilized nation upon the face of 
the- earth. Their religion was far more incorrupt than thofe of Egypt, Greece, or 
Rome, for they wordlipped only one God ; and though they were over-run with fuper- 
dition, they never degenerated into atheifm or idolatry. The common people were, 
from principle, extremely indudrious ; they cultivated their country with the utmod 
care, infomuch that thofe didrifts that are now fandy defarts were then perfeft gar¬ 
dens ; and many rich and populous cities were feated in places that at this day are 
wade and howling wilderneffes. Yet there even dill remain clear and indifputable 
proofs of the truth of what this learned gentleman has afferted, and thefe are of two 
kinds ; Fird, The ruins and remains of this ancient magnificence, which even the iron 
teeth of Time have not been able to dedroy, as appears from what the reader has been 
told of Perfepolis; and next, from the temper and difpofition of that remnant of the 
ancient Perfees, Gubers, Gaurs, or fire-worlhippers, that are dill left in this country 
and in India, and who are, beyond all controverfy, the mod quiet, indudrious, and 
mod inoffenfive nation, if we may yet dyle them fo, on the face of the globe. The 
feat of their prefent habitations is the wilded and word part of the province of Kerman, 
and yet even there the fmall didrifts they poffefs, appear a kind of paradife in com- 
parifon of the country about j and by them thofe woollen duffs are wrought, which 
the modem Perfians, from a true principle of luxury, think too good for any body’s 
wear but their own, and therefore never fuffer them to be carried out of their 
dominions. 

As for thefe people, it is no wonder that they have brought the fame difcredit upon 
the large and fruitful provinces they inhabit, that the Turks have done upon the land of 
Canaan ; and, indeed, it is the genius of the Mahometan religion to deface all marks, 
of former improvements, as well as to receive no benefit from fuch examples. The 
wars, by which this empire has been continually waded fince it fell into the hands of 
its prefent poffeffors, has contributed not a little to thin it of people ; fo that now there 
are not above a twentieth part of the people in Perfia that there were at the time that 
Alexander invaded it. Befides this, there are feveral nations fcattered up and down it, 
that are rather vaffals than fubjefts to the Shahs, and live after the manner of the Tar¬ 
tars in their tents. The want of a fettled nobility, and the little fecurity that the people 
in general have for their fortunes, is another great obdacle to the cultivating their 
lands, and the improvement of their cities. We may add to this, the revolutions and . 
civil wars which have been fo frequent in Perfia j as alfo the incurfions of the Tartars 
and other barbarous nations, from which they are hardly ever free. As to the lazinels 
and luxury of the Perfians, though it is in one fenfe a caufe of the wide difference be¬ 
tween the pad and prefent date of their empire, yet confideredin another light, it is 
the fource of what little commerce they have j for as they are not willing to work 
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themfelves, they are very ready to let other nations dwell amongft them; and provided ! 
they reap the fruits of their induftry, treat them fairly and civilly enough, without any 
mixture of that haughty, infolent and unbridled temper which is fo hateful and fo into¬ 
lerable among the Turks. Befides, as they fpend without the lead confederation all they 
get, this occafions a quick circulation of money, fo that the Armenians, Indians, and' 
other foreigners that live amongft them, pick up a tolerable livelihood, and are not 
impofed upon and oppreffed as in the territories of the Grand Signior. 

It is the want of people that makes a great part of Perfia lie waile and barren; and 
die natural fertility of the country is another caufe of this, for even the few parts 
that are now cultivated produce much more than is neceffary for the fubfiftence of its in¬ 
habitants ; and it is from thence that their trade and their riches arife; for fince there are 
no mines now wrought in Perfia, what gold and diver they have comes into that 
country by the purchafe of their filks, and other rich commodities; whence the reader 
will eafily difcem how powerful and how happy the people might be under a fettled, 
government, that paid feme tolerable refpeffc to the welfare of its fubje&s; but after 
all, this is hardly to be hoped for while in the hands of the Mahometans, who, on the' 
one hand, are very little inclined to any kind of induftry themfelves, and, on the other, , 
are very apt to be jealous of their Chriuian fubje&s thriving, though they are the better 
for it. While the Ruffians were mafters of Gilan, which was but for a very fhort fpace, 
the inhabitants were fo fenlible of the change, that there was nothing they dreaded fo, 
much as returning again under the dominion of their old mafters; and when this ac-> 
tually happened, great numbers of them quitted their habitations, and retired into the - 
neighbouring parts of Georgia, Dageftan and Armenia, that they might avoid falling, 
under the yoke of Thamas Kuli Kan, notwithftanding that was as light, at leaftin time - 
of peace, as any of the former Shahs. 

21. It is to very little purpofe that we increafe the flock of our knowledge by read¬ 
ing, unlefe we enable ourfelves to make feme ufe of it by reflection; as a trader does 
net thrive by having his warehoufes flocked with goods, but by his knowing where and; 
how to carry them to market. We fee plainly from the defeription of the Perfian em¬ 
pire, at the beginning of this fe&ion, that in point of territory the Shah’s of Perfia are 
very little inferior to any of the great monarchs in the univerfe;: but we know experi¬ 
mentally, that for all this the princes of this country, from the time of. Shah .Abbas,, 
have made but a. very indifferent figure, and are not like to make a. better in time to 
come. This (hews us the terrible effeds of arbitrary power, a thing altogether infup- 
portable; but from the wifdom of feme great princes, who by diffemhtihg: and letting 
it down, preferve it. Shah Nadir had this in his will, but never in his power; - he had 
acquired his authority by being at the head-of an army, and . he found iodinpoffible to 
fuftain it any other way than by remaining at the head of it;: for he neither durft dif- 
band his troops, nor could he truft them any longer than they, were employed;: this 
was the true reafon of his Indian expedition, and this mult be the cafe till fuch time as . 
the army by which he attained his fovereignty is in feme meafure worn-out, .and then, 
perhaps, the feeblenefe of the ftate may draw upon it-foreign invafions. 

If either the extent or the quality of countries ‘could make princes eafy-or happy, the - 
fovereigns of Perfia might be fo without making Haves, of their fubjeCts or difturbing 
their neighbours. We may from hence alfo difeover the value of right principles with 
regard to induftry and commerce, which always include due refpeCt to. liberty and pro¬ 
perty, without which the former can never fubfift, and the latter can never :be attained. 
If we could with any probability fuppofe that a well-conftituted government could take 
place, and be thoroughly eftablifhed in Perfia, it is very evident, that in the fpace of a 
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century, not only the affairs, but the very face of the country weuldibe changed'; their 
great cities would be repeopled, the trade through Perfia to India and Tartary would be 
revived, their filk-works and manufactures would be reftored, and multitudes of people 
would flock into all their provinces for the fake of that plenty which, in fuch a fituation 
of things, they would be fure to enjoy. 1 But as this fuppofition is on the one hand im-. 
probable, fo, on the other, it is very evident that for this very reafon the Perfian mo¬ 
narchy muft, for a long feries of years, continue broken and weak ; for it is by com- 
merce only that the people of that country can become formidable; for while, on the 
one fide, they want a naval power to maintain the fovereignty of the Cafpian Sea, td 
which they pretend, and, on the other hand, to have no fortreffes of great ftrength to 
fecure their frontiers againft the Ufbeck Tartars on the north, and the Turks on the 
weft, they will always be in danger from both thofe neighbours. 

Thefe things are fo plain that they cannot be denied or doubted. The fingle infer¬ 
ence I would draw from this is, that fo far as human forefight reaches there feems to, 
be a difpofition in Providence to overturn the Mahometan powers every where ; for if 
we compare the prefent ftate of things with the paft, we cannot help feeing that they 
are much in the fame fituation that tne Greeks were at the time their empire began to 
decline; and though it may be fome centuries before their total definition comes on, 
yet we muft Ihut our eyes againft evidence if we are not convinced that it is coming. 
We muft indeed allow that there are fome vifionary people here in Europe who appre¬ 
hended mighty things from the Shah Nadir, and believed that he would overwhelm the 
Turkiih empire; but there was no kind of reafon for this, except the known weaknels 
of that empire; and if it were not for this, we might with more reafon expert that the 
Turks, at this jun&ure, fhould make fome impreflion upon Perfia, which however I 
am perfuaded will not happen. But if the feuds of Chriftian princes were once laid 
afleep, there is no improbability in the conje&ure, that the Ruffians might make them- 
felves mailers, at lealt, of fome of the provinces of this empire which he neareft to the’ 
Cafpian Sea; and, whenever it lhall happen, it may prove a beginning to much greater 
revolutions, fince there are multitudes or Chriftians in the adjacent countries, who are 
ether of the Greek religion or very little removed from it; and if their .fpirits fhould 
once revive, the weaknels of the Mahometans, both here and elfewhere, would be 
quickly feen. I know very well how little heed the prefent generation will give to re¬ 
marks of this nature; but I flatter myfelf, that how weak or how impertinent foever 
they may be now elleemed, experience will juftify them to pofterity. 
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OP THE 

DISPOSITION AND TEMPER OF THE PERSIANS, 

Their Perfons, Habits, Manner of Liring, their Artificers and Mechanics, the Refpeft paid to Mer¬ 
chants, the Method in which their Inland Trade is carried on, the pail and prefent State of the Englitfv 
Commerce, and other Particulars; together with fome curious Obfervations on the Nature of the Silk 
Trade, and a Computation of the annual Balance in favour of Perfia. 

Collided a* wellfrom Private Memoirs, as from Accounts that have been publifhed. 


I. An Introductory Account of the SubjeCl of this SeClion, the Difficulty of Drawing Na¬ 
tional Characters, the likelieft Way of coining at the Truth, the general Temper, Difpo- 
fftion and Genius of the modem Perftans. — 2. Of their Perfons, Drefs, great Value of 
their Turbans, and of the Magnificence and Profufion into which all Ranks of People 
are apt to run in that Country, in every Thing that regards Appearance and Equi¬ 
page, — 3. Of the Women's Habits, their Painting, their Head-dreffes ufually adorned 
with Feathers, frequently fet out with Jewels, and more efpecially with Pearls, which 
were efibemed the bejt in the World, fo long as the Perftans were pojfeffed of the Ifiand 
of Baharen. — 4. The manner of living in Perfia , the Method of eating and drinking, 
their Cujioms at their Meals, the commonnefs of Cooks-Shops and Ordinaries amongjl 
them, and of the open and'general Hofpitality in Perfia .— 5. A View of their Enter¬ 
tainments, the Ceremonies and Civilities that pafs upon Jiich Occaftons, their laudable 
Temperance and great Sobriety , and of the Manner in which, by the Ufe of Opium, they 
fupply their Want of Jlrong Liquors. — 6. The Manner of Travelling in Perfia, the 
Nature of Caravans, how they fupply the Want of Wheel-Carriages, of their Foot-Pofls, 
and of the wonderful Swiftnefs of their Shatirs or Running-Footmen. — 7. Of their 
Artificers and Mechanics of all Sorts, the Neatnefs of fome and the Inexpertnefs of 
other Workmen, and of the Nature of their Companies, and the Rules by which they are 
governed. — 8. Of the Silken, Woollen, and Mohair MamfaClurcs that are carried on- 
in this Empire, the Management of their Domcfic Traffic, the great Ufe of Brokers ; 

> the Manner in which their Foreign Trade is carried on, and the Reafons that hinder 
Mahometans from becoming Merchants ; with fome political Remarks upon that Sub¬ 
ject 9. The-Nature of the Engliffi Trade in Perfta, the Meafures, Weights, Money, 
generally ufed in that Country, and the Alterations that have happened by the Removal 
of the Capital from Ifpahan to Mefched. —10. A fuccinCl View of the feveral Routes- 
by which Foreign Commodities are introduced into Perfia, with a clear View of the Ad¬ 
vantages arifing from the new Trade to that Empire, through Ruffta .— 11. A jhort 
Reprefentation of the Value of Silk, cofftdered as the Staple Commodity of Perfia, and of 
the Advantages that would refult to this Nation by the joint Endeavours of the Ruffian,- 
Levant, and Eajl India Companies, to import Perfian and China Silks on the cheapefl 
Terms pofftble. 

. V . •. 

1. \ FTER taking a view of the country of Perfia, and its product of all kinds, it is 

XTk very natural for us to come next to the inhabitants, for* whofe fake the other 
defeription was held neceffaryj and made intirely with a view to render this ihdrd clear 
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and intelligible. It mull indeed be owned, that there is fomething very difficult and 
hazardous in attempting to chara&erife a whole nation, and nothing is more common 
than inftances even of great authors falling into miftakes on this head; yet as the thing 
is neceffary, fo it is alfo very feafible; nations certainly have their charaders as well as 
private men, and thefe are frequently hit, though to be fure fometimes they are mif- 
taken. 

The means of hitting them, is to obferve carefully the points in which all travellers 
:agree, for thefe, without doubt, are founded in truth and nature; when a fufficient 
.number-of thefe are fixed, they will ferve to guide you in the reft, for the humours of 
men, though of feveral forts, and vaftly different from each other, yet have a connedion 
.among themfehres, that is to fay, one humour afforts with and joins eafily with another, 
while there are fome humours that never come together, or are found in the fame 
breads. That there really is fuch a thing as national charaders appears from hence, 
that the inhabitants of the lame country, through a great diverfity of ages, and de¬ 
scribed by authors of various difpofitions, keep pretty nearly the fame charader; of 
this the defcription of the people of Paris, by the Emperor Julian, is a remarkable in¬ 
stance, and others might be mentioned, if that before us were not as good a one as any 
-of the reft; for whoever confiders attentively what is faid of the temper, genius and 
cuftoms of the Perfians, independent of their religion and government, by the Greek 
and Latin writers, and compares thefe with the writings of modem travellers, will be 
amazed to fee what a conformity there is between them, and be from thence convinced 
that national charaders are nothing lefs than imaginary. But to come to the point, and 
to that defcription which will juftify this obfervation, at the fame time that it carries on 
the thread of our difcourfe, and performs the proper bufinefs of this fedion. 

The Perfians are men of bright parts, and abundance of vivacity, fond of glory, and 
known to excel their neighbours of India in point of courage, infomuch that the Mogul 
prefers them to the greateft ports both in his court and army; and as they were ob¬ 
served anciently to be of all men the moft civil and obliging, they retain the fame dif- 
pofition to this day, eipecially towards foreigners, who admire their hofpitality and 
benevolence; they are far from being guilty of that brutilh behaviour towards Chrif- 
tians as the Turks are; what they feem to be moft juftly and univerfally charged with. 
Is vanity and profufion in their cloaths, their equipages and number of fervanrs; as to 
voluptuoufneis in eating and drinking, this does not appear to be their vice, at leaft we 
sure much more guilty of it in Europe; for the greateftpart of their food is rice, fruits, 
and garden fluff; they have not any great variety of flelh, neither have they many 
ways of drelfing it; pilo feems, to be the ftanding diih, even among thofe of the beft 
quality. And as for ftrong liquors, though they drink them now and then by ftealth, 
dr unkenn efs is very far from being common; liquor is never forced, and every man 
may retire from an entertainment without ceremony when he fees fit, without a breach 
of good manners. 

No people have a greater genius for poetry, infomuch that there is not a feftival or 
entertainment made but a poet is introduced and defired to oblige the company with his 
compofitions; and thefe gentlemen are often found with a crowd about them in coffee¬ 
houses, and other places of public refort. The Perfians are by ibme looked upon to 
be very covetous $ but by this they mud mean covetous in getting, for as to hoarding 
up money they are generally abfolved. They only get that they may fpend, and when 
they have fumiihed themfelves with an equipage, houfe and gardens Suitable to their 
mind, they rather lay out their money in building caravanferais, mofques, and on other 
public occafions, than let it lie by them, infomuch that fome travellers obferve that there 
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are no people in the world that take lefs thought for to-morrow. A man who happens 
to have eight or ten thoufand pounds fall to him, (hall in a few weeks lay it out in pur- 
chafing wives and Haves, clothing and furniture, without confidering where he ihall 
meet a fupply, and in two or three months after you will fee him difpofing of them 
again for fubfiftence. Thefe people, it is obferved, have a great command of their 
pafiions; they are not eafily moved, and when they are, it proceeds very feldom to 
blows. The quarrel generally ends in ill language, and perhaps fome hearty curfes; 
and to fum up all, they call one another Jews or Chriftians. They are of a very in- 
finuating addrefs, and a moll obliging behaviour; few European nations are more 
polite. 

2. The Perfians are generally of a good ftature, well fhaped, clean limbed, and of 
agreeable features, and, in Georgia and the northern provinces, of an admirable com¬ 
plexion ; towards the fouth they are a little upon the olive. However, the great men 
having had their wives and concubines chiefly from Georgia and Circaflia, for a hun¬ 
dred years paft, their complexions are very much mended even in the fouthem pro¬ 
vinces. Their eyes and their hair are generally black, and they wear only one lock 
on the crown of their heads, like other Mahometans, by which they expert Mahomet 
will lift them up to Paradife. 

As to their beards, the Shah and the great officers of Hate, and foldiery, wear only 
long whilkers on the upper lip, which, joined to a tuft of hair on the upper part of their 
cheeks, grow to a very enormous fize, infomuch that l'ome of them, it is faid, are near 
half a foot long. Their mollahs and religious people wear their beards long, only 
clipping them into form, and the common people clip their beards pretty fliort, but 
none of the Perfians fuffer any hair to grow upon their bodies. They wear large tur¬ 
bans on their heads, fome white, and others ftriped with red or other colours, and the 
great men have flowers of gold and filver woven or marked on the cloth. They have 
all'o a fcull-cap under their turban, and all together does not weigh lefs than feven or 
eight pounds, fometiines a great deal more. Next to their Ikins they wear a fliirt of 
coloured filk or calico, generally blue, which they feldom or never walh ; this fliirt has 
an open bofom, but neither neck nor wriftbands, and is made clofe to the arm ; they 
have alfo a pair of breeches, or rather drawers, clofe before, they reach half down 
their legs; their ftockings are made of woollen cloth, but not at all fliaped to the leg ; 
over the fliirt they wear a waillcoat, and upon thefe a coat with clofe fleeves, and but¬ 
tons and loops before, tied with a fafli; this is wide at bottom, and hangs a little below 
their knees; befides this* they put on another coat frequently, without fleeves, the 
uppennoft coat being the fhortell, and in the winter time over all they have another 
loole coat lined with furs: inftead of (hoes they have piqued flippers, turned up at the 
toes, and made of Turkey leather, which are neither tied nor buckled, and when they 
ride they have boots of yellow leather; their bridle,, faddles and houfing are immo¬ 
derately fine, being almofl covered with gold; the houfing is fo large that it almolt 
hides the hinder part of the horfe, and whether on foot or on horfeback they wear a 
broad fword, and a crice or poniard. Their ladies have alfo a dagger at their fide?, 
especially thofe of high rank. 

3. The garb of the women is not very different from that of the men, except it 
lie that the women neither wear turbans on their heads, nor fafhes about their 
waifts, and their coats or vefts reach almoft down to their heels. If ever they go into 
the ftreets, which women of quality feldom do, they have a white veil which covers them 
from head to foot. The girls wear a ftift'ened cap upon their heads, turned up like a 
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hunting-cap, with a heron's, feather in it, their hair being made up in treffes, and failing 
down their backs to a very great length, and the quality have pearls and jewels inter¬ 
woven and mixed with their hair. The married women comb their hair back, and 
having bound it about with a broad ribbon, or rich tiara, fet with jewels, which looks 
like a coronet, let the reft of their hair fall gracefully down their Ihoulders, than which 
there cannot be a more becoming drefs. As for gloves, neithermen nor women ever 
wear them, but their arms and fingers are ufually full of rings and bracelets enriched 
with jewels, . 

As black hair is the moft common, fo it is in mod efteem, and the thickeft and 
broadeft eye-brows are thought the fineft ; the women, if their eye-brows be not black, 
will colour them, and commonly paint their faces; they rub their hands and feet with 
an orange-coloured pomatum. Some will have feathers ftand upright in 'their tiara, 
and others have a firing of pearls or precious ftones faftened to it, which hangs down 
between their eye-brows; they wear alfo jewels in their ears, and rows of pearls fall 
down their temples as low as the neck, and in fome provinces bordering on India, they 
have jewels in their noftrils, which to th^ Europeans do not feem very becoming, for 
hanging down to the mouth it makes them look as if they had hare-lips, but the ladies 
of Ifpahan never wear thefe nofe-jewels. Their necklaces are either gold or pearl; 
they fall upon the bofom, and there always hangs a little golden box to them, filled 
with moft reviving perfumes. ■» , 

As their clothes are of the richeft flowered and brocaded filks, it appears that their 
drefs is no inconfiderable article in Perfia, where people of mean fortunes endeavour to 
vie with the quality, and will have fjne clothes though they want food. An ordinary 
turban cannot be purchafed under ten pounds, and they frequently give twice as 
much ; and they mult have variety of them, left they fhould be known by their clothes. 
Their fafhes alfo are brocaded, and coft from twenty to a hundred crowns, and over 
this they have frequently andther of camel's hair, of which the workmanfhip is fo cu¬ 
rious that it feldom cofts lefs. Thofe who wear fables, which they will not be without 
if they can purchafe them, feldom pay lefs than a hundred pounds for a clofe bodied 
coat; all this, with the rich furniture and equipage they have when they ride out, 
amounts to a vaft fum; and this, as it well may, keeps them exceeding poor. The 
common mode of living is thus: 

4. Early in the morning they ufually drink a dilh of coffee. About eleven they go 
to dinner, when they eat melons, fweetmeats, fruit, cheefe, curds or milk, but their 
principal meal is in the evening, when you may depend on a dilh of pilo, which is boiled 
rice well buttered, and feafoned with a fowl, a piece of mutton or kid ferved up with 
it: they have an excellent way of boiling their rice all over the Eaft, the water is per¬ 
fectly dried away, by that time the rice is enough, after which they feafon it with fpices, 
and mix faffron or turmerick with it, giving it a yellow, or what other colour they think 
fit; but there is very little variety either in their food or way of drefiing it; if they 
have a large joint, it is baked inftead of being roafted, but their ufual way is to cut their 
flefh into little llices, and fpitting or fkewering them together, roaft them over a charcoal 
fire, and whether they boil or roaft, it is always done to rags, or it would be impoflible 
to pull the meat to pieces with their hands, as they do without knives or forks. Pork 
is never eaten here any more than veal, nor do they eat hares or other animals pro¬ 
hibited to the Jews, beef but feldom ; they do not deal much in venifon, fifh or wild 
fowl, they drefs only plain diihes, being ftrangers to hafhes, ragouts and other com¬ 
pounds, and feldom have any other fauce than a flice of lemon or fome pickles. Bread 
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they have baked in thin cakes the moment they ufe it, but eat much more rice. They 
ufe no beaten pepper, only whole, and not abundance of fait in their feafoning, 
nor is there any brought to table: meat is never falted before it is drefled. They 
ufually kill their meat and fowls the fame day they ufe them, and fet by nothing to be 
eaten cold. 

They fit down crofs-legged at their meals, and a cloth is fpread upon the carpet. 
Then one of the perfons who has the provifion before him, diftributes rice and fleffi to 
the company. They ufe no fpoons, except for foup and liquids, but take up their rice 
by handfuls. They feldoni fit above half an hour at table. They walh both before 
and after their meals, making ufe of their handkerchiefs inftead of a towel. The com* 
rnon people of Ifpahan feldom drefs their victuals at home, but when they have fhut up 
their (hops of an evening, go ftraight to the cooks, of which there are great numbers in 
that city, and buy pilo for their families. The cooks have kettles or coppers fixed in 
brick-work in their fhops, and ftoves, over whieh they drefs moft of their meat, making 
fcarce any ufe of chimnies. It is remarkable of the Perfians, that they are fo far from 
(hutting their doors at their meals, that they invite every one to eat with them who 
happens to come to their houfes. 

5. When a perfon makes an entertainment, it is ufually a fupper, notwithftanding 
which the guefts generally come at nine or ten in the morning, and fpend the whole 
time at the place to which they are invited. They difcourfe, they fmoke, eat fweet- 
meats, and pafs away the time with a thoufand amufements; fometimes they hear poems 
repeated in honour of their prince, fometimes the finging women are introduced, who 
fing, and dance,‘and play and (how antic tricks to divert the company $ and if any one 
•of the guefts are difpofed to withdraw with any of thefe dancing-girls, they are (hewn 
into a private room, and when they return nobody takes any notice of it. When fupper 
is ferved up, the fon, or fome relation of the mafter of the houfe, takes the honours of 
the feaft upon him, and helps the guefts to their meat. 

They generally provide variety of (herbets on thefe occafions, their ufual drink being 
nothing but fair water, and even this, it feems, they drink with ice; it is the employ¬ 
ment therefore of abundance of people about Ifpahan, in the winter-feafon, to heap up 
vaft quantities of ice together, and keep it in repofitories under ground all the lum- 
mer, when they fell it to great advantage. Wine is made in feveral provinces of Perfia; 
but the Armenians and other Chriftians drink the greateft lhare of it. The officers . 
will indeed fometimes indulge themfelves in this liquor, and other people drink it as 
they pretend for their health, but that is not common ; much the greateft part of it is 
either tranfported to the neighbouring countries, or drank by the Chriftians who are 
difperfed through the Perfian dominions. 

But thofe who abftain from wine out of confcience, becaufe it is prohibited by law, 
raife their fpirits with opium, bang, poppy-feed, and other intoxicating ingredients. 
The Perfians, like other eaftern nations, take pills of opium, which fome of them gra¬ 
dually increafe to fuch a dofe as would deftroy half a dozen Europeans. Within an 
hour after they have taken the pill it begins to operate, and a thoufant pleafant fcenes 
prefent themfelves to their imagination; they laugh and fing, and fay abundance of hu¬ 
morous things like men intoxicated with wine; but after the effect of it is gone off, they 
find their fpirits exhaufted, and grow penfive and melancholy till they repeat the dofe 
again $ and fome make it fo neceffary to them that they cannot live without it. There 
is alfo a deco&ion of the feed of poppies, fold in moft cities of Perfia, and in thefe houfes 
you will fee people looking and talking as men do when they are drunk: as long as 
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they keep to the letter of the law, and abftain from wine, it is no matter how much they 
diforder themfelves, they think they fhall never be accountable for that. 

6. There are no wheel-carriages in this country, but all people travel upon camels, 
horfes, mules or afles. The women, who are to be concealed as much as poflible, are 
put into a fquare wooden machine, of which they hang one on each fide of a camel; 
they are about three feet deep, and juft large enough for one to fit down in, and over 
head are three or four hoops like thofe which fupport the tilt of a waggon, with a cloth 
thrown over them. Their affes are much larger and nimbler than ours, and will trot 
ten miles at a pretty good rate, but they are very obftinate, and frequently throw their 
riders. People ufually travel in this country with the caravan, confifting of four or five 
hundred camels, befides other beafts, and there is no place where they travel with greater 
fecurity and lefs expence, there being caravanferais at proper diftances, where they 
have their lodging gratis, and purchafe provifion at the belt hand; and though the 
roads are frequently fteep and mountainous, yet fuch care is taken in laying bridges 
and caufeways, and to level and enlarge the ways, that a traveller feldom meets with 
any difficulties but what are eafily furmounted. 

Here are no general polls, but if any perfon has letters to fend, he difpatches a lhatir 
or footman with them on purpofe, who will travel a thoufand miles in eighteen or 
twenty days, and not afk more than twenty pence or two fhillings a day for his trouble: 
they carry with them a bottle of water, and a little bag of provifion, which ferves them 
thirty or forty hours: they generally leave the high road, and crofs over the country 
the neareft way. There are a great many families which make this their only employ¬ 
ment, and breed their children up to it, obliging them to run from their infancy. 

The Shah and all the great men have feveral of thefe lhatirs or footmen in their re¬ 
tinue, but before a man can be admitted one of the imperial footmen, he mull give a 
very extraordinary proof that he does not want heels or breath ; for he mult run from 
the great gate of the palace, called Aly Capi, to a place a league and a half from the 
city, twelve times in one day, and every time bring an arrow along with him, which is 
delivered him by thofe who (land at the end of the race, to (hew that he has run the 
whole cour/e; and this he performs, between fun-rife and fun-fet, in thirteen or fourteen 
hours at- molt, being no lefs than a hundred and eight miles. It is always fome fa¬ 
vourite fervant of the Shah’s who is admitted to this honour. On the day of trial the 
elephants and horfemen are drawn up in the royal fquare, with the mufic, drums and 
trumpets founding, and as if it was a feftival. Ail the great men make prefents to the 
fhatir, and feveral of them ride the courfe with him to ingratiate themfelves with the 
Shah ; and the mob attend him every time he returns with their ihouts and acclama¬ 
tions. The chams and viceroys who admit a lhatir into their fervice, make him run 
the fame number of miles, and they are carefled and prefented by all their dependents 
in the fame manner the royal lhatirs are, though not fo largely ; for it is a very com¬ 
mon thing to fee the Shah’s lhatir prefented with above a thoufand pounds on fuch an 
occafion. This is a very ftrong mark of the fpirit of this nation, and of that difpofition 
they have to difplay their generofity, fometimes at the expence of juftice, but without 
regard to prudence always. 

7. With refpeS to their artificers, manufacturers and common tradefmen, the regu¬ 
lations that are made in this country are extremely well-contrived, for every company 
has* head or mailer, who with a fmall number of his brethren, form a kind of council, 
and fettle fuch rules and orders, for the general benefit of fuch as are engaged in the 
particular branch of trade he fuperintends, as to him and them feem requifite. Whoever 
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intends to fet up a trade, goes to the matter and regitters his name and abode, and no en¬ 
quiry is made who was his matter, or whether he underttands the bufmefs or not; nor 
is there any reftraint laid upon them that they (hall not encroach upon any other pro- 
feffion; for inttance, the braziers are at liberty to make filver veffels, as they frequently 
do, without being in danger of any ditturbance from the filverfmiths. Neither do they 
take apprentices for a number of years, but hire their fervants, and allow them wages 
from the firft day they entertain them. Every trade almott is bound to work for the 
Shah whenever he requires it, and thofe who are not, pay an annual tax to the govern¬ 
ment for an exemption. 

Their armourers make very good broad fword blades, and damafk them as well as 
any European. The barrels of their fire-arms are not amifs, they make them very 
ttrong, and as thick at the muzzle as at the breech. Their flocks are but ill contrived* 
being thin and light at the butt, and not fit for a man’s fhoulder ; and for locks to 
their guns, or any other locks that have fprings, they do not pretend to make them 
any more than watches or clocks, which they either purchafe abroad, or employ Eu¬ 
ropean workmen to make for them. Knives, razors, fciffars and fome other cutlery 
wares they make very well, and little fteel mirrors, which they ufe inttead of looking- 
glafles ; they are almott all convex, and the air is fo perfe&ly dry, that they feldom 
ruft or grow dull. The art of making looking-glaffes they do not underftand, but 
have them from Europe. However, they have a manufacture of glafs, which ferves- 
for windows and bottles. The glafs of Shiraz is the beft in the country. 

As the ufe of the bow is what the Perttans value themfelves much upon, there are 
no where better bows made; the chief materials are wood and horn, with finews bound 
about them ; they are painted and varnifhed, and made as fine as poflible. The bow- 
ftring is of twitted filk, of the bignefs of a goofe-quill; their quivers of leather, em¬ 
broidered or worked with filk. This is a trade they are as well verfed in as any thing, 
Specially the gold or filver embroidery, either on cloth, filk or leather. They cover 
their faddles and houfings almott with embroidery, and their Hitching of the leather is 
much beyond any thing we do. Their faddles are made after the Morocco model, and 
the ftirrups mighty fhort; they have a kind of breaft-plate to them, and where we ufe 
brafles about our furniture, their men of quality have gold. The leather which we 
call Turkey leather, from its coming to us through that country, is all made in Perfia. 
The fhagreen alfo comes from thence, which is made of the fkin of an afs’s rumpi 
The tanners drefs their coarfe fkins with lime, and ufe no bark, but fait and galls in- 
ftead of it. 

The making earthen ware is another manufacture the Perttans excel in y it is much 
beyond the Dutch, and fome fay almott equal to china ware. The places where it is 
chiefly made, are, Shiraz, Metfch, Yefd, and at Kerman: and mending of glafs and 
earthen ware, is a particular trade in Perfia; they will drill holes through them, and 
fatten the pieces together, fo that a broken bowl or plate will hold liquids, as well as 
it did at firft. Their gold wire drawers, and thread-twitters are artifts alfo in their way y. 
they will draw a piece weighing a drachm, to the length of three hundred Ferfian ell:. 
Their lapidaries underftand the grinding of foft ftones, and cutting them pretty well. 
Their dying is preferred to- any thing of that kind in Europe, which is not afcribed 
fo much to the artift, as to the air, which being dry and clear, gives a livelinefs to 
the colours, and fixes them. 

The Perfian tailors work very neatly; and as the mens* clothes are made of the 
rlcheft flowered and brocaded fiiks, they are fitted exactly to their bodies without the 
leaft wrinkle* and their fowing is incomparably beyond that of- our workmen, as the 
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fine materials they work on require it fliould. They work flowers alfo upon their carpets, 
cushions and window-curtains, fo very nicely, that they look as if they were painted. 

With tailors, we raufl; not forget to mention their barbers, who are no lefs excellent 
in their way; for they will fhave the head almofl at half a dozen ftrokes, and have fo 
light a hand, that you can fcarce feel them; they ufe only cold water, and hold no 
■bafon under your chin as with us, but have their water in a cup, about the bignefs of 
a little china difh : after they have fhaved a man, they cut the nails of his feet and 
hands, with a little iron inftrument like a bodkin, fharp at the end ; then they flretch 
his arms, rub and chafe his flefh, which is an amufement, that the Europeans as well 
as the natives are pleafed with, in thefe hot countries. But notwithflanding this, thefe 
artifts are nothing comparable in their way to thofe of India, and thefe again fall as 
•fhort of the Chinefe barbers. 

8. We are now to proceed to the more material parts of the Perfian commerce, 
from whence their national riches flow, and by which they draw to themfelves the 
wealth of other countries; for. as we before obferved, gold and filver are no longer 
the produce of Perfia, but are brought thither in payment for their commodities. 
Silks are the principal manufactures of the country, fuch as taffaties, tabbies, fatins 
and filk mixed with cotton or camel and goats-hair, brocades and gold tiflue, of the 
fingle brocade there a hundred forts, the double are called duroy or two faces, becaufe 
both fides are equally good; they are the richefl that are to be met with any where ; 
and the gold velvet which is wrought in Perfia is admirable ; all their rich fluffs are 
very durable ; the gold or filver does not wear off or tamifh while the work lafts, but 
keeps its colour and brightnefs. The fineft looms for thefe fluff's are at Ifpahan, Cafhan 
and Yefd. Thofe for carpets are chiefly made in the province of Kirman, what are 
commonly called Turkey carpets are indeed Perfian but obtained that name from being 
brought to us by way of Turkey. 

The camel hair fluffs are made in Carmania, it is mighty foft and fmooth, and almofl 
as fine as beaver wool, but the fluffs they make with it are not very flrong. Camlets 
and filk, and worfled druggets are made in the fame province. Goats-hair fluffs are 
made in Hyrcania, and near the gulf of BafTora. There is fome callico-cloth made 
in Perfia, and they know how to paint and flain it, but it is not comparable to the 
Indian callicoes. A merchant is a very honourable profeffion in Perfia, and the more 
fo, becaufe there is no fuch thing as hereditary nobility, which defcends from father to 
•fon ; as to thofe in great pofls, their honour and their profits terminate with the office; 
and their lives and fortunes are both in perpetual hazards, efpecially under a weak and 
cruel Prince. The trader feems more independent than any other fubjeft, and notwith- 
flanding the government be defpotic, they are ufually encouraged, becaufe they bring 
in a confiderable revenue to the crown ; and another thing is, the greateft minilters do 
not think the bufinefs of a merchant beneath them, even the Shah himfelf, within our 
■remembrance, has had his factors and agents in the neighbouring kingdoms, and ex¬ 
ported filks, brocades, carpets, and other rich goods, and his agents at the Mogul’s 
court, and elfewhere, have frequently had the chara&er of ambafiadors conferred upon 
them, when indeed their bufinefs was chiefly commerce. 

All bufinefs of confequence is carried on in Perfia by brokers, who are very cunning; 
after they have agreed and talked over the matter at the fellers-houfe, they agree about 
the price upon their fingers, putting their hands under a cloth ; the finger’s end it 
feems Hand for one, the bent finger for five, and the flraight for ten, the hand open for 
a hundred, and if (hut a thoufand; and they keep fo even a countenance all the while 
they are tranfa&ing the affair, that it is impoffible for a ftander-by to gather any thing 
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from the circumftances. But not with (landing the Mahometans are the governing part 
of the country, they are not the greateft foreign traders- The Armenian Chriflians, 
and Banians of India, have much the larged (hare. 

The Mahometan Perfians trade from one province of their own country to another, 
and to India pretty much, but the Armenians manage the whole European trade; one 
reafon whereof is, that the Mahometans do not care to go into Chridian countries, 
becaufe they cannot there obfervC the cudoms their religion prefcribes, for their law it 
feems forbid them to eat fleih killed or dreded by a man of a different religion, or drink 
out of the fame cup with him, and even prohihits the touching of pepfons in fome cir- 
cumdances, whom they look upon to be polluted. Another thing, which is a difad- 
vantage to their trade is, that the taking up money at intered is unlawful, though they 
are at liberty to make what advantage they can in buying and felling. It appears from 
hence, that from the very nature of their religion, all Mahometan powers dand ex¬ 
cluded from commerce, and this is the truefecret of the declenfion of their govern¬ 
ments ; for as trade produces (hipping, as (hipping in procefs of time begets naval 
power, and as it is a maxim, judified by experience, as well as founded in reafon, that 
naval power will in the end get the better of all other potfer; it follows that the Ma¬ 
hometans wanting this, can only prey upon each other by land, from whence revolu¬ 
tions in power, but no acceflion of power can ever arife. Whereas if Chridians fhoulct 
turn their arms upon the Mahometans, fo as to make conqueds, and come into pof- 
feffion of their countries, the cafe would be altered, their commerce would follow them r 
and the new erefted principalities would in a (hort fpaceof time acquire a navaL power* 
and fo be in a condition to extend their conqueds at the expence of their Mahometan 
neighbours. 

9. We are indebted to Mr. Lockyer for the bed, indeed for the only tolerable 
account we have of the method trade is carried on in Perfia, and therefore from him 
we mud borow what is neceflary for the reader’s information upon that fubjeft. Their 
great weights are maunds only, and thefe differ according, to the nature of the 
commodities to be delivered by them. Sugar, copper, tutanag, all forts of drugs. See, 
are fold by the maund fabrees; which in the factory and the cudom-houfe is neared 
fix pounds and three quarters, avoirdupois; but in the bazar it is not above fix 
pounds and a quarter, which one ought to have regard to in buying out of the (hops. 

Eatables and all forts of fruit, as rice, raifius, prunels, almonds, onions, &c. are- 
fold by the maund copara of feven pounds and three quarters in the factory, and from 
feven pounds and a quarter to feven pounds and a half in the bazar- Fine goods, as*' 
gold, filver, mu(k, acheen, camphire, bezoar, coral, amber, cloves and cinnamon, oils* 
dried china, filk, &c. are fold by the mifeal, fix of which are commonly counted an 
avoirdupois ounce; its juft weight is 2 dw. 23 gr. 24d. ps. trpy. The maund (haw is 
two maund tabrees, ufed at Ifpahan. All bargains in Gambron are made for fiiahees, 
and the company keep their accounts in them, reckoning them worth four-pence each* 
though that coin is rarely met with, but in its (lead coz and mamoodas are current 
every where. Horfes, camels, houfes, &c. are generally fold by the toman, which 
is two hundred (hahees, or fifty abafies, and they ufually reckon their eftates that way; 
fuch a one, they fay, is worth fo many tomans, as we fay, pounds in England. The 
laree is ufed about Ifpahan, nor are abafies to be got without allowing feven or eight 
per cent, for the difference in exchange, yet returns to Fort St. George, and other 
parts of India, are commonly made with them. Next to thefe, zechins are the mod 
profitable; there are feveral forts of them, but the Venetian is better than the reft by 
one and a half or two per cent, at Surat, and feveral other ports on the Malabar coafts, 
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whither vaft quantities are fent every year. When a parcel of Venetian ducats are 
mixed with others, the whole goes by the name of zechins of Surat; but when they 
are feparated, one fort is called Venetians, and all the others gubbers indifferently. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company, as has been obferved, do not only receive the 
fum of three thoufand three hundred and thirty-three pounds fix (hillings and eight- 
pence of the government of Perfia, in lieu of the fervice the Company did them in 
taking the id and of Ormus from the Portugueze, but they have an exemption alfo from 
cuftoms, and whatever (hips trade under their prote&ion have the like exemption, only 
paying the following port charges, viz. two per cent, on the fale of goods to the Com<- 
pany, one per cent, confulage to the agent, one per cent, to the broker. Boat or 
franky hire for landing goods is thirty mamoodas per 2000 maund tabrees. Hamalgae, 
or cooly hire at weighing, one coz of every twenty maund tabrees. The Company do 
not meddle at all with the trade between Perfia and India; this they leave altogether 
to their fa&ors and fervants, and to fuch country (hips and private traders as put them- 
felves under their prote&ion, and are content to pay the port duties above-mentioned. 

It is to be obferved, that the Turkey company having always had an opportunity of 
fending great quantities into Perfia from Aleppo, abated much of the commerce which 
the agents of tne Eaft-India company would otherwife have carried on in that empire. 
Of late the Ruflia company have alio interfered in this trade, by tranfporting great 
quantities of Englifh goods by the Cafpian Sea; and it is generally believed, that fo 
long as we maintain an amicable correspondence with the court of Peterfburgh, this 
trade will not only go on, but increafe, which mull be attended with great advantages 
to the nation. As this appears to be a matter of far greater confequence to us than 
any thing that has occurred in this feftion, it is but reafonable that the point fhould be 
fully explained, as well for the advantage of the prefent age, as for the benefit of 
pofterity. 

10. In order to fet this affair in as clear a light as it is poflible, we (hall obferve, 
that all foreign commodities are brought into Perfia by four great routes ; and that by 
each of thefe* more or lefs of Britifh commodities have been, or may be introduced 
into this country, where there always has been, and, if we are true to our filtered, 
there always mud be, a very high demand for them. Of thefe routes the fird is that of 
Balfora, or Baflora, a great city at the bottom of the Perfian Gulf, fubject to its own 
Prince, and a kind of emporium or magazine of Turkilh, Perfian, and Indian com¬ 
modities. The goods that are brought hither for the Perfian market, come by land by 
the caravan from Aleppo, in about thirty days, and are tranfported from thence either 
to Bandar Abafii, or lfpahan. It is by this caravan that the Turkey company tranfport 
Englidi cloths into Perfia in exchange for filk, which they purchafe at Aleppo, and 
confcquently this trade is either greater or lefs, according to the good correfpondence 
between the two empires of Turkey and Perfia. By this means alfo we were led into 
errors about carpets, leather, and other commodities which pafs for Turkilh, becaufe 
imported by the Turkey company from Turkey, though really of Perfian growth and 
manufa&ure. 

The next great route is that of Gambron, or Bandar Abafii, with refpeft to which we 
have already given a large account from Mr. Lockyer. Goods are brought hither by 
fea, but not dire&ly, as many apprehend, from England; on the contrary, they come 
from fome Indian port, and confequently are charged with a very high freight, and with 
other incident charges, which render them very dear; notwithltanding which, in times 
of peace, and when things are well fettled in Perfia, the Shah keeping his court at 
lfpahan, there was large vent for them, and our agent there lived with all the pomp 
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and fplendour of a prince. The reader will eafily difcem from hence, how great a 
change mull have been wrought in the traffic carried on by this canal, by the dis¬ 
turbances which laded fo many years in Perfia, and by the change of the capital of 
that empire, which is now removed to a prodigious diftance from Bendar Abaffi; and if 
he defires any proof of this fad, their calling the Engliih agents from Hpahan and 
Bandar Abaiu may pafs for inconteftible evidence. 

The third route is that through India to Boll, which, as we have (hewn in the de- 
fcription of the Perfian empire, is the eallem magazine, as Bandar Abaffi is the fouth- 
em, and Bafiaro is the weltern for all that enter into Perfia. By this means it is very 
far from being impoffible that the Eaft India Company Ihould introduce Engliih goods 
into this empire; but whether they are a&ually carried thither by this road, is more 
than I am able to fay; and if they are, I prefume it is done by Indian, Armenian, or 
Jewifli merchants. 

The fourth or lad route is by the Cafpian Sea, and the Engliih commodities that are 
fent this way, mull of neceffity pafs through Ruffia. For the carrying on this trade* 
magazines mull be eredted at Altracan, and from thenee the goods are tranfported into 
the provinces of Gilan or Allrabat; from which lalt province the caravans gp in a week 
to Mefched, which is the prefent capital of Perfia. 

It may be faid that this is going a great way about, and taking a vail compafs before 
our goods arrive at market. To this there are two anfwers; the firll is, that let the 
inconreniencies that attend this commerce be what they will, they mull be borne, for 
we have before Ihewn that little or nothing can now be expedled from tranfporting of 
goods to Bandar Abaffi, much lefs from Aleppo, which lies llill at a much greater dif¬ 
tance from Mefched; fo that we are under the neceffity of taking this compafs, if we 
will not entirely lofe the Perfian commerce, and therefore it is to no purpofe to com¬ 
plain, even fuppofing the objedtion were well grounded. The fecond is, that there is 
not either truth or Force in the objedtion; for goods may be tranfported from Pe- 
terlburg from thence, through Ruffia to Allracan, crofs the Cafpian to Gilan, and' 
fo to Mefched, and the returns made the lame way in half the time that they could be 
made by the way of Gambron. 

We may add to this, that we now go to the market and fell our goods, or rather 
barter them, for Perfian filk upon the fpot, whereas formerly we went a great way 
about; and notwithllanding this, the Perfian fadtors went alfo a great way to get at 
us, fince before we could Ihip the Perfian filk, it mull either be carried by land to' 
Aleppo, which was three months’ journey, or to Bandar Abaffi, which was above two. 
Befides, it is highly probable, that when our commerce at Mefched is as well fixed as 
it was at Ifpahan, we ffiall be able to tranfport Engliih cloths into the remotell parts of 
Tartary, and thereby reap moll of thofe advantages that were heretofore wilhed for 
and expedled from the difcovery of a north-well paflage. It was by this very canal, 
and in fpite of all the inconveniencies with which it has been fuppofed to be attended, 
that the Dutch difpofed of prodigious quantities of their cloths in Perfia, which for that 
purpofe were bought up by the Armenian merchants ; and it was by this way alfo that 
the French were in hopes of eilablilhing a trade to Perfia, as appears by a very curious 
memoir prefented to the French miniltry upon that head, the fubjedt of which is inferted 
in the Dictionary of Commerce, one of the bell and moll ufeful works that was ever 
publilhed: but there is Hill fomewhat behind with which the reader ought to be ac¬ 
quainted, in order to frame a true notion of the value and importance of this trade, 
about which fo many difputes have been of late years raifed in this kingdom. 

• voi.. ix. ee u. We 
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11. We have already enumerated the commodities of Perfia, and fhall not therefore 
pretend to meddle with them again ; for, in order to give the reader a view of the trade 
of this empire, it will be fufficient for our prefent purpofe to infill barely upon the filk, 
of which there are four forts; the firft is, that which in Pel-fla they call fhirvan, but 
which we in Europe call hardafs ; • the fecond, is what they call karvary, but we ufually 
ftyle it legee or rather legy, from the little town of Legiam in Gilan, from whence, the 
greateft part of it is brought; the third is in their language called ked-coda-penfend, 
which is as much as to fay, tradefmen’s filk; the lad is what they and we call (herbaffle, 
or, as the common people ftyle it, Turkey filk, from the miitake which has been fo 
often mentioned. 

Of all thefe kind of filks, the provinces of Georgia, Gilan, Mezanderan, Shirwan, 
Chorafan aud Kir man, produce annually, about twenty-two thoufand bales, each of 
about two hundred'and fourfcore pounds weight. Of thefe it is computed, that not 
above two thoufand bales are wrought up in all the manufactures Of Perfia, from the 
toarfeft carpets, to the richeft brocades. At this rate, there are between five and fix 
millions of pounds of filk yearly carried out of Perfia, and as it is worth about ten 
fhilfings a pound on the fpot, the reader will eafily apprehend, that raw filk is a kind of 
gold mine to the Perfians, fince it fumilhes them with between two and three millions 
annually, above one-half of which is received in ready money. 

In the next place it is to be fhewn, how the bringing in vaft quantities of filk turns 
to the advantage of this nation. In refpeCl to ourfilk manufactures, what we bring of 
this fort ferves only for the fhoote, for the warp of all our raw filks is, as we have elfe* 
where told the reader, organzine or Italian filk, which is prodigioufly dear. If there¬ 
fore we can abate the price of this, we may the better afford to pay for thator if we 
can obtain the quantities we want, in exchange* for our manufactures, this will prove a 
very great faving; and whatever can be faved in this way, will enable us to work fo 
much the cheaper. 

It has been fuggefted, that it might be attended with inconveniencies for oUr Turkey 
and Ruffia Companies to interfere with each other in this trade, whic.h .1 confefs, fur* 
paffes my comprehenfion j and I am fo far from believing that any bad'confequences 
will refult from thence, that I think it may be demonftrated, this is the only, or at 
leaft the moft practicable and beft, method of making companies ufeful, by engaging 
them to vie with each other in exporting Britifh commodities and manufactures, and 
provided this can be done, it is of no real confequence to the nation who does it. But 
there is another thing that, joined to this. Would be of ftill greater confequence, and 
that is, the Eaft-India Companies, exerting themfelves in procuring of filk from China, 
which would fupply the place of the Piedmontefe or organzine filk; and thus by the 
united efforts of thefe three companies, it is very poffible that twenty or thirty per cent* 
might be faved in the prime coll of filk to this nation $ and of what prodigious benefit 
fuch a faving would prove in our manufactures, and how much it would contribute to 
enable us to work cheaper than our neighbours, I leave every fenfible and fludious 
reader to judge. 

I know very well, that in order to bring»fuch a projeft as this to bear, there muft 
be fome application made to parliament for an alteration in the duties ; and I am pen. 
fuaded that no great difficulty would be found in obtaining this, if the reafonablenefs 
of the thing was fairly fhewn, and as it might be, fully made out. Our great misfor¬ 
tune is, that commerce is not fufficiently explained or underftood, the reafon of which 
I take to be, that none concern themfelves about the theory, but thofe who are engaged 


Digitized by foozle 



or the inhabitants or Persia. 


SIX 


in the practice; and as thefe mud be always interefted, it will very rarely happen that 
they can be impartial judges. It is from this motive that I have fo often turned my pen 
to this fubjeft, with a view, if poffible, to excite a more general attention to what is 
certainly in itfelf the molt confiderable and important obje& of all political con* 
federations. 
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AN ACCOUNT 

. or THE 

GOVERNMENT AND CONSTITUTION OF PERSIA, 

THE NATURE OF TIIE SHAH’s POWER, THE DISTRIBUTION OF CIVIL, ECCLESIAS¬ 
TICAL AND MILITARY OFFICES, THE INTERIOR POLICY OF THE EMPIRE, THE 
REOULAR FORCES KEPT UP THERE, BOTH HORSE AND FOOT, AND THE NATURE 
AND AMOUNT OF THE PUBLIC REVENUES. 

THE WHOLE DIGESTED INTO ORDER FROM THE BIST AUHORITIES. 


I. An Introductory Account of the Reafon and SubjeCl of this SeClion , in which the Con- 
Jlitution of arbitrary Monarchies is explained , and applied to the prefent Purpofe. — 2. Of 
the Power of the Perfian Monarch , how far abfolute and terrible ; and how, notwith- 
Jlanding , mild and equal enough , with refpeCl to the Bulk of the People. — 3. Of the 
Conflitution of the Perjian Court , the principal Officers therein , their Ranks and Subor¬ 
dination , and the Duties of their refpeClive Offices. — 4. Of the Ecclejiaflical Conjlitu- 
tion in Perfia , and the Difference between the Head of the Mahometan Church tbere y 
and in Turkey. — 5. Of the Government of the Provinces , the feveral Checks contrived 
Jor the Safety of the Prince , and the Prefervation of bis Subjects. — 6 . Of the Regular 
Troops or old Standing Army of the Perjian Empire , how compofed , under what Dif- 
eipline , and the Methods by which it was fubfijled. — 7. Of the new Standing Army 
introduced by the Shahs , intirely dependent upon them , how modeled and provided for t 
and corrupted and rendered ufelefs. — 8. Of the Art Military among the Perfians , their 
Manner of snaking War , aCling offenjively , defenftvely , and partictdarly their Method for 
Jecuring tbemfelves againjt Invajions. — 9. Some further Obfervations on the military 
Affairs of this Empire , on the Advantages enjoyed by , and the Difadvantages under 
which the Perfians labour , from the Regulations ejiablijhed amongft them in this 
refpeCl. — 10 .Of the State of Property in this Empire, whence the Imperial Revenues 
arife , how levied , and their Amount. — 11. Obfervations and Remarks on feveral 
Particulars delivered in the Courfe of this SeClion. 

1. A Sat this juncture the Perfian empire, by the murder of the Shah Nadir, is in 
JTx. fuch coafufion, that it may be in fome meafure considered as difTolved and no 
longer a government at all; fo it might feem excufable, if we had pafled by this fedion 
altogether; yet confidering that even in abfolute monarchies, revolutions are but con- 
vulfive motions, and that as foon as they ceafe the body politic recovers its natural con- 
ftitution, we could not but think it very requifite, for the reader’s information, that 
a view (hould be given of the form of the Perfian government, and this for three rea- 
fons: firft, becaufe we are very apt to confound all abfolute monarchies one with an¬ 
other, and to fuppofe that there neither is, nor well can be, any difference between 
them; whereas, in truth, the form of fuch governments may, and a&ually do vary, 
as much as any other of the milder forms, as the reader will fee by this inftance. 
Secondly, of all the abfolute monarchies in the eaft, the conftitution of the Perfians 
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was very jufUy held to be the bed; and therefore It deferves, of all others, to be re- 
prefented to the view of the reader, who from hence will learn by what modifiqation, 
the arbitrary power of a fovereign may be rendered in fome meafure beneficial to his 
fubje&s. Thirdly, becaufe, in all human probability, the Britifh nation may hereafter 
have a clofer communication with and enter into a more extended trade amongft the 
inhabitants of Perfia than in times pall; fo that it is highly requifite we (hould enter, 
at leaft, briefly, into a fubjeft that may to us or our poderity become of extraordinary 
importance. 

It is by no means fit that fo large and fo regular a colle&ion as this fhould be governed 
by temporary views, or that we fhould take the liberty, becaufe this country is at pre- 
fent unfettled, to flip over its government, which we have a moral certainty will be 
re-eftablifhed, perhaps before this very collection is completed. Befides all this, there 
are a great variety of articles which naturally fell within the compafs of this feCtion, that 
tend to give us a fuller and more perfect notion of the ftate of this empire an^ its inha¬ 
bitants, than can be obtained by the perufal of any Angle book of travels, in which the 
ftate of the country is reprefented, as it flood at the time the author vifited it: but 
notwithflanding that, the force of thefe confiderations have determined us to infert this 
feClion; we fhall not forget the obligation we are under to keep things within their due 
bounds, and fhall therefore labour to deliver, as fuccinClly as it is poflible, without pre¬ 
judice to their perfpicuity, the feveral articles that we think ourfelves obliged to handle 
for the reader’s inftru&ion and entertainment, and in order to render our account of 
Perfia confident with the general plan of this work. 

a. The Shah of Perfia is an abfolute monarch, and has the lives and edates of his 
fubje&s entirely at his difpofal. There is no prince in the world more implicitly obeyed; let 
his orders be ever fo unjud, or given at a time when he is fo little mader of his reafon that 
he knows not what he fays or does, nothing can fave the greated fubjeCt if he determines 
to deprive him of his life or his edate; neither zeal for his perfon, merit, or pad fervices, 
will avail in the lead. If he be in a humour to ruin them, it is done by a word of his 
mouth, or by a fign, and executed in an indant, without any form of law or evidence 
of fad& The common people, who are at a didance from the court, have much tha 
better of the quality in this refpeCl; there are very feldom indances of any oppreflion 
or fevere judgments executed upon thefe, but they feem to enjoy as much fecurity as in 
any country in the world; and perhaps the magidrate6 are the more inclined to govern 
equitably, in regard they know nothing can fkreen them from the refentment of their 
Sovereign, if they are guilty of any finider pradices. The Perfians, out of confcience, 
it is faid, obey all the commands of their Prince without referve, and believe that his 
orders ought to be obeyed againd the very laws of nature, infomuch, that if the fon be 
commanded to he his father’s executioner, or the father the fon’s, it mud be complied 
with: but if he command any thing in'prejudice of their religion, they are not obliged 
to him, but ought to fuffer any thing rather than violate the law of God. 

Yet nothing makes the .Perfian government appear fo tyrannical, as the cudom of 
executing the governors of provinces, and great officers of ftate, without giving them 
an opportunity of making their defence, or being informed of the crime they are charged 
with. It is ufual for the Shah two or three times in a year to fend every governor the 
calaat, or royal ved, and thefe are fent by fuch perfons as the court intends a favour to ; 
for the cham or governor to whom they are fent, always makes a confiderable prefent 
to the meffenger. 

When he comes within two or three miles of the place where the governor refides, 
the meffenger fends him word to come and receive the calaat, but indead of a fine coat, 
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the governor is fometimes prefented with a halter, and is difpatched without any farther 
ceremony. 

This makes the governors very drcumfpe& in their condud, and they are aftvays; 
muter difmal apprehenfions when they hear the calaat is arrived, knowing how common 
it is to have their beft actions mifreprefented to their Prince. The Perfians fay in de¬ 
fence of this practice, that the court feldom proceeds with that feverity but in extraor¬ 
dinary cafes, where the fa<ft is notorious, and there is danger of rebellion, if they fhould? 
cite the perfon accufed to anfwer; that if it be otherwife, they always give him an. 
opportunity of anfwering his charge. 

As for thofe about the court, whom the Shah looks upon as flave 9 he has purchafed,. 
he does not think himfelf obliged to obferve thefe formalities, but dooms them to bo- 
punifhed, or put/to death, as he fees fit. The Shah of Perfia has no coundLof ftate, a» 
in the European governments, but he ads as he is advifed by his prime minifter and? 
great officers ; that which molt perplexes the miniftry, is the cabals that are carried on 
by the women in the haram ; the refolutions that are taken here frequently thwart their- 
beft laid fchemes, and the minifters do not only run the rifk of having their counfels- 
rejefted, but they very often turn to thdr own deftrudion, if they are not fuitable to the- 
inclinations of the (adies moft in favour. This is not an evil peculiar to Perfia, but a. • 

kind of curfe, throughout all eaftem courts ; and perhaps feme in the weft are not 
altogether free from it. 

3. The royal family of Perfia are, generally fpeaking, more unhappy than the Princes- 
of the Ottoman blood, for though they are not put to death fo frequently as the for¬ 
mer, yet they ufually have their eyes put out, and live m that miferable condition many 
years. They have the Tartar title of Mirza added to their names, which is equivalent 
to our title of Highnefs, and is never given but to thofe of the imperial line- The firft, 
minifter in the empire is the atamadoulet, a word which fignifies the fupport of the 
empire. In petitions, or when they fpeak to him, they ftyle him the Grand Vizier, or 
Vizier Azem. No bufinefs of confequence is tranfa&ed in theftate but by the diredioifc 
of this minifter, nor any grant or ad of ftate of the Shah’s held to be valid, tilicounter- 
fealed by him. 

The reafon whereof is faid to be, that thdr Shah6 being bred up in the women’s: 
apartment, and perfedly ignorant in affairs of ftate, it is neceflary, for the fafety of the 
people, and the prefervation of the government, that their orders fhould be confidered 
by fotne wife minifter before they are put in execution. The grand viziers in Turkey* 
it is obferved* feldom die a natural death; on the other hand, the prime minifter of 
Perfia, if it be thought fit to difcharge him, & ufually permitted to retire, and end his 
days in peace with his family. The fecond poll in the government is that of the divan 
beghis or bey., This great magiftrate is the laft refort in all caufes, dvil and criminal, 
unlefs where the Shah in perfon fits in judgment. The divan bey can command any 
caufe to be removed to his tribunal, from any court in the kingdom; and during the 
late reigns k has not been known that their Shahs haveever fat m a- court of juftice, or 
concerned themfelVes in examining the decrees of the divan beghi: 

In the third rank come the generals, and firft the generafiffimo, when there is one. 

The next place is the general of the courtchis, which are a body of thirty thoufirnd 
horfe, of Turk or Tartar original. The third is the general of muiketeers, a body which 
ferve on horfeback, but fight on foot tike our dragoons. The fourth, is the general of 
the coulars, or royal Haves, as they are called; and the laft'the mafter of the ordnance. 

After the generals, the vacanayilh, or fecretary of ftate, pofleftes the next poft. This 
•fficer regifters the public and has the care of the records ; he alio appoints a 
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•deputy in every province of the empire, who tranfmits all affairs of confequence to him 
to be laid before the miniftry. The laft great officer is the mirab, or lord of the water. 

Every province has its particular mirab, who takes care to diftribute the waters of the 
rivers and aqueducts in fuch proportion, that every part of the country may have an 
equal (hare. 

Thefe are all the principal officers of (late. Thofe of the houffiold are firft the nazir, 
who is both lord treafurer and fteward, and it is with this gentleman that all ambaffadors 
and foreigners tranfad their affairs, but there is a comptroller, and feveral other officers, 
which are a check upon him, as he is oh the prime minifter, and thofe two have a very 
great influence in the court of Perfia. But to prevent the Shah’s treafury beipg mifap- 
plied, no Turns are paid out of the treafury, but the order paffes under the feals of the 
prime minifter, the nazir, the divan bey, and two other officers of the revenue. The \ 

next is the ichicagafi baffa, who commands all that attend in the outward palace, and 
the guards. 

When the Shah goes out, this lord inarches before him with a great ftaff, covered 
with gold and precious (tones; he does not fit, as feveral officers do of inferior quality, 
but (lands always ready to obey His Imperial Majefty’s orders, and fee them executed* 

And after him is the great huntfman, who has not lefs than a thoufand huntfmen and 
falconers under him. After this officer the principal phyfician and principal aftrologer 
take place, which are polls of great honour and. profit. 

4. As to ecclefiaftical officers in this empire, the grand pontiff is ufually ftyled the 
fedre in Perfia; they alfo give him the titles of prince, head of the true church, fubfti- 
tute of Mahomet, and lieutenant of the twelve imans, or caliphs, who fucceeded. their 
patriarch Haly* The churchmen and bigotted part of the Perfians hold, that the domi¬ 
nion of the laity is in ufurpation, and that the government belongs of right, to. the 
high pried $ but that of the majority is, that the regal power exercifed by their Princes 
is derived from God, and that the high pried and his brethren ought not to meddle with 
politics, yet the fedre and his fubmtutes are the ordinary judges in all civil as well as 
ecclefiaftical caufes; lawyer and divine are terras of the fame fignification in Perfia,.their 
ecclefiaftical and civil laws bring indeed the fame. The temporal judges have no writ¬ 
ten laws to go by, but their decrees are founded upon ancient cuilom, or the equity 
•of the cafe, and the judges in their temporal courts are ufually men of the fword. The 
•fedre is the fupreme judge in the ecclefiaftical courts, and takes place in all public 
•affemblies next to the atamadoulet, or prime minifter. 

The fecond ecclefiaftical judge is the ancient of the law, whom the Perfians ftyle 
•cheik iflam; his jurifdidion is little inferior tb the fedre’s, and the people feldoin appeal 
froid one of thefe courts to the other, but to the divan beghi, who is the fupreme judge 
in all-caufes, ecclefiaftical as well as temporal. The cadi is the third ecclefiaftical judge 
in Perfia; he takes cognizance of the fame caufes with the two former, but his authority 
is confined,to fome particular town or diftrid. The mufti is the fourth, who has not 
that authority here as in Turkey, for he cannot controul or reverie the proceedings of 
inferior courts, but is-reverenced, however, as a perfon well Skilled in the ecclefiaftical 
laws, and his opinion frequently demanded by the other judicatures, who, notwithftand- 
ing, ad as they think fit. Thefe judges do not fit all in one court, but have each their 
refpedive tribunal, and the people apply indifferently to the one or other, as they are 
inclined. 

5. There is in every province of this empire a chan and a vizier ; the vizier has the 
government of all thofe towns and villages which are the King’s demefne lands, or which 
belong to the crown-in propriety, and the chan of the province in general. This word 
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chan, or caun, as we pronounce it, and cham, fignify the fame thing, namely, a 
puiffant or mighty prince; and this is the title of all the Tartar Princes in Alia; and 
the Perfian provinces being of the extent of kingdoms, and formerly *diftinft fovereign- 
ties, the Perfian court have thought fit to give their governors the titles of Sovereign 
Princes ; and the Shah of Perfia is frequently ftyled now, as his predecefiors of old. 
King of Kings. Indeed the chans, in their refpeftive provinces, live alraoft in as much 
ft ate as their fovereigns, having exaftly the fame kind of officers as are in the Shah's 
court, with the lame titles, there being fcarce any difference but in numbers and penfions. 
The chan commands the militia of the province, and affigns lands for their maintenance; 
he reviews them at certain times, and fees that they are fit for fervice, their arms and 
horfes in good order, and that they all perform their exereifes well j but every 
foldier is permitted to live in his own houfe in time of peace. 

The chans, or governors of provinces, have their polls for life, and if they behave 
well, their children after them. There are two degrees of thefe chans, the greateil is 
called beglerbeg, or lord of lords ; the other is ftyled coulembeg, or lord of Haves. 
The governors of the frontier provinces are for the moll part beglerbegs, as the rhan 
of Armenia, from whom the chans of Churs, Marega, and other diftrifts, in time of war, 
receive their orders, and are obliged to march under his ftandard. Sometimes thefe 
inferior governments are made independent of the chan of the province. In every 
province there are three officers put in by the government, who are independent of the 
chan, namely, the Janitelim, his lieutenant, the vizier, or receiver-general of the 
Shah's revenues, who hath alfo the management of the lands belonging to the crown, 
and the government of all places where the crown lands lie ; and the vacanavilh, or 
fecretary, whofe bufinefs is to take an account of all tranfaftions of moment in the pro¬ 
vince, and tranfmit them to court. 

One principal defign of placing thefe officers about the chan, is to obferve his conduft, 
and oppofe him if he Ihould undertake any thing againft the ftate. Befides thefe, the 
governors of cities and caftles, who are called darogas, are put in direftly by the Shah, 
and have their lieutenants and vacanavilh alfo independent of them; and the fame 
perfon who is governor of the city is never made governor of the fortrefs which belongs 
to it. ’ The minifters of ftate, and generals of armies, have alfo their lieutenants and 
comptrollers to fuperintend their conduct, with fecret orders how to aft on certain 
emergencies; but it is obferved, that unlefs in matters where the fafety of the ftate is 
concerned, thofe officers have a very good underftanding, and agree fo well together, 
that the Shah is no lefs cheated and deceived than if the management was in one hand. 
Befides, the daroga or governor, the vizier, and vacanavilh, there are alfo in every 
town the cadi, or civil judge, before whom all ordinary caufes are heard; the head 
officer among the trading people, the provoft or Iheriff; and every particular trade has 
a warden or mailer. There is an officer alfo who has a watch, and is principally con¬ 
cerned in keeping the peace in every great town in the night time. 

The governor of every town is the judge in the laft refort in criminal and civil cafes 
too, if he pleafes to interpofe, and may mflift any pains on offenders Ihort of death. 
Capital punilhments are very rare in Perfia, and the fentence i6, in moll cafes, paffed 
by the Shah himfelf. The ufual punilhment is a fine, which always goes to the Shah, 
or rather to the governor of the province, who generally brings the crown indebted to 
him in his accounts. When a governor or vizier is fent into any province, he has his 
inftruftions in writing; wherein are contained the extent of his government, of the 
revenues, and the manner in which he is to treat the people; and inftruftions, in like 
manner, are given to every officer of ftate when he enters on his poll. On the other 
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hand, when a governor or other officer returns from his command, which he never 
does but by exprefs order of the court, he waits without at the gate of the palace^ and 
gives notice by fome of his friends of his arrival, and that he begs to throw himfelf at His 
Imperial Majefty’s feet; whereupon orders are ufually given for his admittance ; but 
fometimes, if the perfon has mifbehaved in his poll, inftead of an anfwer in the ordinary 
ftyle, orders are iffued to take off his head. 

6. The Perfians are naturally a brave people, but the floth and ina&ivity of their 
Princes had of late rendered them not fo formidable as they ufed to be. In the laft 
century, under Abbas the Great, they made confiderable conquefts on the fide of 
Turkey, as well as India, though their troops were always much inferior in number to 
the armies either of the Grand Signior or Great Mogul; but they funk in our time fo 
much below what they were in that reign, that every little Tartar and Arabian Prince 
infulted their frontiers, and robbed them of fome part of their territories, before the 
late Shah Nadir affumed the government. 

The forces of Perfia are divided into the troops of the ftate and the Shah’s. The 
troops of the ftate are entertained by the governors of the refpective provinces, and paid 
out of certain lands appropriated for that purpofe, and are divided into militia and 
regular troops. The regular troops are called courtchis ; they were originally of Tar¬ 
tary, a ftout hardy race of people who lived in tents. Thefe are the foldiers which are 
properly called Coofelbafhes, or Red-heads, fo ftyled when they came to the affiftance 
of Cheic Sefi, the founder of the late Imperial family; for which fervice he allowed 
them the honour of wearing red caps or turbans, of a particular form, like that he wore 
himfelf. Thefe coofelbafhes remained in their tents, as well in time of peace as war ; 
and employed themfelves in feeding, buying and felling of cattle, from whence they 
were called courtchis, or fhepherds. 

The fervice they did to Cheic Sefi, ar.d their zeal for the religion of the Imans, pro¬ 
cured them great refpett, and they poffeffed the chief ports both in the court and army ^ 
and from thefe the Perfian foldiery, and afterwards all the Perfians in general, obtained 
the appellation of coofelbafhes, a name formidable to the Indians, Turks, and Tartara 
in the laft age ; and it was by this generation that the Turkifh language was introduced 
into the court of Perfia, and the northern parts of that kingdom, where they fpeak it 
much more than the Perfian. The coofelbafhes held the firft rank in the kingdom till 
the reign of Abbas the Great, who endeavoured to fupprefs them upon account of the 
unreafonable influence he obferved they had in all affairs of ftate, depofing and fetting 
up what princts they thought fit, like the Turkifh janizaries. He was fo jealous of his 
own fon, on account of the refpett he had obferved they paid him, that he caufed him 
to be put to death, and difperfed the coofelbafhes in fmall detachments through all the 
the provinces of the empire. Thefe troops ferve on horfeback, carrying a bow and 
arrows, a fword, poniard, and lance, with a hatchet at the faddle-fkirts; and for defen- 
five arms have a fhield and helmet; they are commanded always by their own officers, 
and their general is called Courchibathi,or commander of the courtchis. 

Both the courtchis and militia have their pay out of the lands of the ftate of the refpec¬ 
tive provinces, and enjoy it as their inheritance, from father to fon, if they do not refufe 
to bear arms : they are obliged to march to the place of rendezvous on twelve hours’ 
notice, and every year pafs in review before a commiffary fent from court, or before 
the governor of the province. 

7. The troops of the Shah are two bodies, which Abbas the Great inftituted. One 
confifts of twelve thoufand men, and are called the mufketeers, becaufe inftead of bows 
and arrows they carry mufkets, and though they march on horfeback, yet like our 
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dragoons they fight on foot.' Shah Abbas ufed to oppofe them to the Turkilh janizaries, 
of whom he had obferved the enemy made great advantage in their engagements with 
him. Before this time neither foot-foldier or fire-arms were ever heard of in Perfia, 
and their neighbours the Tartars have no foot among them to this day. The other 
body confifted of fen thoufand horfe ; thefe were called coulars, and carried fire-arms 
alfo inftead of bows. They were called coulars or Haves, to fignify their devotion to 
their fovereign ; or as fome fay, becaufe they come from thofe countries from whence 
the Perfians had their Haves, as Georgia, Circaflia, &c. Part of them are fent as pre- 
fents to the Shah when they are young ; and the reft are defcended from the people 
of thofe countries, who are fettled in Perfia. They almoft all profefs the Mahometan 
religion, though defcended from Chriftian parents. Abbas the Great had a particular 
affedion for this bcdy, and ufed to call them his horfe janizaries. They are tall and 
well-made fellows, in vvhofe courage and fidelity the Shah has a particular confidence; 
for as they fcarce know the country or relations from whence they fprang, and can have 
no other views, than to recommend themfelves to their mafter by their fervices, they 
are entirely devoted to the Crown, and obey every order without hefitation ; and from 
among thefe, the court ufually prefers men to the higheft ports ; fo that confidering the 
number of Georgian women which are married into Perfia, and the ports the men who 
derive themfelves from thence poflefs, the Perfian court may, one half of them, pro¬ 
bably be of Georgian extraction. 

It is obferved, that in Perfia, as well as India, the word Have is an honourable 
title, and preferable to that of fubjed : nay, a certain French author tells us, that the 
word Koulam Shah, or King’s Have, is equal to that of Marquis in France ; becaufe all 
that have that denomination are fure to be preferred to fome port if they behave well. 
Befides thefe there are two other fmall bodies, the one called Sophis or Sephis, inftituted 
fora guard to the King’s perfon by Cheik Sefi ; thefe are not above two hundred men, 
and wear the Sophi’s cap on their heads, and for their arms; have a fabre, a poniard, 
and an axe, which they carry on their Ihoulders. The fecond, called the Ziezari, or 
the fix hundred, who are all of the fize of grenadiers, ftout young fellows, inftituted. 
by Abbas the Second for a guard to his perfon, anno 1654. The monarchs of Perfia 
before that time had no guards in the palace, or when they went abroad, for the 
fephis only ferved to make a fhow at feftivals and on public occafions; they wear 
long red caps of the form of a fugar-loaf, and their arms are a mulket, fabre, and 
poniard, which are adorned with filver, and exceeding fine j they are under the 
command of the general of the mufketeers, and a fmall party of them do duty at the 
palace gates. 

All the the troops of Perfia are comprehended under thefe two names of courtchis 
and coulars, that is, Ihepherds or Haves, by which they understand the foldiers of the 
old or new eftablifliment. The Shah finds all the troops with horfes, arms, and accou¬ 
trements ; but every man provides himfelf with clothes according to his fancy, the fol¬ 
diers having no particular livery, any more than the fervants of the King’s houfehold, or 
of any great man. There was in the reign of Abbas the Great a body of twelve thoufand 
men, that belonged to the artillery, but they were difcharged in the reign of Abbas the 
Second, and the Perfians had no artillery, unlefs fome ufelefs guns in the front of the 
palace at Ifpahan, and in fome other great towns, which are more for Ihow than fervice, 
till they were new difciplined of late years by Shah Nadir. 

8 . Their armies’were never large, confidering the extent of the empire : Abbas the 
Great, who made fuch confiderable conquefts, had never more than a hundred and 
twenty thoufand men in his fervice in all the provinces ; and the foldiers have been fo 
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HI paid in the late reigns, that they have deferted, and gone into foreign fervice, or ap¬ 
plied themfelves to other employments, which the courtiers winked at, putting their 
pay in their pockets, and never filling up their places. The Perfian troops not being 
troubled with artillery or baggage, make prodigious fwift marches, and fall upon an 
enemy frequently in his camp or quarters, with incredible fury, when he leafl fufpe&p 
fuch a vifit. At other times they cut off his provifions, and turn the waters from their 
ufual courfe; and having, fufficiently harafled him in a long march through a defert 
country, when he is fatigued and difpirited, fell upon him. When an enemy makes 
head againfl them they will fly till they have drawn him into fome difadvantageous 
ground, and then return to the charge again. 

In their retreat, as has been obferved, they Ihoot more arrows than when they ad¬ 
vance ; as hiftory acquaints us was the practice of the ancient Parthians. The Perfians 
never throw up any intrenchments about their camps, their fortification is fome mourv* 
tain or difficult pafs ; but in fieges they intrench, and ufually take a place by under¬ 
mining it; and, it is thought, that no people underfland mining and fubterraneous 
works better than the Perfians. It was thus they took Erivan, the capital of Armenia, 
from the Turks the laft time. This city, in a very fhort fpace, found almofl every part 
of it undermined; but as the Perfians do not trouble themfelves with artillery, fo neither 
have they any bread-waggons or futlers amongft them, and yet their camp is generally 
as well fupplied as a camp need to be, the country people continually following them 
with provifions. Indeed, as rice and fruit is almofl all they want, it can be no difficult 
matter to fupply fuch fmall bodies as take the field in Perfia, efpecially as they are per¬ 
petually in motion, and feldom flay long in a camp. 

When they are apprehenfive of an mvafion, their conflant method is to withdraw 
all the people on the frontiers, and deflroy the country in fuch a manner as the enemy 
may find nothing to fubfift on, not leaving fo much as a fpire of grafs, or a tree upon 
the ground; but they give the hufbandmen time to fecure their grain, fruits, and 
forage, by burying them, with mod part of their utenfils, in deep pits, which they will 
do in fuch a manner that it is almofl impoflible to difcover them; and as the earth is 
very dry, they receive no manner of damage. The army having thus deflroyed the 
country for eight days’ journey together, they encamp near it in feparate bodies, and 
as they fee occafion, fall upon the enemy and diflrefs him in his march; fometimes 
they fell upon one quarter of his camp and fometimes on another, in the night-time ; 
and if they cannot by this means put a flop to his march, they retire farther into the 
country, driving the people flill before them, and deflroying every thing as before ; 
and by thefe means they have defeated the greatefl Turkifh armies. 

When the enemy are retired every man returns to his lands again. As for the 
houfes, thofe of the common people are no great lofs, they are foon run up with clay 
or fuch materials as they find upon the place. The Perfians are faid to found their 
conduct upon this dilemma; either the enemy will invade us with great numbers, or 
but few; if he\brings great numbers, confidering the extent of defert ground he mufl 
march over, it is impoflible he fhould fubfift; if their numbers are but fmall, we fliall 
harafs them in their march till they come to nothing, without running the hazard of 
a battle. 

9. The Perfians are excellent markfmen, as well with their fire-arms, as their bows 
and arrows. Their colours are made of rich filks, in much the fame manner as our 
horfe ftandards ; for a device.they write fome paflage of the Alcoran, or part of their 
confeffion of faith, and fometimes have a lion, with the fun rifing over his back, wrought 
in them. The great flandard-bearer, whom they call Alemdar Bafia, is one of their 
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principal military officers. The management of the foldiers’ pay is much commended, 
becaufe they do not fuffer it to pafs through their officers’ hands, but every man receives 
it of the farmers of fuch lands as are appropriated for that purpofe; the officer’s pay is 
very good ; the general of the mufketeers, and the general of the coulars, have each of 
them above three thoufand pounds a year; and as the lands affigned for the payment 
of it are valued mighty low, it is thought to amount to four times as much. 

•In time of peace they ufually keep a body of fix or feven thoufand men in Chaldea 
towards Babylon, to prevent the incurfions of the roving Arabs. The governor of 
Armenia has about five thoufand men under his command, and the governor of Georgia 
a like number. In Chorafan they have ufually eight thoufand men to bridle the 
Ufbeck Tartars, and fuch another body in the province of Candahar, towards India, 
and thefe troops being the out-guards of the empire, and almoft in conftant aftion, were 
eileeme^ pretty good ; but as for the reft, who are cantoned in the inland country, they 
enjoyed fo long a peace, that even travellers obferve, they had not the air of foldiers. 

In thofe parts of the country where they have fea for a boundary, they keep fcarce 
•any troops, infomuch, that in Gilan and Mazanderan, which lie on the Cafpian Sea, the 
ColTacs have landed fmall parties, and plundered the country for feveral days together ; 
and here the Mufcovites very lately fixed themfelves with very little oppofition, though 
it be one of the richeft and moft fertile countries in the empire. The Perfian generals 
are perplexed with nothing fo much as the ftupid conduft of the court, in attending to 
the predictions of their aftrologers. Thefe men are ever averfe to war, becaufe they 
’are obliged to take the field with the Prince, and therefore feldom fail to pronounce 
it unlucky to enter into one on any confi<jeration whatever; and if ever they are 
brought to approve of a war, they muft prognofticate the lucky minute when to en¬ 
camp, and when to march, &c. So that the generals lofe the great advantages which 
might be made fometimes, by waiting till they confult the ftars. The favourite women, 
and the eunuchs are no lefs averfe to war than the ^aftrologers; for in lofing their 
Prince they lofe their all, and, therefore, they conftanly fall in with the aftrologers, to 
divert their lord from every enterprize which carries a face of danger. 

All this muft be underftood of the old line of which Thamas the fon of Huffein, 
depofed by Mer-Weys, and afterwards reftored, depofed again, and at laft put to death 
by Thamas Kuli Kan, or with his privity, who thereupon aflumed the title of Shah 
Nadir, was the laft. It is a thing furprifing that, confidering the great extent of coaft 
which they have upon the Perfian Gulph and the ocean on the fouth, and the number 
of their provinces bordering upon the Cafpian Sea, they fhould never think in eameft, 
or to fpeak with the jgreater propriety, fhould never think at all of railing a naval force, 
which if they haa done, would have rendered them fecure at home and refpe&ed 
abroad. 

The only reafon that can be affigned for this is, ‘their negleft of trade, which defeCt 
in their conftitution, if the ingenious reader will attentively confider, he will without 
difficulty difcover, that it is the foie fource of the frequent troubles, rebellions, and 
revolutions, which have fo often brought the Perfian government to the brink of ruin.. 
This will be the more obvious to the reader, when we come to ftate the nature of pro¬ 
perty among the Perfians, from whence it will appear, that the landed intereft in that 
country is tolerably fecured; but as the like provifion is not made for the monied 
intereft, people do not turn themfelves fufficiently to thofe methods of fubfiftence that 
would make the government eafy, and themfelves happy. 

io. The lands of Perfia are either fuch as are cultivated, or fuch as are uncultivated, 
and uninhabited, of which the latter are ten to one more than the former. The lands in 
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occupation are of four kinds; the lands of the ftate, the Shah’s demefne lands, the 
lands of the church, and laftly, thofe belonging to. private men. The lands of the (fate 
contain much the greater part of what is cultivated, and are in the poffeflion of the 
governors of the refpe&ive provinces, who out of them take their own revenue, and 
aflign the reft for the payment of their officers, and the troops they are obliged to 
maintain; for every foldier has his pay affigned him upon fome village or farm, in the 
lame manner as in Sweden. The demefne lands are the Shah’s particular eftate, out of 
which are paid the officers of the houftiold, and the troops he maintains over and above 
thofe which are maintained at the charge of the refpeftive provinces, and the refidue 
are given among the courtiers and favourites; or managed by the viziers and intend- 
ants, who remit the produce of them into the treafury. 

The lands which belong to the church, are the donation of Princes or private men, 
and are accounted facred, fo that they are never taxed or confifcated for any crime 
whatever ; and after one year’s poffeflion, the title of them cannot be called in queftion, 
on anyaccount whatever. The lands of private men are held of the crown for the term of 
ninety-nine years, paying an inconfiderable quit-rent; and at the expiration of the term 
of ninety-nine years, they are allowed to renew their leafe for the fame number of 
years, on advancing one year’s income. As to the cultivated lands, if any perfon de- 
fires to build upon them, or to convert any part of them into ploughed fields or gardens, 
the King’s officers procure him a grant for ninety-nine years, under a fmall rent, which 
terms are renewed as other private eftates ; fo that all ranks of men derive their eftates 
. immediately from the crown, and by this method have a perpetuity, on payment of their 
fines and acccuftomed rents. 

The officers of the Shah, as well as private owners, let out their lands to hufband- 
men, upon condition of receiving a third part of the produce ufually, but the rent is 
mpre or lefs according to the particular agreements of the parties ; and the grain in 
Perfia . being fubjedt to be deftroyed by hail, drought, locufts, and other infedts, the 
tenants never fail to infift on an abatement in thefe cafes. When the deftrudtion 
is very great, the hufbandmen take the withered branches of trees, and the da¬ 
maged ears of corn, and refort to the Shah’s officers, complaining of the feafon, 
and their inability to pay their ufual rent, if they have received never fo little hurt; 
their complaints are very loud, and they frequently make an advantage of the misfortune. 

Private landlords are lefs fubjedt to be impofed upon in thefe cafes, having the lands 
under their infpedtion ; but then their tenants are not fo much oppreffed, and fubjedt 
to fuch hardfhips as the tenants of the crown. The Shah’s officers frequently pretend 
they have no authority to make abatements ; and thereupon whole villages go up to 
court, and deliver theic petitions to the Shah in perfon, infomuch that there is feldom 
lefs than feven or eight thoufand people attending at Ifpahan on thefe occafions. The 
court ufually fends orders hereupon to the provinces to make fuch allowance as the 
nature of the cafe requires, or depute commiffaries to enquire into the truth of the 
.complaint, but in either cafe the crown is ufually defrauded ; for the countrymen fo 
well underftand the force of bribes, that they commonly lhake a purfe, and procure a 
favourable reprefentation of the cafe from the officers fent to check them. 

The Shah and private owners have the like profits of the hulbandmen’s cattle, as they 
have of their com, as the third fleece, and the third part of the breed ; and of fruit, the 
crown has ftill a greater lhare, there being not that charge of manuring and cultivating 
fruit-trees as there is of the grounds which produce grain. 

The governors of provinces receive the fame profits out of the lands of the ftate, 
towards the payment of the officers, and troops of the province, as the Shah does out 
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of his own lands, and every province belides makes large prefents from time to time to 
the court, of the beft the country affords, whether filk, grain, fruits, cattle, or whatever 
is in efteem among them ; and thefe are fent up in fuch quantities, as are fufficient to 
fupply the Shah’s houfliold, and therefore may be accounted a confiderable part of the 
revenue. The Shah has alfo the feventh .fleece, and the feventh of the breed of the cattle, 
in thofe lands which are not appropriated to his ufe ; and this is a great addition to his 
revenue, for the Ihepherds of Perfia, like the ancient patriarchs, poffefs vaft flocks and 
herds, on which they continually attend, living in tents, and removing from one place 
to another, as they can meet with pafture for them ; for thofe lands which are not the 
property of particular perfons, are at liberty for all men to graze upon, though the 
the Shah’s ; and this payment of the feventh beaft feems to be an acknowledgment of 
his property in them. Thefe wealthy Ihepherds the people of the eaft call Saranetchin, 
from whence we have the word Saracen, that is to fay, an inhabitant of the fields j 
for they live in tents, far from towns, two or three hundred together, and fometimes 
•you fee a thoufand or two encamped in one place $ they perfectly cover the plains with 
their flocks and herds, that fometimes you may be two or three hours in palling through 
them ; and the Shah has an officer called Ichomban Bafhi, or chief of the Ihepherds, 
refiding in every province, who takes the feventh of the cattle for the Shah’s ufe, viz. 
of ftieep, affes, mules, camels, and goats ; as to horfes, it feems the Shah is entitled to 
every third colt; of filk and cotton alfo, it is faid the Shah has a third part over the 
whole kingdom. 

.Minerals and precious Hones belong to the Shah only, and he has two per cent, of 
all money. The money that is raifed by the waters is another confiderable part of the 
revenue, for every perfon pays for their being let into his fields or gardens; nothing 
will grow an that parched country without it. A tribute is alfo paid to the crown by 
all people who are not of the religion of the country, whether natives or foreigners, 
and this amounts to a ducat a head ; and there is a tax of ten-pence on every Ihop of 
the handicraft trades, and twenty pence on the reft. The cuftoms and port duties are 
another branch of the revenue, but thefe do not amount to much here, for they have 
no confiderable port except Gambron. As for the merchandize carried into Perfia or 
out of it by land, they only pay a fmall fum for a camel’s load, and proportionably for 
every mule or ox, without examining what the packs contain. But that part or the 
revenue which is merely cafual, exceeds all the reft, viz. what arifes by the confifcated 
eftates, and the prefents which are made by the great lords, governors of provinces, &c. 
and particularly thofe which are made on New-year’s Day. They prefent the Shah with 
wrought filks, horfes, affes, beaujiful boys and girls, gold, filver, precious ftones, per¬ 
fumes, and every thing which is rich and curious, and may ferve for ufe, ornament, 
or the pleafures of life ; and as there are feveral handicraft trades which pay no duties 
to the crown, as carpenters, mafons, and fome others, thefe are obliged to work for the 
Shah when he requires it, without pay ; whatever buildings or palaces the Shah erefts 
or repairs, he has only the materials to find, the warden or chief of the trade is obliged 
to fend a certain number of workmen, which faves the treafury a great deal of money, 
and therefore the labour of thofe people may well be efteemed part of the revenue. 
The maintenance of ambaffadors, and the providing them with carriages, is done alfo 
at the charge of the country, and cofts the Shah nothing. When he has a mind to 
reward any perlbn for any fignal piece of fervice, this is done alfo at the expence of 
another; he fends him perhaps to one of the chans or great courtiers, with the calaat 
or royal veil, for which the chan makes the meffenger a prefent ufually of ten times 
the value or more, according to the poll he is in. The Shah fometimes e^preffes the 
14. very 
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▼ery fum he experts ftiould be paid, which is commonly exceeded out of refpeft, and 
as a proof the perfon values the Prince’s favour. But notwithftanding the impofitions 
above-mentioned, the people do not feem to be oppreffed or impoverifhed ; even the 
tradefmen and hufbandmen appear to be in eafy circumftances, and few of them but 
have rings on their fingers and arms. One great advantage to the fubjeft is, that fcarce 
any of the duties are farmed, and in times of fcarcity the court is very indulgent and 
ready to make abatement of their rents and taxes in proportion to the occafion. As to 
poll or perfonal taxes there are none in Perfia, unlefs that which is levied upon thofe of 
a different religion ; nor are neceffary provifions of any kind taxed. 

What the revenue of the crown may amount to in the whole is very uncertain, de¬ 
pending fo much as it does upon cafualties; thofe who have attempted to compute it 
fay, that one year with another the revenue amounts to four millions of our money ; 
which, confidering their troops are moft of them paid out of the lands of the ftate, that 
are not reckoned into this account, is very confiderable; but as the fplendour and mag¬ 
nificence of the Perfian court is much beyond any thing we have in Europe, poffibly 
very little of it may remain in the treafury at the year’s end. The court, whether it 
remains at Ifpahan, Mefched, or any other capital, or removes from one province to- 
another, as it ufed to do during the fununer, if we confider the women, the eunuchs, 
and other officers and fervants, feldom confift of lefs than ten thoufand perfons which 
belong to the houfehold, not including the troops, or the great men and their depend¬ 
ents, which it inuft require an immenfe fum to maintain. The officers of the revenue 
fend every year up to court the ftate of their province, and what every town and village 
produces, examined and attefted by the principal inhabitants of the refpeftive places, 
which are looked upon as fo many debentures; and thefe given in payment to thofe 
who are entitled to penfions or falaries from the crown. In like manner every gover¬ 
nor pays all the officers and foldiers of his province, with affignations on the lands be¬ 
longing to the province; there is very little money difburfed on thofe occaftons, and 
where the pay is fmall, as that of the common foldiers and inferior fervants, one man is 
deputed from the troop or company to receive the wages of the reft, and the refidue, 
after all demands are fatisfied, is remitted into the imperial treafury. 

It may not be amifs to add a few words concerning the feals under which a£ts of ftate 
are paffed in Perfia; they have five feals, which are ufed in five feveral branches of 
bufinefs, one in all fuch affairs as concern the demefne land$. A fecond for commif- 
fions, letters patent, &c. The third only in military affairs. The fourth about the 
revenue; and the fifth in things relating to the houfehold. There are no arms en¬ 
graven upon them, but on one there are the names of the twelve imans or patriarchs \ 
on the others, a fcrap of the Alcoran, or fome pious expreffion, {hewing their depend¬ 
ence on God, and his prophet Mahomet. The form of one of the feals is round, two- 
others are fquare, and the other two are of an irregular form. The largeft are about 
the bignefs of a crown-piece, and the others about half that bignefs. They are made 
of turquoifts, rubies, emeralds, or fome other precious ftones. The principal feal the 
Shah always wears about his neck, and nn every Friday all inftruments which require 
thefe feals are carried to the palace, and fealed in the Shah’s prefence. The impref- 
fion is made on the paper with a kind of thick ink, and not on wax as with us \ the 
fame ufage prevails in moft of the eaftern courts 

11. The generality of the world will agree, from this view of the Perfian policy, 
that there is no reafon, fo long as their government continues in a fettled condition, to 
look upon the whole nation as Haves and beafts of burthen. It is very certain that 
there are great errors in this, as well as in all the conftitutions founded in the Khoran, 
, and 
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and it muft be fo, for that book itfelf is a mere fyftem of tyranny; and which is worft 
of all, it is pretended that this fyftem came from God. It is upon this principle that the 
abfolute power of their princes is built: for as to all the qualifications betides, they 
are brought in from the remains of the old Perfian government, which by their appa¬ 
rent wifdom, and natural rectitude, have continued in ufe through all invafions, and in 
fpite of all changes of government. Thus the governors, treafurers, and fecretaries of 
of provinces are precifely mentioned, both by facred writers, and by the Greek hif- 
torians, as well as modern travellers. The profound refpeft borne to the Shah is the 
remains of that reverence paid to their emperors of old, of which the heathen writers 
are full, which Alexander would have transferred to himfelf, and for which chiefly the 
Romans looked upon the Parthians as a barbarous "nation. 

But above all, the ncw-years gifts are the ftrongeft teftimonies of the difficulty there 
re in extirpating ancient cuftoms among any fet of people. This was the pra&ice in 
the mod early times, and the Perfian emperors with all their pride were then very 
humble to and familiar with their people. They ate and drank with them in public j 
they gave audience to all who defired it, and as they received prefents even from the 
meaneft, fo they receiyed every man’s petition, and granted alrnoft every man his 
requeft. 

There are many other things in which the modern Perfians refemble very much 
their remotefl anceftors, but in nothing more than in their natural inclination to and 
wonderful genius for poetry. This is fo univerfal, that every chan, and indeed every 
rich and powerful man, keeps a poet in his houfe, to whom occaflonally they give 
themes, and it is wonderful how well and how fuddenly they execute them. Thefe 
fort of people alfo frequent coffee-houfes, and other public places, where, for the 
amufement of idle people, they repeat their performances with infinite fpirit, and with 
inimitable grace. It is certain that the Perfians are very nice in their rhime, but fome- 
what loofe m their numbers, that is to fay, they regard cadence more than quantity. 
Yet no nation in the world has more of that enthufiafm, which is the eflence of poetry, 
the very found of their verl'es fuffidently diftinguifhes the fubjedt, even to the ears of 
thofe who are little acquainted with their language ; fo that foreigners are never at a 
lofs to know whether their poems are merry or melancholy, humourous or grave, in¬ 
tended to inftruct, or calculated only to divert. 

In fhort, alrnoft all their learning confifts in poetry, for their proverbs are in rhime, 
fo are their fables, and they have hiflories in verfe of a great length, vi'hich, though 
fufficiently crowded with fable, are feldom or never without a ground of truth. It is 
true that their modem writers, many of them, make ufe of profe, but even this is in¬ 
termixed with verfe, and they are alfo very apt to quote verfes in converfation, which 
they are obferved to do with great propriety. But it is worth our notice, that no kind 
of writing is here fo much in fafhion as fatyr, which is moflly national, and falls, ge¬ 
nerally fpeaking, upon their neighbours. As for example, they reprefent the Turks as- 
brutes and barbarians ; and whenever they have a mind to reprefent a blockhead, they 
are fure to paint him in a Turkifh drefs. The great indolence, effeminacy and luxury 
of the Indians, are likewife common topics of raillery, and fo are the faults and follies 
of the Tartars; the pride and felf-fufficiency of the Georgians; the cunning and felf- 
intereftednefs of the Rulfians, and the covetoufnefs of the Europeans are frequently ex- 
pofed by their wits. 

They arc far from being ignorant of mufic as a fcience; they learn by rule, and 
they play by note, though in a manner fo different from ours, that it is a long time be¬ 
fore it becomes pleafant to a ftranger’s ear. There is no fuch thing as Tinging in parts, 
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but they fing one after another, and they generally fing to fome ftringed inftruments, 
like the lute or viol: their men fing better than the women, but there are not many of 
them that pra&ife it, finging being looked upon as a fcandalous employment in Perfia, 
as well as dancing. People of condition will not fuffer children to learn either the 
one or the other, but it is left almoft entirely to the common wenches and proftitutes, 
as it is indeed all over the Eaft. It is reckoned an indecency in people of any reputa¬ 
tion to fing, and it would render a man contemptible who fhould attempt it in com¬ 
pany. The Perfians call their finging-women, Caine, intimating that they derive their 
Ikill from the daughters of Cain, who they pretend were the firft inventors of finging 
and mufic in the Eaft. 

They have a great number of inftruments both of firing and wind mufic, fome in 
fhape like our hautboys and flutes, others like the viol, harp, virginals, kettle-drums 
and trumpets ; but furely their trumpet is the moft monftrous inftrument for fize and 
found that can be met with ; it is commonly feven or eight feet long, and proportion- 
ably wide at the great end, and as much as a man can hold up; thefe and their drums 
in a manner drown all other founds, though the lefier inftriiments, as has been obferved, 
have no great harmony in them: and indeed their mufic, as it is called, ferves chiefly 
inftead of clocks, to let people know the time of day or night, founding conftantly at 
certain hours, for bells they have none; and when the Shah or any great man goes out 
of his palace, you have always notice of it by thefe drums and trumpets, who ftand 
over the palace gate, or in fome balcony or gallery, and play upon fuch occafions, 
being heard at a vaft diftance. In fome places the mufic arfd dancing girls make part 
of a great man’s equipage, and run before him when he goes abroad. 

It is obfervable that the firings of their inftruments are never made of gut, the touch¬ 
ing of any thing belonging to a dead animal, efpecially the entrails, being held a pol¬ 
lution ; they make them therefore of twifted filk or brafs wire, and it is not only in¬ 
decent, as has been obferved, for people of condition to play upon a mufical inftru¬ 
ment, but it feems alfo to be prohibited by their religion, and therefore their ecclefi- 
aftics and devotees will not fo much as be prefent at fuch entertainments. 

Aftronomy is ftudied in Perfia purely for the fake of aftrology, which laft they term 
the revelation of the ftars. The people of the Eaft look upon aftrology as the key to 
futurity, and they have an infatiable curiofity for prying into things to come. This 
feems to be the principal end of their ftudies, and they look upon a perfon to be ftupid 
and ignorant to the laft degree who fpeaks flightly of this fcience. The aftrologers of 
Perfia, at leaft the moft celebrated, are all natives of the province of Charafan or Bac- 
tria, and the moft noted among them of the town of Genabed. The Shah never enter¬ 
tains an aftrologer who is not of that town. The reafon that the aftronomers here have 
more Ikill in their art than elfewhere, it is faid, is becaufe the air is drier and purer, by 
which means they have a better opportunity to obferve the motions of the ftars. Jf 
we confider the number of aftrologers that are found in Perfia, the rank they hold, 
and the large penfions they receive from the crown, we may eafily guefs at the confi¬ 
dence that people put in them; they are paid by the government.no lefs than four 
hundred thoufand pounds per annum. 

To the poll of chief aftrologer to his Imperial Majefty there is annexed a penfion of 
ten thoufand pounds per annum, and to the fecond aftrologer five thoufand pounds 
per annum, and to the reft according to their (kill. They have alfo. in prefents an¬ 
nually two hundred thoufand pounds, and yet they are fometimes arbiti arilv punifhed, 
and put to death for the moft trivial offences, and even for adtions the moft innocent in 
themfelves, according to the caprice of their prince. Sir John Chardin relates, that in 
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the reign of Sefi, when the Shah and all the great men were affembled to fee fome crf- 
minals of (late cut in pieces, and the chief of the aflrologers was there among the reft; 
the i>hah viewing attentively the countenances of his courtiers, obferved that the prin¬ 
cipal aftrologer (hut his eyes at every ftroke of the fabre, as not able to behold fo hor¬ 
rible a daughter; he thereupon called to the governor of a prince who fat near him, 
and bid him put out the eyes of that dog who fat at his left hand, fince he did not ufe 
them, which was cxecutecUn an inftant on the unhappy aftrologer, which part of his 
deftiny the liars never revealed to him. 

There are conftantly a certain number of aflrologers in waiting at the royal palace, 
and always fome of the chief of them about the Shah’s perfon, except when he is in the 
haram with his women, who advertife him of the lucky or unlucky moments. Every 
one of them carries an aftrolabe hanging at his girdle, in a neat little cafe not bigger 
than the hollow of one's hand; they are confulted not only in affairs of importance, 
but frequently upon the lead trifles; for inflance, if His Imperial Majefty fhall go 
abroad ; if it be an aufpicious hour to enter the haram; if it be a proper time to eat, 
or to give audience, &£. When thefe queflions are afked, the aftrologer immediately 
takes out his aftrolabe, obferves the fituation of the ftars, and by the afliftance of his 
tables makes his aftrological conclufions, to which they give entire faith as to an oracle, 
offending againft which would be dangerous. 

Their aftronomers obferve pretty juflly the ecb'pfes of the fun and moon, and often 
foretel the very moment wherein thofe luminaries will be obfcured; but. there are in- 
ftances of their being miftaken half an hour, and efpecially in eclipfes of the fun; but 
they differ from us in nothing more than in the calculation of the vernal equinox, there 
being fometimes an hour's difference between them and the Europeans. Comets, they 
apprehend, always portend fome great calamity, but generally fuppofe their malign 
influences are dire&ed againft fome other empire than their own. They had neither 
<eleftial globes, or charts, or telefcopes to obferve the conftellations, till the Europeans 
imported them; they have fince indeed endeavoured to imitate their celeftial globes, 
and had only fome reprefentations of the conftellations before in a book, called The 
.Schemes of Abdal Rhamen. It is obfervable, however, that the figures were much 
the fame as on our globes; the longitudes and latitudes of the ftars are alfo marked, 
but a little different from ours. The Perflans generally make forty-eight conftella¬ 
tions, and the names of them, for the mod part, are the lame we give them; but fome 
of them are different. The only inftruments they ufe in any of their operations, are 
the aftrolabe and Jacob's ftaff; and as it is with thefe alone they take the elevation of 
the pole, it cannot be fuppofed that their latitudes are very exaCt; their aitrolabes, it 
is true, are very curioully made, and commonly by thofe who ufe them. 

The Perfian almanack is called takumi; it is properly a mixture of aftronomy and 
judicial aftrology, containing an account of the conjunctions, oppofldons, afpeCls, lon¬ 
gitudes, latitudes, and, in fliort, the whole difpofition of the heavens. It contains alfo 
. prognoftics of the moll notable events, as war, famine, plenty, difeafes, and other acci¬ 
dents of human life, with the lucky or unlucky times for tranfa&ing all manner of 
affairs, directing the people to regulate their conduCt accordingly. The feftivals alfo 
are marked, as in our almanacs, but whereas we divide the year into four parts, they 
make only two, winter and fummer. What is mod obfervable is, that though there 
are great numbers of thefe almanac-makers, and though they frequently difagree even 
in their aftronomical calculations, as well as their predictions, they are neverthelefs 
looked upon as infallible; a thing fcarce to be credited, if we had not ibme examples 
«f the lame kind nearer home. 
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Thar prognoftications are generally taken from the moon, their artifts believing that 
this fublunary world, as it is called, is much more influenced by this planet than by the 
Am. And thefe aftrologers, like other oracles, endeavour conftantly to deliver them* 
ielves in dubious and equivocal expreffions, which may bear various meanings ; fo that 
If their predi&ions prove true in any fenfe, or but in part, they are fure to meet with 
applaufe, though they ihould foil m fome circumftances. They feem to regard the 
earth more than the heavens, and to be governed by the confideration of probable cir¬ 
cumftances rather than the conftellafions, and their predictions on that account are fre¬ 
quently found true. For inftance, their almanacks are always publifhed in the fpring, 
when the winter is paffed, and according to the weather they then had it is no difficult 
matter to foretel, whether they lhall have good or bad crops in the fummer, efpecially 
in a climate where it does not vary as in Europe ; and from the fame premifes they 
will be able to pafs a tolerable judgment on the health or ficknefs of the enfuing feafons. 
But above all, as the aftrologers are always about the court, and have fo great a fhare 
In the adminiftration of affairs, and fuch credit with all the world, they may be fup- 
pofed to make very Ihrewd gueffes in relation to politics. They cannot but obferve the 
humours and difpofitions of the Prince and his favourites, the likelihood there is that 
one will be reftored, and another difgraced. Nay, they know very well what an 
influence themfelves have in thefe cafes, infomuch that there very rarely happens ai. 
confiderable alteration in the ftate but it is brought about, and is, indeed, the effeCt of 
fome of their own predictions. 

But aftrology is not the only foible of this kind, for they have various other forts of 
divination, which have grown into ufe by degrees, under the feveral changes of their 
government. It is true, that for the moft part their aftrologers praCtife thefe, but 
pot exdufively, for there are others who praCtife them likewife, more efpecially geo- 
mancy, which is the favourite method of divining throughout all the eaft. Charms 
and amulets againft difeafes and enchantments are another part of their fuperftition ; 
you will not find a Perfian without his amulet, and fome of them almoft loaded with 
them, they put them alfo about the necks of their domeftic animals ; thefe amulets 
have certain infcriptions on paper, and fometimes on precious ftones, and thefe infcrip- 
tions they wear in little bags about them; they contain fome paffages of the Alcoran, 
or fentences of their faints or prophets, applicable to the difeafe or enchantment they 
would avert: the Perfians alfo are extravagantly fuperftidous in relation to days and 
timw. They depend in thefe cafes as much on the diviners and aftrologers, as a child 
upon its nurfe; for inftance, when the Shah is upon a journey the aftrologers will make 
him rife at midnight, and begin his march in the worn weather that can happen, and 
perhaps out of the high road, to avoid the unfortunate hour, or his evil ftars, as from 
ignorance or knavery they moft impudently call them. 

We muft not, however, imagine, notwithftanding thefe follies are very general, that 
there is not fome kind of real and ufeful learning amongft this great nation. Moral 
philofophy is in high credit with them, and is not only taught but praCtifed ; they 
have many excellent and judicious books upon this fubjeo, in which the viciflitudes of 
human life, and the folly of placing happinefs in fenfual enjoyments, are very fully and 
very finely ftated. As for the ordinary parts of education, and fuch as may fit youth 
for common bufinefs, they have as many conveniences as other people. There are 
abundance of fchools in every town, where, befides the Perfian, is taught the Arabic, 
which is their learned language j the Alcoran, and their other facred writings, are all 
in this language; and the Alcoran ia looked upon as the ftandard of good language 
both for grammar and rhetoric. People of condition chufe to have private tutors for 
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their children, rather than fend them to thefe public fchools; ahd no nation, it is faid, 
is more intent on the edutation of children, and breeding them up to manly exercife& 
than the PerfiEns. Their fchools are called Mekteb, which fignifies an entrance; this 
being, fly they, the gate by which the lads enter into the fciences. 

There are, as has been faid, many in every town, and the expence of fchooling is 
Very fmall. They learn the Perfian and Arabian languages, with writing and accounts, 
which when they are arrived at fome perfection in, they are removed to forae college, 
or Medres, as they call them, which fignifies a place where their doCtrines or principles 
of their religion are taught. Their colleges are all endowed, ahd fome of them very 
richly; the largeft have fifty or fixty apartments, and to each of them belong two 
chambers. In thofe colleges that are bell endowed, every fcholar haS about two ffiil- 
Kngs a day allowed him, which he lays out as he thinks fit, for they do not common 
together. 

There are folne colleges where the Undents have no more than a penny a day, and 
yet intereft is made to get into one of thefe on account of having a lodging gratis, and 
fbxne other cafual advantages. Many here are, who get in without any defign to 
ftudy, and live and grow old in thofe houfes, and are allowed to have their wives and 
Children with them, whofe principal defign feems to be in Safe and idlenefs. There are 
abundance of colleges in the great towns of Perfia, and fome in the villages. The Pei- 
fians lay out the greateft part of their charities in public foundations. In the firft place, 
they ufually build a caravanferai for the lodging of travellers gratis j afterwards a 
bagnio, a coffee-houfe, a bazar, or market-place, and they purchafe aifo a garden, and 
thefe they let out, and apply the revenues arifing from them towards the building and 
endowing of a college. The founder and his heirs have the appointment of the head 
and governors of the fociety ; and if the founder’s eftate happens to be forfeited to the 
crown, the Shah has the nomination. In Ifpahan there are fifty-feven colleges, mod of 
them of royal foundation, or which have devolved to the crown; there are profeffors 
who teach the fciences in every college, to whom the fcholars make an annual allow¬ 
ance for their trouble ; but as there are feveral who read lectures gratis, the fcholarfc 
frequently refort to thefe, and forfake their proper tutors. 

Thofe ftudents who are men of parts and learning, may have a falary in aDy great 
man’s houfe for inftru&ing his children ; for thefe neve* fend their children either to 
fchools or colleges, but have them educated in their own houfe. The head of the houfe 
admits or excludes whom he fees fit, and pays the fludents their penfions monthly, fo 
that they fhew him abundance of rcfpefh Befides their colleges, there are in every 
town thofe who teach the liberal arts gratis, and thefe are frequently great officers who 
have been difearded, or have voluntarily retired from court. Thefe frequently allow 
their difciples books and paper, and entertain them at their own expence certain days 
in the week, and foinetimes clothe their pupils and give them money, and by this 
means they endeavour to recover their reputation with the people ; for nothing gives 
a gentleman fuch a reputation in Perfia, as the inftru&ing great numbers of fcholars 
at their own expence, and their being patrons of learning and learned men. Thefe 
are circumftances that mull effe&ually prove, that the Europeans have no right to treat 
the Perfians as a rude and barbarous people. 

As the cuftoms and manners, fo the reading and learning of all nations mull differ, and 
the wider and more remote thefe differences are, the readier the vulgar on both fides feem 
to be in deriding and contemning each other ; but as tins humour proceeds from the fame 
principle in both cafes, viz. that of prefuming themfelves to be the flandard by which 
the wifdom and civility, the learning and politenefs of all other'aations are to be de- 
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termined j and as this is a point not to be defended, it ought to be given up as no better 
than a popular error in both. It has been already obferved, that a great part of the 
modern conftitution of Perfia is derived from the ancient form of government that 
prevailed under their old Emperors, that is, the feries of Princes, who governed that 
which is fo well known to the learhed world, by the title of the fecond general empire,, 
allowing the Affyrian to be the firft. It is, therefore, well worthy our notice, that con- 
ftitutions judicioufly fettled, ate of fo permanent a nature, and have fuch an interior 
ftrength and folidity, as not only to refill the power of time, but even of repeated inva- 
fions, to which it is certain, that no country in the world has been more fubjeft than 
this of which we are fpeaking. We may from hence difcern, that though nations 
wade away, and are loft, as well as all the monuments of their power and greatnefs, 
yet the effefts of their wifdom remain, and the coquerors themfelves are content to 
receive and fubmit, for their own fakes, and from a conviction of their excellence, to 
the laws of the conquered. 

We know that this has been heretofore obferved of the Egyptians j we know that in 
much later times it has been confelfed in reference to the Chinefe, but I do not re¬ 
member to have feen this remark made before as to the Perfians. Yet I arrogate 
nothing to myfelf upon this head; for whoever reads Dr. Hyde’s learned book, and 
compares it with the modem accounts of Perfia, mull difcover it at firft fight. At this 
day the whole plan of the Perfian conftitution, except the ecclefiaftical part of it, which 
is changed by the introduction of Mahometanifm, is very near the fame that it was three 
thoufand years ago ; and yet the Perfees, who are the remains of the ancient people of 
Perfia, to whom that conftitution belonged, are now reduced to fo inconfiderable a 
remnant, that it is doubted whether there may be ten thoufand fouls left in Perfia of 
this race. Thofe that are left, indeed, preferve their primitive cuftoms, and are au¬ 
thentic witneffes of the truths reported of them by the molt learned writers. It is, 
indeed, true, that there is another fmall colony of thefe people in the Indies, and it may 
not be amifs to put the reader in mind of a conjecture, mentioned in Commodore 
Roggewin’s voyage, that fome iflands, difcovered by him in the South Seas, are actually 
peopled by the relifts of thefe ancient Perfians. 

I had myfelf an opportunity of converfing for feveral years with a very fenfible phy- 
fician, who went that voyage* to whom I was indebted for many of the particulars pub- 
lifhed therein ; and who is dead fince they were publifhed. Of this gentleman I very 
carefully enquired what the reafons were which induced him and his companions to 
advance that notion, which at firft fight is none of the moft probable. He told me the 
caufes Were chiefly three ; Firft, that their complexions, in the fentiments of thofe who 
had feen fome of the Gubers in Perfia, very much refembled them, and were very 
unlike either the inhabitants of Afric, or of India ; for whereas the former are of a 
black, and the latter of a reddilh or iron colour; thefe were of a light olive, and yet 
their afpefts differed abfolutely from the Chinefe and Tartars. The fecond caufe he 
ailigned, was their worfhipping the fun and fire ; turning towards the eaft when they 
prayed, and ufing a low or whifpering voice, all of which are fuitable enough to the 
Gubers, or Gaurs, as the Turks call them. The third was the innocency of their 
manners, the quiet and peaceable life they lead, the pains they took in cultivating their 
lands, and their great induftry in feveral ingenious manufactures. I fhall not take upon 
me to determine what credit is due to thefe conjectures, but fhall content myfelf 
with obferving, that they are worth remembering; and confidering perhaps, our 
pollerity may have an opportunity by converfing with thefe people, to enter into them 
more minutely. 
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One thing more I recoiled that patted upon this fubjed, and it was this that inge¬ 
nious gentleman obferved to me, that though we had various travels through and 
accounts of Perfia, yet we had no general or corred hiftory of it, by which a curious 
perfon might fee in a little time, what changes had happened therein, from the earlieit 
ages down to the prefent, which he thought might be of very great ule, even though it 
were digefted into a very narrow compafs. Upon mature deliberation, I faw the truth 
and expediency of this in the ftrongelt light, and that nothing difabled us fo much in 
this part of the world from forming a right judgment of affairs in thofe parts, as the not 
having diftind and corred views of the lucceflions of their Princes. 
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